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Belorussian Decree on the Draft Union Treaty 


YV/IN] NANDA SOULTISAVD TL BELORESST) 1 
IN Russian han vip 


| Resolution of the Belorussian SSR Supreme Soviet on 
the Dratt Union Treaty] 


[heat] The Supreme Soviet of the Belorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic resolves 


| To take into consideration information presented by 
Comrade Vb Sholodonoy, deputy chairman of the 
Belorussian SSR Supreme Soviet. on the work of the 
Belorussian SSR Supreme Soviet Commission on the 
Preparation of the Dratt l nion Treaty and Determining 
Procedures for [ts Signing. formed by the Belorussian 
SSK Supreme Soviet resolution of 19 February 1991 


Po approve the basic clauses of the draft Treaty on the 
Le nion ot Sovereign Repubhes., prepared by empowered 
representatives of the republics, and further updated at 
the session of the USSR Council of the Federation and 
the preparatory committee in June 1991. To preserve in 
the dratt Treaty the article that defines addenda to the 
Treaty 


5 


, To direct the Belorussian SSR Supreme Soviet Com 
mission on the Preparation of the Draft Union Treaty 
and Determining Procedures for its Signing to summa 
nize proposals and comments presented by Belorussian 
SSK Supreme Soviet permanent commissions. people's 
deputies and the working people of the Belorussian SSR 
and to take them into account in the process of working 
out the tinal wording of the dratt Union Treaty 


lo sign the Union Preaty on behalt 
Belorussian Soviet Socialist Republic ins the 
chairman of the Belorussian SSR Supreme Soviet. Com 
rade NE Dementes Members of the Belorussian SSR 
Supreme Soviet Commission on the Preparation of the 
Dratt t nion Treaty and Determining Procedures for its 
Signing are to participate in the Treaty signing proce 


dure 


4 To vest the powell 
af thr 


N Dementes. chairman 
Belorussian SSR Supreme Soviet 
1) June 1991. Minsk 


Republic Transport Ministers Meet in Tallinn 


AIFMOTYS DT Lilnias VECHERNIYE NOVOSTI 
yn By in OF Jor Vl y 


PArtich hy 


rarlways 


\ Shakalis. Lithuanian deputy minister of 
Transportation Ministers Metin Tallinn’ | 


[Text] A conterence of transportation ministers of the 
Balti countries and seven Soviet republics (Azerbayan 
Belorussia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Ayvrgyzstan. Moldova 
and Usbekistan) was held in Tallinn) Participants dis 


cussed questions pertaining to the reorganization of the 
system of state control of transportation in connection 
with the transi ton to a market economy. They became 


familiar with the details of the main principles of the 
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lormation of stub EL Vointhe areaot Transportation in 


Petonta. batvia aod Pathuania 


lithuanin Ministerot Pransport) Birziskis, ina report 
entitled “oPolwies and Pransportution—Relations with 
burope and the World emphasized that one of the 
main conditions tor the restoration of statehood is the 
inclusion of all Kinds of transportation inthe sphere ot 
state regulation. The experience of recent months shows 
that the central transportation departments ofthe USSR, 
using ther influence over transportation enterprises 
under Union jurisdiction, are ae tively intervening in the 
economic and prokitn al Proeesses taking place in Lithua- 
Nid. Strving to counterpose the interests of the collec: 
tives of the aforementioned enterprises to the ideas of 
Lithuanian ind 1 ndence. In this connection the Lithua- 
niin Ministery of Pransport is looking for possibilities of 
the most rapid possible transter of the railroads and aur 
and sea transportation to republic jurisdiction, as 
preparing for negotiations with the corresponding 
departments of the USSR concerning the delimitation of 
property rights. and itis forming structures for state 
regulation in order to take over the aforementioned 


Transportation cnterprises 


bstonian Minister of Eransport To Viakhi in a report 
entitled “The Transportation Policy of Estonia During 
the Pernod ot -Transition to the Market) Economy,” 
pointed out that the main task of the corresponding 
ministry is to provide for state leadership of the devel- 
opment an functroning of the entire transportation com- 
plex This must be carried out with the help of legal and 
economic levers without the intervention of state organs 
in the economic and operational activity of transporta- 
hon enterprises and organi Zavions At the given moment 
the transportation policy mn Estonia is based on this 
principle the repubhe transportation complex must 
function in keeping with the state interests of Estonia. I 
Viakhr agreed with J Birziskis that there can be no 
discussion of full soveremnts tor the republic and the 
restoration of us statehood without transferring all trans- 


portatior ite republi puUrISdiction 


Speaking of the main directions of the Estonian trans- 
portation polos. Po Viakhi mentioned the formation of 
State Structures for management ot the transportation 
complexes. the creation of a normative-legislative base, 
the devclopment and implementation of target programs 
for the development of transportation, its demonopol- 
vation and privatization. the creation of a system of 
hoeenses and permits. and expansion of international 
cooperation in the area of transportation 


Quite afew interesting ideas about the principles of state 
Management of the highways were expressed by the 
general director of the highway department [. Riumaa. A 
memorable report was gen hy the general director of 
the department of water transportation of Estonia G 
linnvusson about the tustory of sea transportation in 
Pstonia beginning in the both century. It was illustrated 
with doe um ntary materiel Deputy Minister of Raal- 


wavs | Petersons. heading the Latvian delegation, pave 








’ 


a reporton legislative vets pertaining to tlaasporiation 
In his opinion, one should take addy antage of the expert 
ence of the Scandinavian countries and recommenda 
lions for aternational transportation organizations and 
unity these vets forall the Balthe repubhies 


Phe author of these lines gave a report entitled “Basi 
Directions of Fconomic Reform and Development of 
Entreprencurship ine the 
Lithuania TH considered the directions and goals of tha 
participabion of the state ine the economic reform: of 
transportation. The transition to market relations in 
transportation wall pose an exceptionally ditticult) task 
regulation of transportation 
that will help the state to actively implement its own 
policy and simultancously stimulate the development of 
free entrepreneurship. The tirst step on the path to the 
creation of such a system was the division of the state 
enterprises tunctioning in the area of transportation into 
Iwo categories. of the commercial type and enterprises 
for specific purposes. Enterprises of the former type (and 
they comprise the majority) organize ther work in such 
a@ way that. taking advantage of the state capital 
entrusted to them, they can obtain maximum profit. Phe 


Pransportation System in 


to create a system of State 


State regulates ther activity: exclusively through eco 
nom.c levers. There are no obstacles on the path to ther 
privatization 


Specific-purpose enterprises (ratroad. sea ports. ai 
ports, highway operations enterprises, large automotive 
performance of 


fleets), whose activity provides tor th 
functions that are vitally important to the state. requir 
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both economic management methods and direct (in a 
cori aspect) state regulation, The neat step ins the 
creation of the aforementioned system should be the 
privalization of transportation enterprises. The prepara: 
hon of a program for privatization of the Ministry of 
Rislways i considered to be one of the most crucial 
tasks 


Ihe statements of the representatives of the Baltic states 
evoked a good deal of interest from our guests from the 
(SSR. Heated discussions broke out from time to time 
The reaction of the guests to the state policy in the area 
of transportation that has ocen formed in the Baltics was 
not all the same. It was most actively approved by 
CGieorgian Transportation Minister A. Cheidze. But the 
representative trom Uzbekistan L. Akhmetov was skep- 
tical) The majority of the guests were in favor of the 
centrist’ position, The conference adopted a document 
that recommends paying attention to (making represen- 
lutives of republics that did not participate in the con- 
ference familar with them as well) the basic principles of 
reorganization of state management of transportation 
now being used as guidelines by Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania. It was decided to expand bilateral and multi- 
lateral contacts, exchange information about legislative 
and normative acts regulating management of the trans- 
portation complex, and implement the state policy in the 
area of transportation, 


Ihe suggestion of the Georgian transportation minister 
to hold the neat such conference in the fall of 1991 was 


adopted 
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Moderate Language Policy Recommended 


YIU S06071 Yerevan GOLOS ARMENTL in Russian 
IY Jun Yl pe 


[Article by Professor M. Amirkhanyan, doctor of philo 
sophical scrences, under the rubric: “They Are Talking 
About This: My Language’ 


[Text] In one case, “my frend.” and in another case 
“my enemy.” This problem has become aggravated in 
the extreme here, but it is better to say that they 
aggravated it. Some do not know or do not understand 
that every person, no matter who he 1s, should speak in 
his own mother tongue. It is not worth expending the 
energy, nerves, and time to prove that an Armenian 
should be fluent in Armenian, a Georgian, in Georgian 
and a Turk, in Turkish, etc. However, in connection with 
the situation that has developed recently. for some 
reason some of our fellow countrymen in Armenia are 
persistently trying to prove that Armenians should speak 
in Armenian. However paradoxical it may be. there is 
not one Armenian who would refute this. But the arousal! 
of passions 1s sull continuing. New programs are being 
developed, and energy and resources are being expended 
in order to “invent the wheel.’ The established system ot 
Studying other languages, Russian in particular. is being 
categorically broken in order, allegedly, to improve the 
Study of the native Armenian language. All of this evokes 
sad thoughts, especially when one reads the newspapers 
watches television, and listens to the radio, and there are 
the same official and unofficial people. elected and not 
elected by the people, and specialists and those who are 
not specialists, who are trying to persuade an Armenian 
that he must speak and think in Armenian 


The recent aggravation of the Armenian language 
problem is the result of an unjustified “ban” on the 
Russian language in schools and the mass media- 
television and radio, which, allegedly. “harms” the 
people. But in what way? No one wants to say this. No 
apologist for Armenian wants to admit that the intorma- 
tion that 1s heard in the Russian language. in an inte: 
mediary language, does not reach the reader and listener 
until the third day. It 1s not necessary to be a prophet to 
understand a simple truth: Will this not lead to a kind ot 
self-imposed cultural blockade’ We have already repeat- 
edly lived through a road, gas, and information blockade 
that our neighbors and the center are organizing pur- 
posefully. But that we should organize a cultura! 
blockade for ourselves? This really 1s something new 


It is no secret that limiting the Russian and other 
languages can in no way contribute to an improvement 
in the teaching of the Armenian language in schools 
vocational establishments, and VUZ's [higher educa. 
tional institutions}. On the contrary. we should raise the 
level of study of the Armenian language to the level ot 
the Russian and other languages in the so-called Russian 
schools. We Armenians need this to a great extent. I 
does not matter to Russians whether we study thei 





ARMIENIA 1 


hinguage or not The imaginary protection of the Arme 
han nationality has led to the fact that someone has 
removed the only broadcast in the Russian language on 
Armenian Television, saying thatin Armen everything 
should bein Armenian, and thereby deliberately closed 
the door to the dissemination of objective mformation 
on our current problems, and blockaded its outlet to the 
“pip? world The builders who arrived in the disaster 
area Lived and worked under conditions that bore tittle 
resemblance to normal conditions, and. instead) ot 
helping them and somehow making life easier for them, 
we disregarded ther interests and deprived them of the 
one and only source of local information, With such an 
attitude did we not promote ther early departure? After 
all, the builders and servicemen were a kind of addi- 
tional bearers and disseminators of information on the 
situation that developed 


In what kind of bounds do we place our fellow coun- 
invmen? A creative approach to explanatory and propa- 
gandistic activity should have suggested the idea to 
Armeman Television management of creating and 
video-recording individual short transmissions that 
expose the slander against our people. pogroms, block- 
ades, and genocide. and afterward the organization on a 
rental basis of a weekly show of eight-10 minutes (spon- 
sors will be found) in the central cities and other repub- 
hes contaming material about the real state of affairs 
\fter all) we Armemans need to break through the 
information blockade and disseminate objective intor- 
mation about Armenia throughout the Unmon and the 
world. So let the official, who threatened trom the screen 
with his finger and who removed the program in the 
Russian language. ponder whether what he did was 
beneficial or damaging to his people? Say a Japanese 
person arrives ino Armenia. speaks on television, and 
explains the purpose of his vist what he did. and how 
useful it would be for us and tor him. In the process he 
speaks in Russian. in this case an international language. 
and suddenly vou hear in the background the scanty and 
ungrammatical presentation of his words in Armenian 
And all of this as: covered with the thick sauce of 
“protection” of Armenian nationality. sovereignty, and 
the independence of Armenia. We will hardly achieve 
independence some day with such methods 


One more extreme: the ban on publications ino the 
Russian language. Perhaps there really is something that 
has to be curtatled and corrected somewhat. There 1s no 
argument. But to close the road tor the actual works of 
our screntists through Russian to world science... This ts 
really a harmtul extreme. Judge for yourself. The author 
of these lines wrote a short preface and prepared tor 
facsimile reprinting “Fraternal Help for Armenians Sut- 
tering in Turkey.” which appeared twice at the end of the 
last century (1897-1898) in Moscow, and which ts very 
pertinent to our day. The former director of the Ayastan 
publishing house accepted the proposal. drew up an 
order. and sent it to the printer. Incidentally. the 
reprinting of this collection of documents and materials 
about the monstrous tragedy of the Armenian people in 
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language. The situation 1s no better in the humanities. 
But to translate everything into the Armenian language 1s 
absurd, and it is not needed by anyone, and, indeed, 
where does one get the resources and so many transla- 
lors. 


lt is known that a draft law on language is already 
prepared for discussion in the Supreme Soviet. Only it is 
not known who composed it and with whom there was 
consultation on it. But it should be published in the 
press, and it is better to hold a mini referendum in the 
schools. This will not require expenditures. At the end of 
the school year, all schvols are obliged to hold parents’ 
assemblies at which one can learn the opinions of the 


ARMENIA § 


parents and teachers of all specialties and of the pupils 
And, accordingly, to take proposals into account, In 
addition, it 1s necessary to conduct a “roundtable” on 
Armenian Television live with feedback an 4 the partic- 
ipation of specialists in the Armenian, Russian, English, 
and other languages and specialties, and parents and 
students. To summarize the results of this work it would 
be advisable for the Ministry of Education jointly with 
Goskomvuzov to hold a scientific conference, with par- 
ticipation by scientists, specialists of various kinds of 
VUZ's, vocational establishments, and schools, to 
develop recommendations that could provide the basis 
for a draft law on language for consideration by the 
Supreme Soviet. 








Trade Unions Look at Unemployment 


YIFEOOS TA Moscow RABOCTIAY A TRIBUNA 
nm Russian 27 Jun Yl pl 


[Interview with K. Agaguseynoy, chairman ot the Azer- 
bayan Republic Trade Union Council, by Ali Narbos 
RABOCHAYA TRIBUNA correspondent: “Between a 
Rock and a Hard Place’’} 


[Text] 7his is where Azerhauan trade unions found them 
selves when they learned that unemployment sull exists 


Before the meeting with the chairman of the Azerbaijan 
Republic Trade Union Council, K. Agaguseynov, I looked 
in the encyclopedia: unemployment—a_ phenomenon 
inherent in the capitalist system, it has become chronic 
and widespread in capitalist countries. It does not exist in 
the USSR. 


[Naibov] Kamran Yusitovich, so do we not have unem- 
ployment? 


{Agaguseynov] Your irony 1s uncalled tor. In 1990 the 
State Committee for Statistics of Azerbayan registered 
$43,000 people without jobs. Almost 320,000 of them 
want to work but can tind no employment. Among those 
who in the West would be called “classical” unemployed 
are 223,000 women, 372,000 young people under 30 
years of age. 10,000 teachers, and more than 4,000 
physicians with diplomas. 


[Naibov] You are going to the plenum of the All-Union 
Social Fund for Unemployment Protection. Since our 


newspaper came up with the initiative for the creation of 
this fund, which, by the way. 1s supported by President of 


Azerbaijan, A. Mutalibov, | would like to know what the 
chairman of the ASPS [Azerbayan Trade Umion 
Council] is taking to Moscow 


[Agaguseynov] We share the alarm of RABOCHAYA 
TRIBUNA. How do we ease the lot of those who have 
been left without work. The Azerbayan Trade Union 
Council thinks that the entire complex of measures for 
prevention of unemployment and social protection of 
people who have lost their jobs must be concentrated in 
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the hands of the state in the State Committee for 
Employment under the government. This should be the 
only organ to distribute the employment fund, which 1s 
being formed as an independent financial unit 


Of course, the public Unemployment Protection Fund 1s 
also needed, Only the entire world can solve the unem- 
ployment problem. In our republic we have many funds 
and philanthropic organizations whose goal is social 
protection of the unfortunate and underprivileged, for 
example, the Committee for Nationwide Aid to Kara- 
bakh, and the “Gaygy” (“Concern”) society. 


} can envision the practical realization of the RAB- 
OCHAYA TRIBUNA initiative under tie conditions of 
Azerbayan in the creation of a state-social employment 
fund which gathers all the financial and other sources 
into a single “pot.” 


| Naibov] In other words, in the new funds you see a kind 
of symbiosis of the state and social system of protection 
from unemployment. 


{| Agaguseynov] Precisely. And—let us be realistic—the 
hope for such a fund involves deductions from the profit 
of enterprises and organizations, as is envisioned by the 
mechanism for enacting Union employment legislation. 
The draft decree of the Azerbayan Republic Cabinet of 
Ministers envisions a normative deduction into the 
employment fund in the amount of four percent of the 
wage funds. This is four times as much as 1s envisioned 
by Union legislation. But even now our enterprises are 
turning 26 percent over to the pension fund and the 
social security fund. And 11 percent is taken by the 
stabilization fund. If we add to this another four percent 
“for unemployment,” the collective will have to turn 
over 41 percent of the wage fund. 


The trade unions have ended up between a rock and a 
hard place. Whom shall we protect? We do not think you 
should kick a person when he 1s down. The ASPS has 
offered its own solution: use money from the republic 
stabilization fund to form the unemployment fund. But 
all this must be regulated by the republic law on employ- 
ment. But it has not been adopted yet. And the Union 
law will go into effect on | July. 
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Analysis of People’s Front Activities 
YVIENTISSOA Minsk ZNAMY AT YONOST in Russian 
4 i Y] p + IY” ip Y] p J 


[Article by Anatoly Maysenya, candidate of philosoph- 
ical scrences: “Viewpoint: “The Belorussian People’s 
bront. Two Year Later—It Has Made Itself Felt in the 
Repubhe’s Political Lite Yet Has Not Become a Mass 
Movement. Why Now?’ ] 


}23 Apr 91 p 2] 


[Text] tuthor’s note: Among the documents adopted at 
the 2nd Belorussian) People’s: kront: Congress: was an 

Ippeal to the Mass Medta.” It contains the following 

Journalist, remember that if vou cannot tell the truth ut 
Is hetter to ke ep vilent. kau words. The whole raged \ iN 
wi the fact that inca soctety which has been split in two by 
polincal confrontation itis an unbelievably difficult thing 
to speak one’s truth. Journalist, they are expecting the 
appropriate truth from you—one of two. Here truth is 
judged hy the principle that “whoever ts not with us ts 
UYUINST US telling the truth” means Passing a test of 
political loyalty to one of the two sides. One or the 

rer—there ws no third chowe. Yeta journalist should he 
only himself, alone with his conscience, and therein lies 
his truth 


LAnow thatomy comments on the 2nd Belorusstan Peo 
ples Front Congress and the future of the movement will 
probably cause some to protest, others will not under 
stand, and some will be enraged. Well, 1 do not expect 
applause. only want to do one thing: without anger 0 
Aras to communicate something about which | have been 
thinking for a long time 


\Imost two years ago we departed from the Minsk train 
Staion through a cloud of smoke on an early-morning 
diesel, bound for the Ist Belorussian People’s Front 
Congress in’ Vilnius. It was a congress in exile—the 
Belorussian SSR CP Central Committee leaders of that 
time had done everything they could to ensure that no 
place for mt could be tound in Minsk, thereby unwittingly 
lending the newly-emerged movement even greater 
moral strength. Being driven out strengthened people's 
faith that the cause for the sake of which emissaries from 
all of Belorussia had gathered in Vilnius was a just cause 
\ cause worth fighting for: restoration to the Belorus- 
sians of their ethnic. civil and human dignity. The 
commonality of goals created a common atmosphere 
Those who attended the founding congress will long 
remember its special atmosphere, the spirit of comrade- 
Ship, the endless cheers of “Zhyve Belarus!” [Long live 
Belorussia'] which resounded under the roof of the 
Palace. the premiere of a Moving poem by R. Borodulin. 
read by the author, the firm handshakes duriiy the 
breaks between sessions 


Yet even then in the speeches trom the podium, in the 
heated debates on the steps of the Palace and in the 
individual comments trom delegates in the hall one 
could tell just how different these people were in their 
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disposition, behets and temperament. The scathing and 
faintly anguished words of Zenon Posznyak, at that time 
securely settled in his role as Belorussian People’s Front 
leader, the speeches of historian Mikhas Thachey, Pozn 
yak’s future comrade in the Soym, emotional yet more 
memorable for their convincing tone and well-reasoned 
arguments, the distilled and dramatically delivered 
speech by deputy Aleksandr Zhuravley, which only lett 
behind a non-specific pleasant feeling. There were also 
claqueurs at the congress who drowned out those who 
did not talk “the night way”; at the organizing commil- 
lee’s press conference all journalists were divided into 
the categories of “enlightened and unenlightened” on the 
basis of the usual principle, and occasionally outbursts of 
anger and malice would occur. All these things hap 
pened. The Ist Belorussian People’s Front Congress 
abounded in contrasts; light and dark danced there. 
constantly alternating. Even then, in June 1989, at the 
meeting of delegates in Vilnius there appeared some- 
thing which gave the People’s Front a chance ot 
becoming a broad movement united by a single common 
goal. That was the first path which was open to the 
Belorussian People’s Front. But it was there at the 
congress that the second path could also first be dis 
cerned: it was there that alarming notes of intolerance 
and ideological narrow-mindedness could be heard. Like 
atime bomb these things were built into the foundation 
of the movement. The first symptoms of neo-Bolshevism 
could be observed there. Only time can tell which of 
these paths the Belorussian People’s Front will take. 
which tendency will prevail. 


In Vilnius harmony did prevail over all the differences, 
and the association of democratic forces was bound 
together by a common program of action. The Belorus- 
sian People s Front had entered the political arena. 


Iwo years have gone by. At the end of March the 
Belorussian People’s Front met for its 2nd Congress. The 
congress was held at the Palace of Textile Workers in 
Minsk and took place quite openly; this time there was 
no need tor it to hide in exile, and it was not preceded by 
any agitation or intrigues or the accusation campaigns in 
the press which were customary in the past. That alone 
indicates that something has been accomplished in two 
years, that much in the political situation has changed 
for the better and that our democracy 1s getting healthier 


Approximately SOO delegates attended the congress 
those most active in and devoted to the cause of the 
Belorussian People’s Front, those who had all along 
shared the Belorussian People’s Front’s joys and sor- 
rows, victories and defeats. Now it was their task to 
come together and answer two main questions: “What 
were the principal results of these two years’ and 
“What awaits the Belorussian People’s Front in the 
future?” 


The opening of the congress was not marked by excessive 
pomp or ceremonial flourishes, but was quite dramatic 
Incidentally, this was an indication of greater experience 
than in the past. The congress was opened by Vasil 
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Bykov. The audience listened caretully and expectantl 
to every word the writer spoke and thanked him tor his 
support of the Belorussian People’s Front at such a 
difficult time with thunderous applause. Vasil By kov's 
Statements that the Front was created spontaneously by 


the people, that it includes the best sons and daughters of 


the people. seemed like a continuation of the words ot 
blessing on the Belorussian People’s Front spoken to the 
delegates at the very start of the congress by Orthodoxy, 
Uniate and Evangelical ministers 


Blessings in the lite of the Belorussian People’s Front 
have been few and far between. Fate has constantly tried 
the People’s Front and its leaders to see how strong they 
are, and unfortunately they have not always come 
through those trials victorious 


One of the workers who spoke at a rally addressed to 
strikers on 4 April on Lenin Square made an appeal to 
support demands tor live television coverage of the event 
so that people throughout the republic would know that 
“it was workers, not the Pelorussian People’s Front, who 
have come here today.” [he contrast was made sharply 
and unequivocally. Even it it were only a voice in the 
crowd—after all. a rally is a rally—it clearly expressed 
the attitude of a majority of ordinary workers toward the 
Belorussian People’s Front. Let us look the truth in the 
eves: the Belorussian People’s Front has not come to be 
primarily a people's tront. a genuinely massive demo- 
cratic movement of all the people. Therein lies its 
tragedy. The idea of the Belorussian People’s Front 
proved much broader and more attractive than the 
reality of the Belorussian People’s Front 


This assertion may seem categorical and even unfair 
against the backdrop of the tremendous work for the 
good of Belorussia which has been done by the People’s 
Front since its establishment. And was not Zenon 
Poznyak correct when tn his report to the 2nd Congress 
he listed among the main fruits of the Belorussian 
People’s Front’s work over the past two ycars the truth 
about Chernobyl, movement toward Belorussian inde 
pendence, which has become possible as a result of the 
Declaration of Sovereignty adopted by the Supreme 
Soviet, the foundations of which declaration were set 
forth by the members of the opposition, constructive 
work by the Belorussian People’s Front’s parliamentary 


faction, which has to a great extent been a generator of 


new ideas and approaches the beginning of the emer- 
gence of a civil society in ’elorussia, the about-face in 
people's consciousness. in their perceptions of socialism 
and the role of the CPSU in the republic’s past and 
present, something which has occurred since Belorussian 
People’s Front rallies and newspapers began presenting 
the truths about Kuropaty. the illegal privileges enjoyed 
by the “servants of the people” and al! sorts of hard 
currency machinations by party wheelers and dealers”! | 
could go on listing the Belorussian People’s Front’s 
services through its other actions. which have had the 
general effect of expanding the beachhead of democracy 


I BIS-LSR-91-012 
9 July 1991 


and liberty in our republic. Z. Poznyak is right, and no 
one can take those accomplishments away trom. the 
Belorussian People’s Front 


Even though the Belorussian People’s Front was not the 
only source of this bitter, purifying truth, nonetheless its 
voice was louder and more contident than others, it had 
more courage, resolve and will in its Opposition to the 
System. A System which detinitely did not look kindly 
on the Belorussian People’s Front and was out to sup- 
press the Front from the very beginning of its existence 


Yetevery time we pay tribute to the People’s Front we. 
like itor not, run into the same accursed question: “Why 
has the Belorussian People’s Front not become a move 
ment of all the people?” Even Zenon Poznyak could not 
avoid this question in his speech at the congress. formiu- 
lating it in an even more gloomy way: “Why has the 
Front, which 1s of an oppositional. anti-communist 
nature, not become a mass movement?” The answer ot 
the Belorussian People’s Front’s leader was essentially 
that a massive opposition movement in Belorussia 1s as 
a matter of principle impossible since. firstly. the civil 
community in the republic has been totally destroyed, 
secondly, the people are characterized by a low level otf 
political awareness and, thirdly. the emergence of such a 
movement 1s being hampered by ethnic and cultural 
amorality: “Until a sound ethnic foundation has been 
restored consolidation of society is impossible 


Everything the speaker listed 1s the plain truth, just not 
the whole truth. It would be more correct to say that itis 
the favorable part of the truth. picked out by the Belorus- 
sian People’s Front’s leader to divert attention trom 
analysis of the mistakes made by the movement and his 
own failings, and to once again demonstrate that he 
personally and the Belorussian People’s Front leadership 
in general are not sufficiently capable of reflection and 
healthy self-criticism, that the rally-orrented form. of 
expression continues to preclude well-balanced and 
unbiased analysis from his speeches 


A special part of that analysis should be devoted to the 
role of Zenon Poznyak as an individual in the movement 
and to his influence over the emergence of the Belorus- 
sian People’s Front. He 1s the true leader of the People’s 
Front, its spiritual guide and symbol. He is without a 
doubt a major political figure to whom the Belorussian 
People’s Front is greatly indebted. especially if one 
considers our virtually insurmountable instinct to reduce 
entire historical eras and phenomena to a single person 
Remember: “We say ‘the party” but we mean ‘Lenin’. 
Or the interpretation of Stalinism based on Stalin as an 
individual. It 1s the same here: we say Belorussian 
People’s Front, but what we see in our mind's eve 1s 
Zenon Poznyak. Yet there is a reversed, dark side to this 
identification of the Belorussian People’s Front with its 
leader: extrapolation of his human shortcomings and 
failings into the policy of the movement itself. So the 
movement become a hostage to its leader. Hence the 
Belorussian People’s Front’s authoritarian image. hence 
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the feeling of intolerance and radicalism which it pro 
jected even when the Front was too diverse and when 
there was plenty of internal dissent within it. People 
judge the Belorussian People’s Front on the basis of 
Zenon Poznyak, on the basis of his speeches at rallies 
and his article, which always evoke a tumultuous reac: 
tion by their categorical tone and the inflexibility of the 
positions expressed. As a result of this identification the 
Belorussian People’s Front has the problem ot “leade- 
rism. incidentally. this issue was brought up at the 
congress in a speech given by A. Yemelyanoy, chairman 
ot the National Democratic Party of Belorussia 


The increase in Zenon Poznyak’s influence over the 
Belorussian People’s Front has given impetus to a move 
to radicalize the entire movement, and along with it to 
the process of self-awareness and definition of various 
ideological and political forces within the Belorussian 
People’s Front. We should not go to extremes: we must 
not make an absolute out of the personality tactor, even 
it we are dealing with an outstanding personality. Zenon 
Poznyak was and 1s a worthy voice expressing the radical 
tendency which has been making itself felt since the 
creation of the People’s Front. Other standard bearers ot 
this radical tendency in the Belorussian People’s Front 
leadership along with Poznyak are Yu. Khodyko. \ 
Vecherko, V. Ivashkevich, A. Susha and others At the 
lower levels of the People’s Front they have numerous 
followers and sympathizers. Through their combined 
etforts they have sharply increased the vector of radi- 
calism within the Belorussian People’s Front 


In terms of its psychological climate this radicalism ts 
indisputably similar to Bolshevism in its new guise 
neo-Bolshevism. Untortunately there 1s nothing which 
disappears from history without a trace. and by ao 
means do we always glean the best from its geneti 
memory. Ac ording to the classics the past has the habit 
ot hanging like a nightmare over the minds of those who 
live in the present. According to the political goals 
expressed in their programs. Bolshevism and the 
Belorussian People’s Front ideology are diametricalls 
opposite, and there 1s no need to prove that. however. as 
two extremes they are united by their degree of intoler- 
ance. by their reyection of history and by messiani 
ideology and its accompanying intallibility comple, 
They are linked by their common spirit. Of course. ans 
comparison ts conditional, especially when specitic his- 
torical phenomena are being compared. but in this case 
the similarity 18 too amazing not to notice. All of this ts 
simply happening at a new turn in the spiral. under new 
conditions 


Fxplaining to the delegates the purpose of the much- 
publicized action to place “gifts” at the Lenin monu- 
ment on November of last vear. Zenon Poznyak 
declared the necessity of demonstrating in this fashion 
the Belorussian People’s Front’s lack of complicity with 
the regime. Yet it 1s impossible to exist outside of the 
history of one’s own people: willingly or not we are all 
accomplices in it. | highly respect the idea expressed by 
Academician D. Likhachev. who has experienced all the 
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Ihere is nota 
ito blame—we are 
all to blame tor what has happened over the past decade 
| emphasize everyone, WITHOUT CX eptron Furthermore, 
Heoseems to me that today the sense of our irreproach- 
ability and intallibility has given rise to another feeling 
a desire tor vengeance and payback. a desire to settle 
scores, Lo denouns Others. not oneself.” L do 
not think that this highly diznitied human being and 
cluzen. who embodies the conscience of the Russian 
intelligentsia. ever personally encountered Belorussian 
People’s Front radicals’ He was simply sketching a 
universal psychological type which happens to be a 
pertect fit tor the leaders of the People's Front 


“charms of the regime tor himselt 


single person who can sa. that he is ni 


and }Ucdgre 


a sense of one’s own intallibilityv—stems the 
vengeance. trom this stem the demands for a 
communists. Who wall be 
ngeance’ History” The present mem- 
bear no responsibility for the evil 
deeds of the Stalinist regime? As tor the party as a whole 
history has pronounced its judgment and the CPSU 
whether it likes itor not. already today bears the heavy 
cross of moral responsibility. to the people for their 
have to repent betfo e the 


From this 
thirst tor 
new Nuremberg Prial ot the 
the object of this v¢ 
bers of the CPSE | whe 


" | , j 
national traged\ 


’ } , 1) 
people many times 


But the desire tor ngeeance which has seized the 


Belorussian People’s Front radicals who are demanding 


a public tral ot the CPSU is dangerous because it keeps 
us busy dealing with the past. it harks back to the trials ot 
the 1980's) This is counter to the principles of 
luUManism. itis simply un-Christian) Zenon Poznvak 
was with good intention reminded of this from the 
Belorussian People’s Front Congress podium by Oleg 
Bembel. one of the orgat rs of the Christian Demo- 
cratic lomior t B russia WW do not need to exact 
engeance. Zenon. Not for our grandtathers, now tor 
Kuropats. not for the Crulag Pherein les truth: in this 
position there iS a great moral strength. But will a 
principle which rejects Vengeance penetrate the minds of 
Belorussian People's Front leaders’ In order to accom- 
plish this one would have to remove the hermetic seal 


around their way of thinking and carry it beyond the 
strict bounds of id ey. Thus tar thes remain faithful 
to themselves. remain unbending and unvielding: “Soc 
Those are the words of 


tt demanding condem- 


et. demands condemnation 


Zenon Poznvak. Bul society 1s. n 


nation, 1s demanding cleansing. Ironically. this was 
proven by the Belorussian Pes ples Front leader himself 
when he used the example of Grermany. where in recent 
cears the syndrome of guilt’ and repentance for the 
crimes of the Nazis dur Ing the last world war has become 


stronger and stronger) The ones repenting are those who 


did not take part in thos | deeds. who perhaps were 
not even born vet) Yet thes repent betore the victim 
peoples tor their national history. for their own national 


traged\. A worth sample to tollow. if of course the 


facts are not interpreted falsely 


In Zenon Poznyak’s estimation. principled anti- 


communism has been on tt the main truits of the 
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hronts esolution, the Front has placing of the “pills” was an expression of the Belorus 
Hlusson of cooperations with the sian People’s Fronts principled antecommuniwm a 
(St oth and of steell ant symbolic break with totalitarianism, in this way the 
ponopled ant-communiam, has Belorussian People’s Front said “no” to Lenin the 
permit ia democratic society “bloods architect of mass murder Thus tt wa. a matter 
ihe principled communism of the Of prinerple 
Ho) Especially in our society 
ihe diclatorship of communist Clearly, principles also did not permit sharing with the 
simply what form this “prin congress a critical assessment of the Belorussian People s 
will take and what conse Front action by renowned scientist’ Adam Maldis 
avcom real polities The ant Maldis deseribed the placing of the “pitts” as a tactical 
chon Povoyvak and those who think like mistake 
py ofthe communist viewpoint held 
Holshevths a doctrinaire approach Monuments are defenseless, they will bear any insult in 
luliam and oversimplification. A silence. Yet is it really dignified to insult someone who 
in Sovictologist once made this com cannot respond” There are other methods more appro 
bhoonl) thing worse than militant priate to the standards of democracy with which to nd 
intecommunism — T think that society of the mythologizing of things associated with 
Lenin, restoring to Lenin his genuine, human image 
With all of his outstanding accomplishments and his 
pled antlcommunism.” viewed tragic shortcomings 
i desire to settle scores with the 


i the cost, plus the sense of one’s Quite apart from everything else politics has its own 
lorpedoing all efforts to achieve logic: what a free artist can permit himself in abstract 
Nn Posnyak expressed his stance on musings 1s often death for a pohtican “The wise poli 
quite clearly “We cannot tician always proceeds on the basis of the actual situa 

tion, without compromising his principles” was the 


exhortation to politicians left behind by English thinker 
pomntiess to look for under E Burke 


\re they really all bandits 

s all communists with the same 

political mistake which will only 

ples Front. irs also an act of 

leaders of the Belorussian Peo 

ory Let me remind them of 

shed in PRAVDA two vears ago 
Belorussian correspondents were 

the central press to present their 
niormation about the founding 

an People’s Front. This greatly 

sian SSR CP Central Committee 

Ye Sokolos At the 2nd Belorussian 

( ongress the delegates greeted the atten 
PRANDDA correspondent (incidentally. the 
srote that article two years ago—author's 
pp ng boos and foot-stamping “Prin 


Y m action 


The paradox lies in the fact that the Belorussian People s 
Front, which has as its main goal the restoration of the 
national spirit, often acts counter to the national spirit 

the Belorussians noted tolerance, their respect for mon 

uments, their traditionalism and abhorrence of violence 

not matter what form it may take. People were shaken by 
what they saw on television. it was difficult for them to 
understand the symbolism of what was happening. as 
Zenon Poznyak put it at the congress. People perceived 
tas i was—"“Why are you going around carrying a 
noose’ 1s one of the ticklish questions, according to one 
of the delegates, which the Belorussian People’s Front ts 
hearing everywhere now 


What the radical wing of the Belorussian People’s Front 
has attempted to do with the public consciousness in the 
era of glasnost might be termed “shock therapy ~ Mer 
cilessly blunt revelations at Belorussian People's Front 
ralhes first put people in a state of shock, but the shock 
was followed by new awareness, myths crumbled and 
should not argue about princi idols fell from their pedestals... People learned to look at 
sith personal principles. In the world around them with a liberated and comple .-tres 
pposite principles are always pase Yet every method of treatment has its limit 
bevond which it turns into its opposite and begins to 
harm. not heal. You cannot cure with shock alone. Abuse 
sas discussion of the events of 7 o! this “shock therapy” by Belorussian People's Front 
lt one 1s to pudge by the reaction radicals cannot lead to anything but mass hysteria and 
hairman Zenon Poznyvak won the disorientation in society 
passion he attempted to prove 
the Belorussian People’s Front The ahenation of the Belorussian People’s Front trom 
was an historic act and that the the public mind went hand-in-hand with its radical drift 
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Pront would become an “aggravating circum 
new partes. since they would have to 
ihe Negative image of the Belorussian People's 
bront which exitsin many people's minds. [tis true that 
the Belorussian People’s Front's gift is more than gen 
rous Hut do the new parties and their leaders want it’ 


tile fant thy 


issutti 


\i the aforementioned meeting of representatives from 
three parties the local emussarnies unanimously attested to 
Ihe fact that people ask before joining their party 


shether the party will support the Belorussian People’s 


Front) Thes preter to keep their distance from. the 
Hy russian Hy Ope 4 } ront 
Kul this as not the only thing that separates the Belorus 


san People’s Front and the new parties. There are also 
fundamental ideological differences between them. For 
sample the Belorussian People’s Front has an outright 
socialism. including the clearly 


Hicty te the term 


y nm ialedemocratic prospects for Belorussia, which 
iurn are championed by the Belorussian Social Dem 
rat Party This visceral hostility toward socialism per 
on the part of certain’ Belorussian People's Front 


aders. in particular Zenon Poznvak. is manifested ina 


dicrous condemnatory attitude toward the leaders of 
he Belorussian Social Democratic Party. whom thes are 
al a | | use of politn al ipgnorans tC and romanti- 


sm. Without even attempting to realize that Belorus- 


48 Shortest path to Europe is through social democ- 
m | 
Ihat us the reality Not a very optimistic one tor the 
Belorussian People’s Front 
Ihe stubboonness of Belorussian People’s Front leaders 


therr leading and guiding role can only cause the 
K ssian Peoples Front to become marginalized or 
to put at terms. to sink to the bottom of 


in simple 


In order to avon the worst the Belorussian People’s 
nly one option. to attempt to establish equal 
ations with other parties and social orga- 

[he most important thing mght now 1s 
sithout making an absolute of differences or harping on 


them. to preserve things held in common which could 


become the basis for mutually advantageous coopera- 
That reyection of totalitarianism, striving toward 
femocra iiberation of the individual. introduction of 


private property and free enterprise and. most impor 


tant ittainment of national sovereignty A democrat 

h ! parties in parhament could be formed on this 

ha (one truth said Vasil Bykov from the congress 

rand ’ Ss hoooming ever more clear to us we should 
save ourselves through our own efforts alone 

That Ilruc for evenone 

lust as ther Ss one white-red-white flag for evervon 


issia § path to national Revival 


1} neress 1s declared closed) The delegates stand up 


p the song playing over the loudspeakers They 
composed by 


ne tt Belorussian National Anthem 
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“Into battle for the happiness and treedom of our 
glorious people we have gone willingly, brothers, gone to 
battle every one, every one” 


The anthem was recorded off the radio. In these words of 
the Belorussian anthem, transmitted trom tar away ina 
foreign land, through the static and the taint spots. the 
words of an anthem unrecognized and persecuted in its 
homeland, lay the whole Belorussian People’s Front its 
victones and defeats, its strength and weakness. its 
principles and utopias 


Faction Formed in Republic Parliament 


YVIENIVI°A Moscow KOMSOMOLSAAY TE PRAIED A 
In Russian Ol Jun Vi pl 


[Report by KOMSOMOLSKAY A PRAVDA stall corre 
spondent ©. Egorova, Minsk) “There Is Such a Fac 
lion’ | 


[Text] Deputy Aleksandr Lukashenko delivered to the 
session a public statement on behalf of his more than 30 
colleagues, and the Belorussian parliament split once 
again. 


The main point in the group's statement: to immediately 
Stop the confrontation and to determine the methods ot 
getting out of the crisis. The deputies believe that the 
current republic leadership is too conservative. The 
party group in the Supreme Soviet consists mostly of 
nomenklatura functionaries and detends the interests of 
the command-administrative system Article 6 of the 
USSR Constitution was changed a long time ago. they 
said, but little has changed in Belorussia, Both in local 
ities and in the center the party organs still interfere in 
economic affairs, thereby violating the laws adopted by 
the republic Supreme Soviet. The substance of the newly 
created group's demands lies in their disagreement with 
the political leadership of the Communist Party of 
Belorussia 


CP Resolution on Renaming Soviet  nion 


YIENIGIZO Minsk SOVETSAAY A BELORUSSI) 1 
im Russian 13 Jun Yl pl 


[Resolution of the Bureau of the Communist Party ot 
Belorussia Central Committee: Position of the Commu 
nist Party of Belorussia Central Commitice on the Name 
of the Future All-U'mon Federation’ | 


[Text] As is known, the Fourth Congress of USSR 
People’s Deputies considered an item “On the Name of 
the Soviet State” and by majority vote (through a roll 
call) made a decision to keep the current name of the 
USSR—the Umion of Soviet Socialist Republics The 
congress expressed its support for the unity of the 
country and its existing name and emphasized that they 
are the result of the historic community of the Soviet 
peoples and of the already established ties among them 
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By decision of the Congress of USSR People’s Deputies 
this issue was put up for popular vote (referendum). By 
decision of the USSR Supreme Soviet, the ballot for this 
secret vote contained the following wording of the ques 
tions “Do you beheve it necessary to preserve the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics as a renewed federation of 
equal sovereign republics in which the rights and tree: 
doms of people of any nationality will be fully guaran- 
teed?” The referendum results are known) 76.4 percent, 
or an absolute majority of those citizens of our country 
who took partin the referendum, voted in support of the 
unity and future development of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. More than five million citizens ot 
the Belorussian Soviet Socialist Republic also. firmly 
expressed ther will 82.7 percent of those who took part 
in the referendum voted for the preservation of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 


In this regard, itis hard to understand the position of the 
Preparatory Committee On Completing the Work on the 
Dratt of the New Union Treaty, which proposed a new 
name for the future federation) the Union of Soviet 
Sovereign Republics, while dropping the word “social- 
ist’ from it. They offer a strange argument to support 
their point: This word ostensibly represents an “ideolog: 
ical symbol” and there 1s nothing of this kind in the 
names of other countries in the world 


The preparatory committee de facto ignored the decision 
of the Congress of USSR People’s Deputies as the 
supreme organ of state power in the country. the results 
of the national referendum, and thus the will of the 
Soviet people 


This fact has brought numerous responses to communist 
and soviet organs of the republic in which communists 
and the majority of the working people of Belorussia 
express their angry outrage and decisively protest 


Considering that the issue of the state's name ts of 
principal importance, and that nobody except the people 
themselves has a mght to undertake the historic respon- 
sibility for the future development of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, expressing its disagreement 
with the position of the Preparatory Committee on 
Completing the Work on the Draft of the New Union 
Treaty. and supporting numerous demands of the com 
munists and the working people of the republic to 
decisively reyect any attempts to act against the will of 
the people, the Bureau of the Belorussian CP Central 
Committee resolves 


| To appeal to the general secretary of the CPSU Central 
Committee, USSR President M.S. Gorbachey. to take all 
necessary steps to preserve, in accordance with the will 
of the people of our multinational Fatherland, the name 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. which com 
bines the advantages of our historic past and determines 
the future sociopolitical structure of our state 


2. The Bureau of the Belorussian CP Central Committee 
appeals to the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee 
to merease the activities in support of the will of the 
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Soviet people. expressed at the reterendum, tor the 
renewed All-Union federation under the name of the 
tinion of Soviet Socialist Republics 


lo arouse communists, through the means of organiza. 
Honal, ideological, and propaganda work, and through 
the party press, in defense of the socialist choice made by 
our people, and to decisively rebull attempts on the part 
of cortain political groupings and their leaders to change 
the political course of the development of our state 


y tousk the editoral board of PRAVDA newspaper to 
bring the contents of this resolution to its readers. 


1) June 199] 


Social, Economic Anti-Crisis Draft Program 
YVIENISSHED MinsA SOLE TSAAY AT RELORUSSIYA 


In Russian 17 Mav 91 pp 2-3 


{ratt program tor the economic stabilization and social 
protection of the Republic's population: “The Republic's 
Foonomy Can Come Out of the Crisis’ ] 


{leat} The economic and political situation in’ the 
COUNTFY IS worsening 


In addition to the universally acknowledged faults of the 
command-administrative system. (supercentralization, 
nonequivalent wages, artificial prices, and so on) there 
have been hasty and inconsistent actions by the center, 
not coordinated with the republics. This led to a huge 
budgetary deficit, a collapse of the financial and credit- 
monetary system, the depreciation of the ruble, and the 
destruction of the consumer market 


All of this has put a heavy burden on the Belorussian 


economy as well Whereas until recently. at the cost of 


incredible effort and thanks to a reserve of strength, the 
Republic was still able to prevent any drop in production 


and in the living standard and to preserve the growth of 


the national income and the volumes of output, in the 
intial months of this year the situation changed sharply. 
\ general crisis appeared in our Republic as well 


Procurement breakdowns and reduced resource imports 
and. hence. drop in production and uncontrolled wage 
increases led to inflation. an increase in the wholesale 
price of equipment and resources in agriculture along 
with fived prices of agricultural commodities, which 
threatens with bankruptcy a number of farms. The 
condition of our economy today satisfies no one 


The sharp decline in the living standard and the uncon- 
sidered price increases by the government, rather than 


having a price reform, naturally led to an outburst of 


open popular protest and a controntation among polit- 
ical forces. resulting in strikes at numerous enterprises 
In turn. this only aggravated the situation, taking 
Belorussia to the brink of catastrophe 


\ccording to the specialists, the Republic's 199] 
national income could drop by approximately 20 percent 
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as a result of procurement taiures and the economn 
imbalance. Industrial production could decline by one 
quarter. This would endanger all social programs The 
real income and purchasing power of the population 
would decline even further, Many enterprises may have 
to close down and people become unemployed 


In their effort to rescue the situation and pive the 
population of the Republic social protection, many of 
the decisions of the Belorussian Supreme Soviet and 
government have exceeded by far the range of the 
measures stipulated by the USSR Council of Ministers 
The Republic has lifted all restrictions on wages paid at 
enterprises, the rates for basic housing and communal 
services have remained unchanged, the tix on goods in 
daily demand has been lifted, the cost of public catering 
for workers and employees 1s being compensated tor the 
price of food served in secondary and higher schoo! 
cafeterias has been lowered, wages have been raised 
because of the higher cost of goods tor children, and the 
salaries of physicians and teachers have been increased 


All of this has severely affected the Republic's budget 
without, however, alleviating the situation Let us 
bluntly say that it could not have been alleviated) The 
difficulty of the situation demands a drastic turn above 
all, on the scale of the Union 


Six years of perestroyka failures have indicated that the 
gradual and time-spaced conversion to a market 
economy 18 pernicious. Having destroyed the old tes 
based on directives, and inadmissibly postponed the 
transition to a real market self-regulation, having ied the 
hands and feet of the Republic and having imposed on it 
its decisions, instead of achieving a unitied economic 
area, the center produced a disruptive and unbalanced 
economic mechanism 


The inertia of the economic breakdown can be elim 
nated not with one-time measures but only as a result of 
a full complement of decisive measures aimed at stab: 
lizing finances, liberalizing prices, and privatizing state 
property. In this area the role of the center is decisive 
The Republic can only slow down the destructive process 
and the decline of the volume of output and the living 
standard. Through the joint efforts of the republics the 
center must be made to abandon indecisiveness and 
display common sense and economic logic 


The interests of national salvation demand of us extreme 
and exceptional steps which would enable the Republic 
to remain on top and not find itself in a dump with 
everyone else, or in a state of total breakdown and 
poverty 


It 1s impossible to implement these steps without an 
efficient program which could be understood and 
accepted by the entire population of Belorussia. by all 
labor collectives, and all management organs in the 
Republic's capital and in the localities. and by all polit 
ical groups. The main feature must be understood 
matters have gone too far, a painless solution to the crisis 
iS impossible, and no easy ways remain open tous A 
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conversion to the market makes life very difficult. [tas 
Impossible without unpopular and, sometimes, even 
harsh and exceptional measures, However, there simply 
ims ono other solution 


lodasy the question of whether to survive or not to 
sursiveus one of trustin the selected way, without which 


Hosimpossible to mobilize our forces, [his a Question of 


trusting the authorities. To this effect an exceptional 
antiecrisis governmental program is being proposed, 
which presumes the immediate solution of the following 
problems 


preventing the dislocation of the national economy, 


ensuring the systematic implementation of the pro- 
gram for the conversion of the Republic to a market 
COONROMS 


stopping the decline in the living standard of the 
people. normalizing supphes to the population with 
hood. medicines, and prime necessity goods 


Conversion lo Market Relations 


In the me since the implementation of the program of 


a conversion to the market was started, the Belorussian 
SSR Supreme Soviet passed a number of laws to lay a 
legal foundation tor this process. They included the 
laws on ownership. enterprises, leasing, the 
peasant (private) farm, local self-government and local 
the national bank and activities of banks on 
Republic terntory. indexing the population income in 
accordance with inflation, and the Land Code 


tollow inv 


QOTPOOTTVN 


Cn the basis of these legislative acts, the Republic's 
nt began to take practical steps for a conver- 


S nN toa market CCOnOmMys 


Phe following committees were set up under the Belorus- 
sian SSR Counctl of Ministers: management of state 
propert\. land retorm and land structure, and the 
Belorussian SSR Goznak [State Securities]. The initial 
taken to reorganize state into share-holding 
enterprises and economic associations, to lease equip- 
ment with the right to purchase, to sell or grant property 


try. vy 


SI pS wer 


harkee. el 


Its contemplated that by the end of this vear more than 
LOO enterprises will be converted to leasing, with the 
right to purchase. and about 60 plants and factones will 
be restructured as share-holding or other collective own- 
‘rShip torms. Together with the enterprises purchased by 
es or sold at auctions and through bids, or 
else transterred tree ot charge. the total value of the 
privatized property will reach 3.5 billion rubles. This ts 
an incredibly difficult: task. more psychological than 
which will require a radical change in the 
publi perception. in the mind of the worker, the spe- 
clalist. and the minister. and of anyone who must 
develop the new quality of owner, entrepreneur, and 
i his work) Nonstandard approaches are needed 


mapvor collecth 


CONNOTEA 


mastel 


iN improving tinances. attracting foreign investments, 
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destatifying and privatizing the economy, creating a 
market infrastructure and developing truly market rela 
Hons 


Development of Private Enterprise 


The following must be accomplished by | September 
199] 


—introduce in the Belorussian SSR Civil and Criminal 
Codes the amendments which will remove all obsta 
cles on the way to the development of private enter 
prise and, above all. formulate and pass laws on 
private enterprise and freedom of economic activities 
economic associations, stock-owning companies and 
companies with limited lability, 


—formulate a program tor training people in the cle 
ments of private enterprise. which would include the 
creation of centers and network of Courses to teach the 
basics of business, develop sets of training ind 
methodical matenals and recruit specialists from out 
side the Republic (including trom countries with a 
market economy) and assign cadres to study abroad 


—introduce a simplified procedure tor Republic citizens 
who would like to go abroad tor training. and establish 
firm relations with foreign organizations which train 
cadres for private enterprise 


—formulate a plan tor the development of legal services 
with a view to the knowledgeable study of problems 
related to private enterpriss 


—create a committee tor the development and support 
of private enterprise 


—provide equal conditions tor material and technical 
procurements, granting loans. price setting. and taxa 
tion in enterprises in the governmental and nongoy 
ernmental economic sectors 


—instruct the information media in the Republic to 
provide more extensively coverage of foreign and 
domestic experience in the development of pris ate 
enterprise 


Destatification and Privatization 


By | July 1991 a Republic program tor destatitication 
and privatization must be ready. based on the principle 
of voluntary participation, a gradual approach. eco 
nomic expediency. and a vanety of forms of economi 
management 


The following must be secured 


—priority in privatizing trade. public catering. consumer 
and automotive services. and small transportation 
industry. and other economic enterprises ini which 
nongovernmental structures are the most efficient 
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systematic privatization of agriculture, including the 
selling of lots for truck gardening and priority priva- 
lization with a view to developing Competition among 
enterprises servicing agricultural production: 


priority 1a the formulation of a legal base which would 
regulate the process of destatification and privatiza- 
tion and the procedure tor buying and transterring 
State property, and making use of the funds obtained 
asa result of the privatization: 


reorganization, in the first stage, of the large and 
medium-sized state enterprises into state and mixed 
sShare-holding companies, operating on the basis of 
commercial conditions: 


—organize the sale of part of leased state premises, with 
the exception of those leased to enterprises and orga- 
nizations of the handicapped. 


Demonopolization and the Creation of a Competitive 
Environment 


(tits next session the Belorussian SSR Supreme Soviet 
will consider and pass the Belorussian SSR law “On 
Counteracting Monopolistic Activities.” as a conse- 
quence of which the following will be achieved: 


preventing and ending the activities of enterprises. 
ministries. and trade organizations which hold a dom- 
inant position on the market, should such activities 
harm the interests of consumers in the area of prices. 
quality. and variety of goods and services: 


protecting private enterprise and competition trom 
the diktat of management organs and monopoly enter- 
prises 


—preventing unconscientious competition and the 
extracuhion of protit: by defrauding consumers and 
economic partners 


—crealing an anti-monopoly committee of the Belorus- 
sian SSR to whom extensive rights will be granted 


Development of a Market Infrastructure 


In the course of 1991 it will be necessary to complete the 
reorganization ot the specialized banks into commercial 
banks and to convert to a commercial basis other cred- 
iting institutions. to immediately undertake the organi- 
vation of a network of auditing and brokerage compa- 
mies. a Stock exchange. and holding and investment 
companies. To this effect. to organize the training ot 
cadres. purchase the necessary equipment, and provide 
premises. an seed money. and to establish cooperation 
with other countries 


During the second and third quarters of 1991. lay the 
foundations of an infrastructure tor a commodities 
market. which would include the creation of commodity - 
raw material exchanges. and brokerage and dealership 
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Offices. reorganize the maternal and technical procure- 
ment establishments into commercial centers, and inde- 
pendent wholesale-brokerage firms, legalize and ensure 
the legal protection of brokerage activities. 


Create the infrastructure of a labor market in. the 
Republic using the tacilities of existing job placement 
bureaus 


With a view to accelerating the organization of a housing 
market, immediately undertake its privatization on a 
voluntary and tree-of-charge basis, within the stipulated 
standards. with payment for the occupation of surplus 
areas, on the basis of stipulated prices, and provide of 
facihties tor the purchase of housing by underprivileged 
families. Increase rental payments for surplus living 
space over and above standard rents by as much as a 
factor of LO 


Urgent Measures To Stabilize the Economy 


Bearing in mind the steps which will be taken to ensure 
the social protection of the population related to the 
introduction of new retail prices, an additional sum ot 
approximately 1.6 billion rubles will be necessary, on top 
of enterprise-owned funds: by the end of the vear the 
budget deficit could exceed five bilhon rubles. 


Under these circumstances, it 1s necessary to review the 
problem of tund transfers to the Union budget. pro- 
ceeding from the actual revenue contributed to the 
Republic's budget 


We must demand the creation, under the Federation 
Council. of a special authority in charge of forming and 
controlling the use of the Union budget. in which each 
lL nion republic would be mandatorily represented 


The time has come to adopt emergency measures for the 
implementation of the Republic's state budget for 1991 
and tor granting the Belorussian SSR Council of Minis- 
ters the right to reapportion the revenue and expendi- 
tures of the Republic’s budget on the territorial level. in 
connection with the changes tn retail prices and the steps 
taken tor the social protection of the population, and on 
the basis of the resolutions adopted by the Republic 
aul .orities 


Because of the increasing budgetary deficit and the 
urgent need tor the implementation of measures which 
would lead to additional budget expenditures, it 1s nec- 
essary Lo engage in talks with the capitalist countries on 
the possibility of floating a Republic foreign loan of up to 
$1 billion. guaranteed by the Belorussian SSR govern- 
ment. which funds to be used above all for upgrading the 
technical standards of the agroindustrial complex and 
the construction materials industry and the creation of 
conditions tor the production of competitive goods 


Iwenty percent of the revenue from goods marketed 
outside the Republic. in excess of amounts based on state 
orders must be considered Republic budget revenue 
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By | October 1991 a package of draft laws must be 
formulated and passed pertaining to the reform of the 
laxation system, based on conversion to standardized 
turnover tax rates; the maximal income tax rate paid by 
the citizens must be lowered; the sales tax must be 
eliminated, and a clear differentiation must be estab- 
lished between the tax base of the Republic and of the 
local soviets. Private enterprise must be encouraged 


It is necessary to organize the establishment of a secur. 
tics market and to open a stock market in the Republic 
by the end of 1991. 


With a view to the execution of the budget, in 1991 itis 
necessary to auction off to the population passenger cars 
of all models, imported furniture, television sets, tape 
recorders, video recorders, refrigerators, washing 
machines, and more complex household equipment and 
television and radio equipment of the latest domestic 
models, allocated from marketing stocks. 


Restore trade of some varieties of alcoholic beverage and 
tobacco products. 


Organize in 1991 the floating of Republic targeted inter- 
est-free loans of up to 100 million rubles, repaid with 
bonds entitling to goods in very great demand. 


In order to tighten up the expenditure of state funds, the 
additional budget allocations will be maximally limited: 
no new decisions resulting in increased budget expendi- 
tures to be made before the end of the year, budget 
financing of all projects the construction of which was 
not initiated on | May 1991 will be stopped; as of 1992 
end the free budget financing of economic organizations 


Starting with 1991-1992, payments will be charged in the 


Republic for newly initiated construction (expansion) of 


industrial projects financed out of enterprise and orga- 
nization funds, for up to 30 percent of the cost estimates 
of the projects, with the exception of enterprises for the 
production of food and those related to eliminating the 
consequences of the Chernobyl catastrophe. as well as 
payments for unfinished construction of interrupted and 
mothballed construction and other projects, on the basis 
of 10 percent of the value of the unfinished construction 
The procedure for charging such payments also to apply 
to above-norm volumes of unfinished construction. 


Complete by | June 1991, the inventory taking of 
mothballed and interrupted construction projects and 
unused production facilities and land and initiate their 
sale. As much as 75 percent of the funds received trom 
the sale of projects the construction of which was 
financed out of budget allocations, and the centralized 
funds and reserves of Belorussian SSR ministries and 
departments will be deposited as Republic budget 
income while 25 percent will be retained by the owners 
of such funds. 


Starting with the 1991-1992 school year, the enrollment 
of students in higher and secondary specialized schools 
subsidized by the budget will be reduced by no less than 
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20 percent. He necessary, the enrollment of students to be 
based on contracts with enterprises and organizations 


It is necessary to bear ino mind that the Republic's 
government has reduced the number of personnel of the 
central apparatus of Belorussian SSR ministries and 
departments by 25 percent. As of | April 1991, the 
administrauive and managerial personnel of state associ. 
avions, enterprises and organizations, as per tables of 
organization, will be reduced by no less than 30 percent 
and the this releesed funds will be deposited as budget 
revenue 


It is deemed necessary to set in 199L tor enterprises, 
organizations, and establishments ceilings for cost of 
administrative-managerial personnel 


These measures will make it possible to reduce the 
budget deficit down to four bilhon rubles by the end of 
this year: this deficnt will force the government to borrow 
from credit resources of the Belorussian SSR National 
Bank 


The normal tunctioning of the monetary-credit: system 
has been disrupted in the Republic. a system which ts 
being burdened by the inclusion of huge amounts of 
surplus payments which create a heavy pressure on the 
resource-commodity market and which encourage infla- 
tionary processes 


In this connection, the following priority measures must 
be taken: 


As presented by the Belorussian SSR National Bank, 
Starting with May 1991, set for all Republic banks a 
ceiling on loan investments and ensure that: loan 
resources are directed above all to activities aimed at 
increasing the production of agricultural, food and 
industrial goods 


Starting with | June 1991, amend the existing procedure 
for accountability and compensation for price differen- 
tials for agricultural and other commodities, so that, 
based on available budget funds price disparities may be 
compensated where consumed 


Prohibit the use by the executive committees of local 
soviet of people's deputies of budget funds for the 
creation of statutory capitals in commercial banks. 


Provide the necessary conditions for enhancing foreign 
economic activities by enterprises, organizations, and 
enterprises engaged in providing foreign exchange ser- 
vices to the ciuzens. By | July 1991 set up share-owning 
commercial bank for foreign economic activities of the 
Belorussian SSR by the Belorussian SSR Council of 
Ministers. the USSR Foreign Economic Bank. foreign 
banks, associations, enterprises, and organizations in the 
Republic 


Pursue. together with the other republics, signatories of 
the new Umon treaty, a common policy on the following: 
a uniform monetary system, emission of money, mone- 
tary-credit and price policy, accountability system and 
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guarantees, turnover and accountability of securities 
free purchase and sale of foreign currency. and allowing 
foreign producers to operate on the Republic market 
taking the proper Measures to ensure its protection 


The increase in retail prices by the Union government 
did not resolve the problems ot the 
interrelated reform of all types of prices within thy 
national economy 


OMprehensive 


The following steps are theretore required 


—the further liberalizing of prices to take place only in 
connection with and in the course of the establishment 
of market-oriented economic sectors. destatification 
and privatization, the devclopment of new forms and 
relations of ownership. and demonopolization 


—between May and the end of 199! declare a morato 
rium on retail price increases 
prices, for basic tood staples. linen 
fabrics. clothing. and shoes. goods 
rates tor housing-communal sery ic 


Other than contractual 
Mass INPes cyt 


hildren. and 


—by the end of the second quarter of this vear. in 
addition to the existing Limits on the levels of contra 
tual (free) prices, set maxunal pric 
imal profitability. by groups and types of goods 


hased on may 


—make an expert evaluation of retail prices (rates) and 
their consistency with productos 
keting of goods and services. and take the necessary 
steps should such prices be increased 


Costs and the mar 


The Belorussian SSR State Economic Plan should be 
given the following rights during the period ot 
mentation of the emergency Measures 


imple 


—to invalidate economically unsubstantiated Preces 


including contractual ones. and to lower thes 


—to deprive enterprises and organizations of the right to 
apply contractual prices or to set pri 
In Cases Of gross OF repeated violations of th 
price-setting procedure 


es independent 


Listing 


—to impose on officials guilty of violating price disc 
pline fines not to exceed one month's salary 


—to stipulate that the Belorussian SSR Council of Min 
isters has the mght to make di lies 
economic Managers form their positions tor system 
atic violations of state price discipline 


ISIONS ON Te 


ing 


—to grant the right to enterprises. associations. and 
Organizations to market tinished industrial and tech 
nical goods at contractual prices rather than. tived 
prices if the manutacturing of such items has required 
the use of raw and other materials and complementing 
goods purchased at contractual pric 


AssoOclatirons mMnd organizations 


Should enterprises 
regardless of departmental affilhation and torms of ows 

ership (including enterprises and organizations created 
with the participation of foreign juridical persons and 
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Individuals) violate the state price discipline. the surplus 
funds thus obtained to be confiscated by decision of the 
price-setting authorities ino tavor of the state budget 
hurthermore, the local soviets of people's deputies wall 
levy tines to be deposited to ther nonbudget accounts 
The surplus tunds from price increases and penalties will 
be withheld trom the accounts of enterprises and orga 
nizahions without the right to appeal 


hor the purpose of having expert evaluations of decisions 
related to prices, which are being set and adopted. and 
formulated programs and requirements pertaining to 
prices. the public movements and poltical parties 
should set up in the Republic an association of indepen 
dent price-setting experts 


Bearing in mind the expected shortfalls of material and 
technical resources, to ensure their priority assignment 
to meet the needs of the agroindustrial complex and the 
construction of projects related to the elimination of the 
consequences of the Chernobs! catastrophe, the con 
struction materials industry. and the production of con 
sumer goods 


We must complete the tull inventory taking of existing 
industrial and warechoused stocks of maternal and tech 
nical resources and uninstalled equipment at enterprises 
and in the system of material and technical procur 

ments and, on this basis organize, as of the third quarter 
of 1991. the extensive sale of unused resources, including 
to the population. In this connection, suspend the Law 
on Enterprises in the Belorussian SSR. in the. part 
dealing with the utthzation of material and technical 
resources. Hold strictly lable enterprise managers for the 
accuracy of the information they provide on the avail 

ability of material and technical resources 


Cirant the necessary rights to the Belorussian SSR State 
Economic Plan, State Arbitration. prosecutors office 
and banks. required tor the implementation of the effh 
crent reapportionment of material resources. including 
deliveries outside the Republic. while ensuring the pro- 
tection of enterprises and organizations 


In cases of shorttalls in) procurements. based on the 
internal Republic plans. by agreement with the Belorus 
s' oa SSR State Arbitration Authority, stipulate penalties 
not to exceed LOO percent of the value of the undelivered 


ROK rds 


Until | August of this year, the industrial enterprises in 
the Republic must sell the goods trom the stocks annu 
ally allocated to Republic consumers 


In the case of repeated violations of amounts and dead 
lines for the procurement of raw materials and goods tor 
industrial and technical purposes. based on the allocated 
ceilings and concluded intergovernmental agreements 
with enterprises and organizations in other republics. to 
curtail or stop the export of goods to such areas and the 
thus released resources channel into better satistying the 
needs of the Belorussian SSR 











FBIS-USR-91-012 
9 July 1991 


Because of reduced deliveries to the Republic of petro- 
leum and natural and compressed gas, and coal, and with 
a view to ensuring the steady work of enterprises within 
the tucl-power complen in 1991, itis necessary to intro- 
duce a special regime for the managing and functioning 
ot the power and transportation systems in the Republic, 
Such as to guarantee the reliable protection of the enter- 
prises in said sectors 


It is necessary to prevent any drop of stocks below 
60.000 tons tor motor vehicle gasoline and 75,000 tons 
for diesel tuel 


It is necessary to ensure the faster completion of the 
LE Ts-4 and TETs-5 in Minsk and the TETs-2 in Gomel, 
the nuclear power plant in Smolensk—"Belorusskaya”™ 
substation, the gas mains, and the automotive gas com- 
pressor stations, and other projects within the fuel-power 
complex 


Deliveries based on horizontal economic relations will 
remain the most important way for ensuring the avail- 
ability of material resources on the basis of intergovern- 
mental agreements and contracts. In this connection, 
during the third quarter of this year we must determine 
the volume of reciprocal interrepublic procurements by 
redrafting intergovernmental agreements which expire 
in 199] 


As of 1992 we must undertake the creation of joint 
enterprises, shops, and production facilities with other 
republics on a compensation basis. 


By | July of this year we must complete the drawing of 


oblast balances for production and consumption and 
import and export cf raw materials, goods, and commod- 
ities, aS a basis for the formulation of 1992 plans 


()n the basis of said balances, we must review the 
production structure, with a view to reducing the pro- 
duction of goods to be exported by the Republic and to 
increasing the production of goods in short supply; 
formulate a program for the maximal self-sufficiency of 
the Republic 


Urgent Measures for the Social Protection of the 
Population and for Improvements in Labor Relations 


The implementation within the Republic of measures for 
the social protection of the population, related to the 
retail price reform, did not prevent a sharp decline in the 
living standard of many population strata. Grave short- 
comings were allowed to occur at a number of enter- 
prises in implementing the government's recommenda- 
tions on the procedure for compensatory payments. 
income indexing, and reduced cost of food, which 
entailed the strong discontent of labor collectives 


The Belorussian SSR State Committee for Labor and the 
managers of enterprises must review the wage rates and 
Salaries with the benefits, compensations, supplements, 
and mark-ups stipulated by the existing legislation along 
with incentive bonuses and awards, bearing in mind an 
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increase in the average wage of those employed in 
material production by 50 to 100 percent in 1992 


In the course of their work on improy ing labor wages, the 
Belorussian SSR State Committee for Labor, together 
with the ministries and departments. must. by | 
December of this year, dratt a new Republic wage rate 
which wall take suitably into consideration labor condi- 
tions and results and climinate unnecessary intersecto- 
rial wage disparities 


The wage rates and salaries must be guaranteed and 
mandatory for all enterprises. regardless of torm. of 
ownership. They will be a limit below which wages 
cannot be dropped regardless of results of economic 
activities. This year, it will be necessary to complete the 
implementation of measures aimed at increasing the 
wages of workers employed in nonproduction sectors 


With the conversion to the new wage rates and salaries 
which would include compensatory payments and 
income indexing. related to the increase in retail prices, 
anew mechanism for indexing the population's income 
must be applied. Income under 300 rubles will be 
indexed to the amount of the tull compensation for the 
price increases, and from 301 to 600 rubles. at the rate of 
0.5 percent per each percent of price increase. There will 
be no indexing for incomes in excess of 600 rubles 


To this effect, an estimate must be provided of the cost 
of the new “consumer basket.” establish the precise level 
of the required living minimum and complete the work 
on establishing a system of minimal consumer budgets 
for the various sociodemographic population groups. On 
their basis, taking into consideration the existing prices 
of goods and services. to define the level of minimal 
wages, pensions, aid. and scholarships guaranteed by the 
State to the respective categories of citizens 


In the implementation of social protection: measures 
aimed at ensuring the living standard of pensioners. by | 
October 1991 to submit for consideration and ratifica- 
tion by the Belorussia SSR Supreme Soviet a draft 
Belorussian SSR Law on Pensions to Belorussian SSR 
Citizens, paying particular attention to increasing the 
minimal pensions for old age and an increase in the 
pensions and aid to the handicapped 


With a view to ensuring the social protection of under- 
privileged citizens, who are unable to work under the 
conditions of a market economy. during the period of 
Stabilization of the consumer market. and with the 
involvement of labor collectives and public and chart- 
table organizations. to formulate a governmental system 
for social guarantees on the Republic and local levels 
which would take into consideration the different types 
of aid in kind, and the establishment of specific tunds 
and reserves of prime necessity goods. tree medical aid 
improvements in housing conditions. and availability of 
credits and loans on easier terms and of discounts tor 
communal-household services and services of a sociocul- 
tural nature. as well as the creation of social aid and care 
centers 
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To implement. starting with 19920 a conversion. to 
individual pension and social insurance with open indi 
vidual accounts into which the insurance payments of 
the working people will be deposited By the end of the 
current year, to complete the development of a system ot 
differentiated rates for social security. based on the 
danger, harmtulness, and difficulty of the work and other 
factors affecting labor conditions 


To concentrate the efforts on implementing a policy ot 
employment and of presenting mass unemployment. Lo 
this effect. the regular Belorussian SSR Supreme Soviet 
session should consider the Law on the Belorussian SSR 
On Employment of the Belorussian SSR Population 


The Republic is experiencing difficulties related to pro- 
fessional employment. With the development of market 
relations, such difficulties Could worsen. Taking this into 
consideration, the organization of state employment 
services must be completed in the first half of this vear 


By the end of this year. programs tor the employment ot 
the population. including measures aimed at balancing 
supply with demand tor manpower on the labor market 
and the opening of additional jobs tor socially unpro- 
tected population groups (the soung. soldiers discharged 
from military service, disabled. and others) and organt- 
zations providing public employment. must be tormu- 
lated 


With a view to unemployment insurance. to set up a 
State fund for employment assistance. In order to estab- 
lish said fund. to institute mandatory withholding trom 
enterprises. establishments. and organizations of thres 
percent of their wage fund 


It is necessary legislatively to codity forms of legal and 
economic regulation of the labor market. including prob- 
lems of eliminating obstacles to migration. taxation and 
credit facilities in the opening of new jobs. and target 
budget financing 


With a view to upgrading the etficiency of the work and 
increasing the responsibility of the specialists and man- 
agers on all levels and of workers and employees. we 
must convert to a contractual form of labor hiring and 
wages 


The Belorussian SSR State Committee tor Labor. in 
coordination with the Belorussian Trade-l nion Federa- 
tion, must draft and ratity recommendations regarding 
the signing of contracts. They must stipulate that con- 
tracts with managers of state enterprises must be con 
cluded by | July of this year. and with specialists and 


workers and emplovees. bs | January 1992 


It must be stipulated that contracts signed with managers 
of enterprises under | mion jurisdiction are effective only 
on the basis of a tripartite agreement among a Union 
ministry or department. republic management authority 
and enterprise Manage! 


It is necessary to lift restrictions imposed centrally on 


overtime and other Ivpes Of labor actiseness of the 
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people, bearing in mind the that such problems must be 
resolved with the respective collective contracts signed 
al the enterprises 


Relations between the administration and the personne! 
of enterprises, organizations, and establishments must 
be based on the law and the strict observance of the 
Labor Code. By | July of this year, the Republic's 
government must submit to the Belorussian SSR 
Supreme Soviet a proposal on amending the Labor Code 
of the Belorussian SSR and a draft Belorussian SSR Law 
on Collective Contracts and Agreements 


Young citizens and young families must be given advan- 
tages in the allocation of land plots for individual 
housing construction, and granted long-term loans tor 
the purchasing of residential homes and apartments and 
for making a down payment to housing construction 
cooperatives, for furnishing their apartments, acquiring 
durable goods, and other purposes. 


\ system of measures must be formulated for the socio- 
economic. organizational, and legal support of entrepre- 
neural activities by young citizens and young families 
who have joined collectives of young citizens tor the 
purpose of engaging in suc’) activities 


With a view to ensuring guaranteed individual safety of 
the citizens, and their property and civil rghts, the law 
enforcement authorities must intensify their activities 
The standard of work of the services in the struggle 
against economic sabotage must be substantially 
improved: they must be staffed with skilled cadres and 
their technical equipment must be improved 


Proposals must be submitted for amendments of the 
( riminal Procedure Code of the Belorussian SSR with a 
view to introducing bail practices, the supervision of 
people who have been indicted, and increased penalties 
for the avoidance by specialists of the implementation of 
their duties and tatlure to appear when summoned by the 
investigation authorities or the courts 


Stabilization Measures in the Basic Economic Sectors 


Ihe Consumer Complex 


This year the production of consumer goods must 
increase in kind by no less than 10 percent. Economic 
penalties will be imposed on enterprises which ground- 
lessly refuse to accept state orders or to implement them 
in full 


The system of trade organization must be radically 
reconstructed. In this connection, a major area of 
activity must be the development of consumer coopera- 
tives not only in the countryside but also in the cities 
along with private enterprise. on the basis of the taster 
privatization of state trade enterprises and capacities tor 
the processing of agricultural raw materials 
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The protit obtained trom increase in production and 
procurement of consumer goods exceeding last year’s 
level and supplied to the trade organizations in the 
Republic. will not be taxed. 


It must be stipulated that the production in the Republic 
of leather and tur raw materials will be aimed, above all, 
at supplying the enterprises of the Belorussian SSR 
Ministry of Light Industry, the Belorussian Consumer 
L'nion, and other domestic Republic needs and their 
export to other areas and to foreign countries will be 
possible only after coordination with the Belorussian 
SSR State Economic Plan 


By | August of this year measures must be formulated 
tor the self-sufficiency of the light industry in 1992 in 
terms ot Staples. tiber. tabrics, flax, and other materials 
produced in the Republic. In the case of raw and other 
materials received trom the outside, a network of joint 


enterprises must be created and use must be made of 


cooperated procurements from foreign companies for 
the production of modern tinished goods. In particular. 
in 1992 the creation of a joint enterprise in Shatlyk, the 
Turkmen SSR. tor the production of cotton yarn and 
with Australia, with the facilities of the Ilchevsk wool- 
washing tactory. thus ensuring the availability of wool, 
must be completed 


In May-June 1991] a list must be drawn up of inexpensive 
durable goods tor sale to the Republic’s population and 
ensure their production in accordance with the stipu- 
lated assignments 


With a view to reducing the cost of public catering, the 
categories of public enterprises and mark-ups in cafete- 
rias of production enterprises, establishments, and edu- 


cational institutions must be reviewed. The amount of 


trade mark-ups in third category cafeterias must be 
reduced trom 30 to 20 percent. compensated by public 
catering enterprises classitied in other categories 


Favorable conditions must be created for entrepre- 
neural activities in the procurement, processing. agricul- 


tural. and other sectors which ensure the supply of 


commodities to the commercial network, including 
expanding the system of small processing enterprises and 


production tacilities with the maximal utilization of 


local raw material possibilities for the production of fruit 
and vegetable goods. nonalcoholic beverages. confec- 
tionery goods. smoked goods, and other nutritive prod- 
ucts and durable goods of the simplest possible variety. 
without restrictions as to the volume of annual trade. 


It must be stipulated that the commercial mark-up for 
goods subject to contractual prices must be set regardless 
of the turnover tax 


In 1991 Belorussian SSR ministries and departments. 
local soviets of people's deputies. enterprises, and orga- 
nizations will be torbidden to purchase for foreign cur- 
renc\ and on the basis of barter deals goods which are 
not of prime necessity. including passenger cars. tape 
recorders. television sets, and other items. 
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The Agroindustrial Complex 


In order to meet the additional expenditures incurred by 
agricultural enterprises and organizations resulting from 
the increased prices of the industrial goods they pur- 
chase, quarterly fixed supplements must be planned for, 
out of a special nonbudget tund, based on a unit of 
marketed tarm product or on a purchase price index, 


Kolkhozes and sovkhozes will receive a monthly com- 
pensation tor their expenditures incurred form paying 
minimal compensation to the personnel, related to 
increased retail prices. Further wage increases to agricul- 
tural workers, over and above budgetary compensations, 
will come out of farm tunds, as their financial condition 
Improves. 


A low 20-percent profit tax will be levied on the profits 
of processing enterprises in the agroindustrial complex. 
No less than one-half of the Republic stabilization fund 
will be used to ensure the development of the agroindus- 
trial complex 


By | July 1991 Belorussian SSR ministries. departments, 
oblast executive committees. and the Minsk city execu- 
tive committee Must Organize the signing between indus- 
trial enterprises and organizations and enterprises in the 
agroindustrial complex, on a mutually advantageous 
basis. contracts tor cooperation in the areas of their 
material, Manpower. and financial resources in carrying 
out the construction of livestock breeding farms. green- 
houses. storage areas. and other projects which will 
enable them to use the farm produce they obtain for 
improving public catering and sales to workers and 
employees 


The Land Retorm and Cadastral Committee of the 
Belorussian SSR Council of Ministers and its local 
branches must. within the implementation of the land 
reform. be granted exceptional rights to locate unused 
and inefficiently used land. regardless of 1ts owner, and 
offer such land to citizens for the organization of peasant 
(private) farms. private auxiliary farms and truck gar- 
dening and cooperatives set up by citizens for collective 
truck gardening 


It must direct on a priority basis to the agroindustrial 
complexes raw and material and technical resources and 
take immediate steps to increase road construction in 
kolkhozes and sovkhozes and the gasification of rural 
settlements 


With a view to assisting the development of peasant 
(private) farms. a reserve fund of tractors. agricultural 
equipment. todder combines. mineral fertilizers, and 
other material and technical resources must be created 
for use by the tarms. 


The privatization of the land must be organized above 
all in the inefficiently working kolkhozes and sovkhozes. 
No coercive dismantling of kolkhozes and sovkhozes 
must be allowed: they must be given the possibility to 
prove their viability under market conditions. 








” 


Capital construction programs of kolkhozes, sovkhozes, 
and other enterprises of the agroindustrial complex tor 
1991 and the dratts of such programs tor 1992 must be 
reviewed. Newly started or overlapping construction 


projects tor industrial purposes with a low level of 


construction readiness, above all animal husbandry com- 
plexes and new sovkhozes on reclaimed lands, must be 
mothballed and the thus treed resources channeled into 


targeted construction projects and into the installation of 


capacities and the reconstruction and technical retooling 
Of existing enterprises 


In order to resolve the most important problems related 
to the development of the agroindustrial complex, a 
unified toreign exchange fund for the agroindustrial 


complex must be created for the length of the period of 


conversion to the market, attracting no less than 10 
percent of the foreign exchange tunds of industrial 
enterprises and organizations located on Republic terri- 
LOry 


The share of agricultural commodities supplied to the 
market and to state stocks at contractual and tree prices 
must be systematically increased 


Within the tramework of anti-monopoly measures, strict 
contiol must be instituted over the substantiation of 
prices set by monopoly enterprises located on Republic 
territory and supplying resources to the agroindustrial 
complex 


The material and administrative responsibility of 


kolkhozes, sovkhozes, and processing enterprises within 


the agroindustrial complex for the implementation of 


State orders tor the procurement of foodstuffs and agri- 
cultural raw materials must be mntensified 


Industry 


With a view to reducing the gravity of the crisis in 
industry and direct the production process toward satis- 
tying the needs of the Republic, the following must be 
accomplished 


—ensure by strengthening interregional relations the 
market stabilization fund, the fuller utilization of local 
raw and other materials and production by-products 
and secondary resources, and maintain the level of 
Output of resource producing sectors (chemical. petro- 
chemical, and timber industries, and the production of 
construction materials) with a view to meeting the 
needs of the Republic for their output. By increasing 
the collection of scrap metal for use by the Belorussian 
Metallurgical Plant. the problem of additionally 
meeting the needs of the machine building enterprises 
of the Republic of no less than 100.000 tons of rolled 
metal must be solved; 


in order to prevent the halting of leading production 
facilities, the enterprise must be allowed to export, on 
the basis of Republic licenses. some of their output, 
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making use of barter deals. in exchange tor the neces 
sary raw and other matenals and complementing 
goods 


The managers of state enterprises must be held respon 
sible tor tinding employment for workers released as a 
result of the drop or interruption of production. In this 
connection, they must be given the right to setup, on the 
basis of unused capacities of enterprises, other forms of 
ownership, small enterprises, and joint production lines 
above all for the production of consumer goods 


In order to develop a new industrial structure, mainly 
oriented toward meeting the needs of the Republic and 
its CONSuMer Sector, Starting with the second halt of this 
year, on the basis of target programs, we must undertake 
gradually the conversion and respecialization of enter 
prises in the defense industry and in the machine 
building and chemical complexes 


Creative collectives must be set up, consisting of scien 
tists and specialists. and proposals must be dratted tor 
the development of facilities for the manufacturing of 
low-tonnage chemicals, thus replacing some scarce types 
of chemical agents. vegetal oils, glues or other materials 
which are either being imported trom abroad or pro 
cured from other republics. 


We must ensure the development of intrarepublic coop 
erated relations and install within the next two to three 
vears at Republic enterprises production facilities for a 
number of complementing goods and materials which 
are Obtained at economically disadvantageous cond) 
tions and from unreliable suppliers outside the Belorus 
sian SSR 


The export potential and the volumes of output of 
science-intensive and competitive goods must be signit 
icantly increased: a Republic fund for assisting in the 
conversion and respecialization of the machine building 
and chemical complexes must be created through contri- 
butions made by interested enterprises 


The union of entrepreneurs, the creation of which wall be 
assisted by the government. should become the most 
Important instrument for coordinating the activities of 
all economic structures under the conditions of the 
development of market relations. Such a union, with its 
oblast branches, should defend the interests of managers 
of enterprises and organizations and private Owners in 
their relations with the trade unions and the government 


Capital Construction 


Within the period of one month, the program for capital 
construction must be reviewed with a view to concen 
trating all material, financial. and labor resources on 
completing the construction of key projects related to 
surmounting the consequences of the Chernobyl catas- 
trophe and the processing sectors within the agroindus 
trial complex. the construction materials industry. and 
the production of consumer goods 
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Based on the results of the inventory taking of center 


rst quarter of 1YY¥1, to adopt resolutions on the moth 
balling of projects built tor industrial and nonindustrial 
purposes and take steps to ensure the rational utilization 
t buildings and installations of the mothballed and 
halted construction projects, contemplating their respe- 


alization, sale or free transter to state organizauions 


duration of the period of emergency measures 
the Belorussian SSR Council of Ministers must) be 
granted special rights according to which, without coor- 
with the local authorities, make decisions on 


Ine construction Of projects needed to meet Republic 


up of capacities tor the production of 380) 
nN pieces of paneling materials and the capacities of 
Belorussian Cement Plant Gin’ Rostyvukosicht) 


[ WS Vear. must He SCCUTRAa 


Science and the Sociocultural Complex 


ly river 7 


| der to ensure the survival of scrence and to stimu- 
ate Dosiness activities in the scientific and technical 


a. Sclence must be given maximal state support by 

easing the prestige of scientists and specialists 
changing the wage system tor the labor of screntith 
Workers. granting to scientific organizations. within the 


mits of their income. the nght independently to set the 


salaries of sccentists and specialists. and helping the 
stablishment and development of new progressive and 
itive Structures Oriented toward science-intensis¢ 
t gies and types of sutput I lud ny SEIC ntith and 
t logical parks and other structures. on the basis ot 
fication of the scientific and the produc 
potentia The Republic must reate a basic researc 
! dlr rder to ensure the functhoning of the market in 
scientific and technical goods. a scientific and technica 
wkchange must be opened this vear in Minsk 
W Uf , 1 Nnsul nye Une no dl funct I ny yf Ine 
1! Cc educal n s\VStem,. Social § rit I itn ire, ANG 
jilut n the Republic. the amounts of material and 
sources Stipulated tor such purposes in the 
budget must be maximally maintained and 
tt nt utthzation must be secured along with the 
possible reduction of expenditures for nonpnority needs 
apital repairs. et 
\ to Standard budget financing per resident 
t s al Securit ducation tu and 
l 8) il must Ne nit dl d Sti Il Ne \ | y > 
}> ee ‘. ry St hye pa re | ti 1} puarant re 
] Dens nfund ind tunds tors 11S | 
) i \ pr Ic 1 nN «oft in pOp il 
lers for U onstruction of medical estab 
tS Nd pudlic education Mitur ind socia 
projects must be retained 
| arn ; fund f the pT \? 1 an t the r) d 1? 
1? nasing of med nal drugs and med i 
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rises under construction, Which took place during the 


Instruments must be set up from enterprise withhold 
Ings. including in foreign exchange. with a view to 
maintaining the level of their availability in Republi 
treatment facilities, anticipating a possible lack of cen 
tralized procurements 


In order to ensure the more efficient and economia 
ullization of existing material tacihities and financial 
funds, preparations must be undertaken for and conve 
sion to organizing the work of the health care system 
based on the principles of budget-insurance medicin 
individual medical and personal pension insurance must 
be introduced with tunds deposited in the individua 
accounts of the citizens. At the same time. the existing 
enterprises of the Ministry of Medical Industry. tur 
tioning in the Republic. must be restructured to ensut 
the production of medicinal drugs which are most 
needed by the population. making use of the conversion 
and increased volume of output of medical instruments 
and equipment at Republic enterprises 


In connection with the projected release of specialists 
trom the national economy and otf workers. under the 
new economic conditions. by | October of this year 
possible areas must be detined tor the utshzation of thei 
labor and organize. as necessary. the retraining and 
upgrading the skill of cadres. using the existing tacilities 
otf higher 


Qa,:kAR ] } 
technical schools 


secondary specialized. and vocational 


The creation of a system of paid courses and spec 
consultation and other services armed at acquiring a 


second skill or training. must be encouraged 


Ffticrent use must be made and. as much as possibh 
increase printing facilities. clearly defining priorities 


and a price policy in publishing. aimed at the econon 


Strengthening of the sectors. ensuring the State supp 
(State orders) tor the publication of nationa hildren s 
and training publications 

Phe television and radio svsten.. must be converted t 


91 +9] le 4) ’ 
NaviIMal Self-financing 


| 
it 


Foreign Economic Relations 


Foreign economic relations must be used tor purposes 


stabilizing the Republic § CCONOMYN To this the I 


—in Mavs-June ot this vear. the Belorussian SSR Stat 
Committee tor Foreign Economic Relations. and 
Belorussian SSR State Economic Plan must dratt 

increasing the export of compet 

goods. It wall be considered 


program for 


necessary to use fOr Su 


purposes their own o1 borrowed foreign exchange 


—additional incentives to commodity exporters must b 

vide legal in) 1} Yoay 
provided. and a legal toundation tor the developn 
Of forelgn relations DV economic entities Sel 


enterprises must be allowed to keep the tull amount 


stipulated assignments for export. but not below 
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mtroduce Quotas and leensing in the area of forey 


CECE deals 


During ihe second quarter OF TY9 Tt rt must res tye thy 
problem of placing the Belorussian Customs Adminis 
ration under Union Republic jurisdiction Open th 
sear, additionally, no less than two border cont 

crossing pownts The Belorussian Customs Ndiinistra 
lion oOpether with the Brest and Crrodno Oblast bvecu 
hive Committees. must resolve the problem of rmpro.iny 
the work of border controlcrossing points: Wath a \\ 
lo protecting the Republic's consumer market starting 
with this June. introduc lemporary customs fees fo 


comestible and durable poods taken out of the Republi 
li must intensity customs control and interaction amon, 
thy anal thy it tha 

Slate security, and prosecutors office my checking Eroipl 


CUSTOMS SETV IEE ORAS mtlerna 


Introduce tree custom: ontrol bh 


Belorussian SSR NIV ID 


transported abroad 


the forces of thy 


Increasing Vianagement b Mfictenes 


trons passed by the 


order to surmount the crisis phenomena 


Belorussian SSR © ours 
Other evecutive 


ters and th authorities “I 


Strict subordination Of lower lo higher wualy | 


superior executive organs will have the ciel 

Gecis1ons misc hy lower authorities should i? | 
with the obbectives and tasks of th progran 
The Belorussian SSR Council of Ministers must be s 
thy ihn 


procurement of goods to meet state ne 


right to regulat placement of ord 


as pope 


all enterprises and organizations on Republic terri 


" urdiess of ck pruarieyn nial ultilation 


It rust be stipulated that violations of the pr 

the tulfillment of state orders and contractual obliwat 
will bye considered hyy the superior Stal puitryaye i 
the Republic state arbitration orgar shich w he tl 
necessary measures of administrat Cpa TL 

With a view to upgrading performing discipli nal 
responsibility. the Belorussian SSR Coun i Nou 

must bye given th right on the basis of tl ' 1 


measures. to appoint and replace heads of B 


SSR ministries and departments and executive aut! 
hes (informing of this fact the respectiv. ils cts of 
people § deputies). enterprises and organizations vu 
Republic. regardless of their departme: tolnats 
and to draft measures of administrative influence tor 
negligence in cconomec activities and nontulfillmes { 
State orders and contractual obligations tor the proc 
ment of goods and other assignments affecting ni 
ests of the Republic In this connection. tl Heet 
respective legislative and legal acts of the Belorussiat 
SSR shall be suspended for 1991-9) 

With a view to streamlining the structure and tu ' 
of managements on all levels and to creat na 

the stablishment of a mixed onor nm ihe « ral 
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halfot 1991 a distinction will be made between Republi 
and communal property based on the levels of state 
administration 


Taking into consideration that under the present circum 
stances any large-scale restructuring of Republic admin 
istrative organs may lead to a further disorganization of 
the economy, its Organizational structures will be 
retained in the main at the present stage 


In order to ensure the further streamlining of the struc 

ture of state administration, during the fourth quarter of 
1991 a new general system for the management of the 
Belorussian SSR national economy will be ratified, con 
sistent with the conditions of the period of transition to 
a market economy 


The implementation of the present program requires the 
efficient work of all executive authorities. They and 
above all, their managers must not be affected by the 
political circumstances and must be rehably protected 
from the manifestations of all kinds of extremism and 
pressure. At the same time, they must be given real 
powers lo prevent sabotage or other actions which hinder 
the implementation of the programmed measures 


lt is only the consolidation of all forces which care for the 
interests of the people that will make it possible to 
achieve a change for the better and will prevent the 
sliding of the Republic into the precipice of chaos and 
dislocation 


Dementey Pledges to Address Workers’ Needs 


YIUNTOS3A Minsk SOVETSKAY 4 BELORUSS/) 1 
in Russian 22 May 91 pl 


[Speech by Belorussian SSR Supsoy Chairman N | 
Dementey: “The Principal Value is the Life of Man”. at 
4th Session of Belorussian SSR Supsoy, | 2th Convoca 
tron, 21 May 1991] 


[Text] Esteemed people's deputies and voters of the 
republic’ 


Perestroyka, which began in the country in 1985 and 
which threw open the doors for revitalizing socialism. 
has run up against a lack of constructive, intelligent 
measures, programs and methods which would promote 
its forward movement and improve the people's lives 


No one can deny the objective necessity for timely 
changes. However, forcing reformist goals without polit 
ical stability has brought about a number of negative 
consequences 


The proclaimed course for a robust social policy has led 
nowhere, a sharp decline in production has taken place 
the consumer market 1s paralyzed, and there 1s a growing 
shortage in almost all kinds of goods and food products 
And the price increase 1s leading to a decline in the living 
standard of the majority of the workers 
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Our people previously) contidentin the fact that the state 
would puarantee them work. a tree education, and all 
other rights guaranteed by the Constitution. and would 
yuarantoe them a peaceful lite. are atrad of losing all 
this Moreover. the stluation of our people was greatly 
ugeravated because of the Chernoby| catastrophe 


In this situation there was much hope for our human 
solhdanity. the cohesiveness of nations, and cooperation 
and constructive dialog with all parties and public asso: 
clitions, nearly SOoof which are already registered in the 
republics vor a combined search for ways to save the 
batherland But this did not come to pass) On the 
contrary. there is increasing confrontation of political 
CUFFents 


Eatremist political demands are being trotted out, and 
selfish interests and actions predominate in whieh rela. 
lions between the lawtul organs of state and their oppo- 
nents range from the emotional level to the issuing of 
ullimatums All this has led to social upheaval which the 
republic bad not Known betor 


The question arises) Haye our ties with those whose 
interests we represent been broken’ This question must 
be addressed to the most massive workers: organiza. 
hhons—the trade unions to state organs of administra- 
ion and people's deputies at all levels. as well as to the 
social structures 


We have not evolved a mechanism tor regular commu- 
nication with the people Theretore we do not always 
have a clear understanding of the people's opinion on the 
basic problems of socio-political lite. we are unable to 
react to ntsevents. and we do not render influence on the 
processes of the battle for the masses and tor power 


Asa result. this vear alone. Belorussia has lost more than 
120 million rubles to work stoppages and. strikes, 
including nearly SO million rubles in the city of Minsk. A 
precedent has been set tor applying pressure by force on 
the administrators of enterprises and social organiza- 
tions, and a breach of farth in them 


And this is why we must measure by the strictest of 
standards the actions of all state and public institutions 
that have anything to do with this. Without divesting 
myselfot any responsibility. | would like to say that both 
on the part of the government. and the organs of power 
necessary Measures were not taken to 
\ithough. on the other hand, it 
was hard to predict eversthing. since the process 
unfolded without the required analysis and forecasts 


at all levels 
forestall the situation 


The government. above all, should have anticipated such 
developments. and considering the experience of our 
neighbors. should have taken appropriate steps to pre- 
pare the organs under its jurisdiction” Untortunatels 
this was not done As a result the situation became 
uncontrolled We were tardy in working out measures 
which signiftteanth reduced their effectiveness 
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The Supreme Soviet Presidium provided an analysis of 
all this at its sessions Tt obligated the republic govern 
Ment to step up ils work on implementing programs tor 
the transition toa market economy, and to guarantee the 
social protection of the ciizens 


The deputy chairman of the Council of Ministers and the 
ministers Which have dealings with price reform were 
warned of ther failure to completely conform with ther 
official duties 


The work of the Supreme Soviet Presidium and its 
commissions also deserves criticism, which to this day 
have not vet carned out clearcut coordination work with 
the structural subdivisions of the Council of Ministers 


At the very same time the Supreme Soviet Presidium 
and the republic government have, in the course of 
events, corrected the perfunctory actions taken in the 
price reform, and have reacted to the needs and pro- 
posals of the working people, which were brought out at 
the meetings and work stoppages. A number of corre- 
sponding normative documents were adopted. In 
essence, nearly all the economic demands of the strike 
committees were approved 


(of course the measures taken for the time being are 
insufficient. Work continues in this direction. We are 
Irying in every Way to involve both the working collec- 
tives. the trade unions and other political forces and 
movements in this work 


However. thus far we have not reached a mutual under- 
Standing. nor have we found in certain ones nor in 
certain activists on the strike committee the desire to 
come to agreement 


One gets the impression that a certain group of people 
has been formed in the republic, for whom maintaining 
a State of social and political pressure in society has 
become virtually their main goal. And to achieve it, all 
means are fair, as they say. And that includes complete 
disregard for the existing laws 


We have always paid attention and will continue to pay 
attention to the voice of the people on the squares. But 
the Supreme Soviet also hears that huge portion of the 
working people who daily produce the meat, milk, bread. 
and consumer goods. and who provide transportation 
for passengers and treight for the national economy 


You and | shall never be tree of responsibility for the 
defenseless generations, for the children and young 
people who are just starting out in life. We are also 
deeply concerned for the tate of the pensioners and 
invalids. who suffer perhaps most of all from the strikes 


Taking into consideration the fact that many people 
support the demands of the strike committees and those 
who participate in political meetings and work stop- 
pages. the Presidium is today sending a proposal to the 
Supreme Soviet to examine all these demands in com- 
missions and at sessions of the Belorussian SSR Supreme 
Soviet. in the following manner 
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on economic questions==the commission chairmen 
Comrades Kozik, Kulichkoy, Vauchko, Levehik. Sos 
nov, Bulakhov and Garkun are presenting proposals 


“on the priority socio-economic development of agn 
culture the commission chairmen are Comrades 
Garkun, Kozik and Vauchko. 


on the imtroduction of private ownership of land 
commission chairmen are Comrades Grarkun 
Levehik and Bulakhoy. 


—on the question of removing party control [departs 
valsiyal over state enterprises and organizations—the 
commission chairmen are Comrades Bulakhoy. Kull 
chkov and Kopytoys 


—on depoliticizing the law-enforcement organs 
commission chairmen are: Comrades Grib, Bulakhoy 
and Levchtk. 


—on the property of the CPSU and KGB—commission 
chairmen are) Comrades Korotchenva. Kovztk and 
Bulakhoy 


—on performance of military service on the territory of 
the Belorussian SSR for persons called up tor the 
USSR Armed Forces—commission chairmen are 
comrades Grib, Bulakhov ind Kurdyukoy 


I cannot help speaking about the demand for retiring the 
republic Supreme Soviet. Let us take a look. and see 
what 1s the basis for insisting on the disbandment of the 
highest organ of power’ 


As you know, the present membership of our Supreme 
Soviet was elected in strict comphance with the Belorus 
sian SSR Constitution and the Law on the Election of 
People’s Deputies of the Republic. At that time. 1.546 
candidates were competing for 360 deputy mandates 
This means that on the average. every serving deputy 
whom the people chose defeated more than tour com 
petitors. And each of them has the complete right to 
represent the interests of 20-26,000 voters on. the 
average 


It 1s another matter that the quality and effectiveness of 
the deputies’ work might arouse the dissatisfaction of the 
electors. Here. indisputably. inexperience in parliamen- 
tary work and an obvious shortage of highly-skilled 
specialists in the area of lawmaking. and the excessively ” 
subjective political ambitions of a certain number of 
deputies, have had an effect 


Nevertheless. during the past vear, 153 new laws were 
passed. And in all, 200 questions were examined. con 
nected with the legal regulation of new economic rela 
tionships and improving our political system. with the 
social protection of the populace trom the results of the 
accident at the Chernobyl! Atomic Power Plant. and with 
the transition to the market 
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We also know that the programs and laws wall be 
worthwhile only when are put into effeet, and when 
favorable conditions for this obtain in society Poday 
hiss lacking wath us 


Recently there has been a noticeable loss of contact 
between the lopishative activity and the legal conscious 
hess ofa certain partotthe workers. And right now this 
process is Making special progress. This means that the 
packetotliws adopted by the present membership of the 
Supreme Soviet is stl somewhere beyond the perception 
Of a large group of peaple 


The laweentorcement organs of the republic and the 
trade unions have an important role in the legal educa 
Hon of the ciivens. Unfortunately, thus far ther work 
has not rendered the proper positive influence on the 
situation in society. We understand that under condi 
hons of general instability, the court, the procurator, and 
ihe organs of state security and internal affairs are ina 
comples situation And nevertheless we must emerge 
from oa state of legal nihilism and lack of culture. which 
the crime situation so desperately requires 


In the first four months of this vear alone, nearly 28.000 
committed in the republic. which as 148 
percent greater than for the same period last year. Are 
ina constant State of alarm for their safety 
And thes have every 


CrIMCS Were 


peopl hyve 
and the satety of ther children 


reason to do so 


bet us once again go back to the strikes of April The 
political mectings in Lenin Square took place with a 
massive concentration of people, in an electrified, emo 
Hhonalfy-tense atmosphere Under such conditions, a 
single unguarded word 1s sufficient to make the situation 
uncontrollable PT do not have to poimt out to you the 
severe consequences that provocative challenges can 
lead to) There have been more than enough examples in 
our country in recent sears. Enmity has already taken 
hundreds of lives In 1990 alone. 782 persons died and 


, 


,6H! > were wounded 


(on ther part. republic law-enforcement organs did not 
make a timely assessment of the blockade of transport 
communication at the Orsha railroad junction, and other 
unlawtul actions which encroached upon the normal 
peration of transport. as well as on the safety of the 
workers al mans enterprises and on the lives of the 


cIizens 


And so ois it not time to switch from. assurances of 
providing order. to evervday professional work in Cx 
cuting the existing laws’ Without this, all our activity in 
the Supreme Sovict and in the localities on descloping 
democracy and a rule-ot-law state loses all meaning 


We must draw the most serious lessons from all that took 
placcun the republic in April One of them consists of the 
fact that we must be extremely perspicacious in imple 
menting this or that economic program 
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Hos undeniable that the process of transition to market 
relationships will proceed very paintully, The way out 
hercusprecisely ra the growth of production. Hewe do not 
provide order bere. that means we shall not receive 
money for compensation and indexation. And that will 
cause new conthets 


Ins) contacts with the people. with ordinary laborers, | 
sensed in them a mood of a kind of hopelessness. Many 
of them beheve that we have entered a blind alley from 
which there is no exit 


I would not want to dramatize the situation, and want to 
explain the position of the Supreme Soviet Presidium on 
wass to normative the situation 


Ihe primary and fundamental way out of the crisis is. in 
our View stabilization of the socio-political situation in 
the republic. strengthening discipline everywhere, and 
ensuring constitutional order 


Soviets. as the legally-clected organs of the popular will, 
must direct the democratic process, and strive to achieve 
the coordinated efforts of all social forces in the solution 
of such everyday problems as food, housing. consumer 
goods, culture and the battle with crime 


We must reach an understanding of the ultimate goals of 
the reform they must be permeated not only with 
feelings for our own welfare. but also with concern for 
the Fatherland. the Nourishing of society and its eco- 
nomic social and moral health. and with kindness and 
pustice 


We decisively repect parasitism and dependency, and 
detend all the social gains of the workers. Any transfor- 
mation in the economy must be preceded by measures 
for social guarantees for the workers and all strata of the 
populace that live on their wages, pension or allowances 


While striving to gain genuine economic and political 
sovereinty iis necessary to concentrate the intellectual 
and economic potential of Belorussia on those sectors in 
which we have serious scientific surpluses for mass 
production of consumer goods 


The Supreme Sovict and local soviets. and the leaders of 
ministries. departments. enterprises and organizations 
must direct ther combined efforts at restoring controls 
at all levels. in order to not permit further decline in 
production. reduction of the output of goods, and mas- 
sive unemployment 


We must decisively cut off irresponsible calls for stop- 
ping production. and ensure on a constitutional basis the 
timely cxamination of possible labor conflicts 


We must raise the prestige of the goods producers by all 
available means The conscrentious. responsible worker, 
who fills the consumer market with products, goods and 
services by means or any form of management and 
property ownership. must be the leading figure in our 


society. Social protection must be expressed also in 
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guarantecing the right to labor to any person who desires 
lo work, and in giving him the opportunity to earn 
enough to live in dignity 


We should strive to mobilize the resources of enterprises 
primarily for stabilizing the consumer market, the social 
development of collectives and regions and tor the 
protection of the populace 


An exceptionally important task is inereasing the volume 
Of housing construction, both at the expense of the state 
and by the means of enterprises. cooperatives, and 
individual builders: and also strength) og the guaran 
lees and expanding assistance in providing housing to 
invalids and veterans of war and labor, and to families 
with low income 


The Supreme Soviet must not tail to detine its attitude 
toward the problems of the burgeoning workers’ move 
ment. We supportit, as long as it stands for the economic 
independence of the collectives in managing the means 
of production and the results of labor, for pust wages for 
the producers of goods, and the possibility of equivalent 
exchange tor other goods within the framework of the 
national market and outside it. and for the preservation 
of social gains 


Workers have the right to promote their demands. 
decisions are taken which encroach on their interests 
However, the abolishment of such decisions must pro 
ceed within the framework of the law 


But when the workers’ movement 1s explored tor satis 
tying the political ambitions of certain persons, without 
considering the destructive consequences of strikes. we 
can neither understand nor accept this. and we shall 
demand of the competent organs the appropriate reas 

tion and the employment of the force of the law 


We must consolidate the healthy forces in society around 
specific tasks: One of them consists of preserving and 
revitalizing our union state, and overcoming the polit 
ical, economic and spiritual crisis 


lt is time for us all to understand that itis impossible to 
construct a paradise in any region or republic by itselt 
Only together can we emerge trom the present crisis. Our 
republic is living ina unified national economic expanse 
The joint declaration of the leaders of nine republics 
clearly detines the path tor constructive cooperation 


While working on anti-crists measures today. we do not 
have the night to forget the tact that our lives will not end 
with this year or the neat. Therefore. itis also necessary 
to envisage the development of those spheres of human 
activity which will operate in the future: Education and 
child-care. health-care and other sectors must not suffer 
in the least from the market. Let us together seck answers 
to these and a number of other vitally important ques 
hhons 


Esteemed people's deputies' 
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Ihe tense atmosphere in society demands a higher level 
of trust in one another. The norms of deputy ethics 
require that we not fall prey to excess of emotions, and 
ihat we observe the rules of civilized debate 


We must bear in mind our responsibility to our people as 
we cvamine the entire list of questions introduced to the 
agenda at the fourth session, Nearly all of them are 
associated with the restructuring of popular rule and 
with forestalling the crisis in the socio-political sphere ot 
lite in the republic 


This intensive work demands that all the deputies take 
part in examining the draft laws. We must organize 
ourselves for constructive work 


1 would like to stress once again that in our activity, the 
Supreme Soviet has proceeded and will continue to 
proceed trom the necessity of establishing a dictatorship 
of law. Only inthis way can we achieve the establishment 
of order in society, and its political stability 


The principal task is to more fully consider the interests 
of the working people, to establish a legal basis which 
would ensure the development of democracy and realize 
the intellectual and physical capabilities, and the rights 
and liberties of every individual 


Thank vou tor vour attention 


Kebich Speech Focuses on Economic Issues 
YIENT OSHA Minsk SOLVE TSKAYVA BELORUSSI) 4 
in Russian 23 May YI pp 2-3 


[Speech by Vo EF. Kebich, Belorussian SSR Council of 
Ministers chairman, at the 4th Belorussian SSR Supreme 
Soviet session: To Prevent Economic Collapse and To 
Ensure People Rehable Social Protection” | 


| Text] Esteemed people's deputies! 


loday we must attempt—and circumstances compel us 
to this—to assess the situation calmly and in a balanced 
manner, applying the maximum of effort to under- 
Standing one another and correctly determining where 
we should go from here. It will not come as a great 
revelation if bE say to you that much of what we planned 
in the past has not been accomplished. Above all we have 
not succeeded in maintaining production at a stable 
level We have not succeeded in satisfying the demands 
of the consumer market. We are lagging behind with 
regard to realization of the Chernobyl program. And 
generally speaking. despite measures taken by our 
republic government we have not succeeded fully in 
protecting our economy from the all-union collapse 
There are many reasons for this which are beyond our 
control 


(one reason in particular was the sudden retail price 
increases imposed upon us by the center, un the wake of 
this our republic was left to face alone the necessity of 
organizing means of social protection. Or for instance. 
despite all our sympathy for the miners’ needs. could we 
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have foreseen that as a result of ther strike such oa 
massive strain would be placed on the entire economs 
system, resulling in general disruption of natural 
resource shipments to our republic? 


Hts becoming ever clearer that we are facing an eco 
NOME Chis. ANd Its OMINOUS destructive symptoms are 
becoming ever more visible. The most terrible thing ts 
that they have begun to weigh heavily upon the people's 
stundard of living 


The government understands what itis that concerns 
people today, and at has attempted and continues to 
attempt to do everything possible, and sometimes the 
impossible. to lighten the weightot the burden which has 
been placed on the shoulders of the people But the 
source of tension has not vet been removed: Soctety isin 
turmoil, We must not close our eves to the tact that there 
has emerged a@ segment of the population which as 
leading a parasitic existence off of general democratn 
processes and which ts willing to engage mn endless nowy 
squabbles at any excuse. willing to do anything except 
work [tas self-evident what this means for production 
and what effect mt will have on evervday tit 


lhope that it will not seem trivial when TE point out that 
the coonomy is the foundations of all foundations Tw 
neglect it. then disaster, universal disintegration chaos 
growing crime, anarchy, hunger and total degradation 
arcinesitable: You may ask. to whose advantage is that’ 


The tact that we now have many parties and political 
factions. as well as an independent workers: movement 
iSareahty. and we must reckon with wt Yet bam tirmis 
convinced that despite all our differences in) political 
views we must work to develop that which unites th 
Whole people, not that which divides peopl 
apart our higher interests. That thing is our republic. its 
present and its future. The people will never forgive us it 
we refuse this sacred cause and, god forbid) destroy our 
republic. if we are unable to Lift up its economy and 
make iethoent 


mad tears 


The sovereignty which we have proclaimed is not yust a 
decorative slogan. Itis a tremendous responsibiliiy. the 
basis of all our actions, especially those of a stratepn 
nature All our efforts should be aimed at ensuring real 
functional sovereignty 


Yet at the same time we must realize that Belorussia 
cannot solve ats problems without an actise mutual 
exchange of the fruits of labor and screntitic technical 
thought with other republics Our economy ts technolog 
ically crisscrossed with tremendous flows of 
relavionships. No one will benetit: trom) secing thos 


AB) a rialive 


relationships completely disrupted and destroyed par 
ticularly in view of the fact that the whole modern world 
economic system is based on tirm relations 
therein hes its strength, Why should we ienore that’ 


COORONMDTE 


ltisimpossible. as proposed by some of our hotheads to 


radically restructure the entire economic structure 
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Within one of two years. to reorent the largest enter 
prises or, for inastance, to bring about a sharp decrease i 
our consumption of rolled metal stock and reduce our 
dependence On IM ports | raming the sue in those terns 
iS at the very least, trivolous 


There as another thing whieh as quite clear we should not 
reject economic cooperation with other reprons on thy 
contrary, we should intensify it. adding tout the qualities 
Which we require and giving ii new meaniny 


In this connection FE feel that the April meeting of th 
leaders of nine republics was a significant step toward 
the building of new economic relationships 


I must report to you that it was not simply amecting El 
was hard work almost LO hours a day But it allowed us 
to accomplish much) Above all all those attending 
including the President, recognized that union republy 

have the status of sovereign states. equally rmiportanth 

the center guaranteed non-interference in ther internal 
affairs and respect for republic sovereignty The press 
dent acknowledged the priority of republic legishation 
over union legislation with regard to all mations pes 

taining to the republics’ internal athairs 


All those who attended the meeting agrecd that the 
priority task to be accomplished mn order to oyerconm 
the Crisis tS agreement on a new treaty of sovercin states 
which wall take into account the alleunion retercndum 
held recenth. Furthermore. with this extremely impor 
lant aspect: whereas until now the dratt union treaty was 
being prepared at the center's initiative and. as vou at 
aware. the center played the key role in it now th 
situation is fundamentally different: Phe republics) pro 
posals will form the basis of the treaty and that wall 
determine its content 


\s vou can see. radical changes are occurring both on 
terms of understanding and of approaches Lo this | 
must add the following Relations with republics which 
do not sign the Union Treaty will be handled in exactly 
the same way as with foreign states 


No later than six months after the signing of the Union 
Treaty anew Constitution will be drawn up and ratitied 
resolutions regarding a Union of Sovercign States wall 
form the basis for it 


\t the meeting we discussed a number of other problems 
affecting the tundamental interests of the republics and 
the center, Specifically. these included division of prop 
erty. formation of the unton budget use of hard currer 

funds. the issuing of currency. expansion of republics 
rights with regard to export heensing and yurisdiction in 
all matters pertaining to barter transactions To must 


report to you that these agreements are cven now being 
reflected ina program for point actions by the Cabinet of 
Ministers and the governments of the sovercign ropub 
hes 

Thus the April meeting in large measure helped tt 
fog away from the domestic political horizon W 
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more clearly what our achons should be within the 
Changing union structure Definitely therem les one of 
Ihe important benefits of the communique signed as a 
resullot the meeting 


P would The toommediately and resolutely rebull any 
and all attacks on that document and on the meeting 
sell Polties iso an spite of everything. stl the art of 
\nd it at the April meeting we succeeded 
by means of a mutual compromise in somewhat less- 
ching confrontation between the center and the repub- 
hos. Whats wrong with thar 


COMPLOM SE 


Without false modest) Ewantto say that when Lattended 

Ihe meeting Twas guided by the best interests of our 

republic and acted with tull awareness of the responsi 

bit) pliced upon me as head of the Belorussian Gov- 

crament 

deviation trom the principles set torth in the declaration 
Pour republic's state sovereignty 


Hlowever, we also realize that no agreements with the 
enter, no matter how encouraging, reheve us of the 
necessity of Choosing ways of leading our republic out of 
idithicull cconomre and social situation, No one ts pong 


lo solve our problems for us 


This was taken into account during preparation of the 
locument which you have before vou, the State Program 
tor Stabilization of the Economy and Social Protection 
for the Republic Population. Naturally it also contains 
measures OF aN antecrisis nature 


boan tell sou that at was not easy to produce this 
document We realized that if we were going to develop 
and adopt a program of this nature. then it should be a 
special document which would include point and coord:- 
nated actions to overcome manifestations of crisis in the 
republic coonomy. te. would be non-partisan and state- 
wide in nature Only thus would be at be correctly 
percerved by the majority of the population 


Phe program was prepared by a large number of special- 
sts and leading economists: More than one scenario for 
possible unfolding of events was worked out, and serious 
discussions were conducted with scientists, business 
leaders and deputies at all levels as well as. of course. 
directly with labor collectives. Proposals by the repub- 
he S oblasts and screntific and industrial associations 
were given caretul consideration 


We consulted a large number of both foreign and Soviet 
screntists and cconomusts representing various schools of 
thought asking them to CApPTEss ther OPIMNIONs and to 
an assessment of our plans. These included 
screntists ike Professor Norwood. a major American 
expertin the field of economics and management, well- 
Known Soviet cconomists No o- Shelev and G. § 
lisichkin. plus numerous others 


CH course: when such a large number of people are 
involved there willinesitably be divergence of opinions 


and assessments diametrically opposite in) nature 





hor my part there was not a single step of 
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ranging from proposals of lighter administrative control 
to @ virtually instantaneous transition to a markel 
economy with complete privatization and lifting of all 
restrictions on price mcreases. All this had to be carefully 
studied and compared and the option arrived ab which in 
OUF OPIAOn Is the most accephible wl thre present Lime 


Naturally we compared our approaches with simula 
work done in other republics. We also made extensiy¢ 
use of recommendations of a conceptual nature. espe 
cially those regarding financial and lending policy during 
the transition to a market economy and assessment of 
the effects of adopting various solutions contained ina 
report on the state of the UE SSR’s cconomy prepared by 
the International Monetary Fund. the International 
Reconstruction and Development Bank. the Orpaniza 
tion for Economic Cooperation and Development and 
the European Reconstruction and Development Bank 
In short, we strove to utilize everything that was reason 
able and everything that fit our situation 


Major work in the course of preparation and discussion 
of various versions of the program was done by Supreme 
Soviet commissions in conjunction with members of Uh 
government, the State Committee for Fconomice Plan 
ning. the Ministry of Finance. the State Committee on 
Labor, the banks. the State Statistical Committee and 
leaders in industry. agriculture and the construction 
complex. All this allowed us not only to enrich the 
program, something which in itself was very important 
but also to achieve the most important thing at the 
developmental stage lay the groundwork for Combining 
efforts to realize the finished program) TPheretore | would 


hke to reiterate that only it the ideas contamned in th 
program are appropriately recenved can it be turned ito 
concrete actions 

Yet even the best program provides only a bare outhin 
of what is planned) Naturally it cannot describe in detaa! 


Iheretore in addition to 


evervthing which must be dong 
the program the government has drawn up a specia 
detailed working plan of action which sets torth specif 
cally what needs to be dong 
and who will be responsible for implementation Ui 
contains strict time limits and wall require painstaking 
daily monitoring 


when. bv what deadlines 


The situation which exists in our republ 
within the very near future we halt the dectn th 
people's standard of living. improve the food supply and 
supplies of essential goods and medicines. and provid 
rehable social guarantecs With this in mind the republic 
government has repealed the sales tay on the majority of 
vitally important goods. At the present time we an 
considering—I have already spoken of this ata Supremy 
Soviet Presidium session 
beef. cooked sausage and several other types of meat 
products. This will be difficult to doo but itis necessary 


lowermne retail prices: tor 


The most important thing which must be done is to 
prevent a decline in production volume reine mftlation 
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repularive currenes circulation and: struggle resolutely 
AAT UN profitable operations 


Hous in principle possible even within a relatively short 
time to hall these extremely negative phenomena and 
revive our economy. But in order to do this we need 
badical antecrisis measures of the broadest spectrum, 
specihically. we must tora certain period of time accept 
notonly the preservation but actually the strengthening 
Of presently unpopular administrative measures, espe- 
Chall) as rewards regulation of production and mainte- 
nance otessential priorities in the production realm, For 
the Transition to a market economy presumes a strong 
eveculive authors 


Phat in no Way means that we are retreating from our 
general course as set forth in the repubhe programs for 
lransition to a market economy, On the contrary, And 
we have attempted to include that idea in the program. 
\bove all we must in view of the current situation make 
mayor corrections in the republic's state budget. You will 
recall the budget which we adopted for the present year 
contamed a R&S billion [rubles] deticit. State indebted- 
ness. including write-off of loans to the agricultural 
sector, was calculated at R5.9 billion for the year. Fur- 
thermore. those estimates were based on relatively 
normal cconomic development in the current year, or at 
least devclopment without any sharp declines 


If events in the economy untold not even according to 
the Worst-case scenario, then expert assessments indicate 
that th 
} 3-1 5 Therefore we are already proposing a number of 
specific measures which will allow us to) maintain 
approximate balance in the republic's financial situation 
through the nd otf the vear 


Phere ts probably no need at this time to go into detail 
about all the actions of an emergency nature designed to 
finances. as that will be the subject of a 
but nonetheless | should say a word 


Improve our 


Sepal uate report 


about the most important aspects of this. Its clear that 
during the second half of the vear we will have to draw 
back and reduce those expenditures which are not abso- 


lutely essential Of course. this wall not effect the Cher- 
noby! program. We will have to stop financing a number 
I. construction proyects which are far from 
mpletion and. detinitely of those on which construc- 


ton hy Wohl t begun 


Weomust bold administrative costs to a minimum, We 

onger carry such a heass burden. That should be 
In this connection | would lke to direct 
fact that out of a total administra- 


ip allention I ihe 


) ' 1 SY3.000 people in our republic almost 
YO percontare employed in the administrative apparatus 
ff oonterprises and various commercial organizations. It 

here that we tind a huge untapped resource for 
cutbacks mn administrative costs) The state apparatus 
and th scrament apparatus. as well as the apparatus 
of mur . and agencies. will be reorganized and 


ndere wicks of 29-430 percent 


Hudget deficit could: increase by a factor of 
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We are counting on improving the budgetary balance 
through sale of mothballed facihties, privatization. of 
state enterprise, particularly in the service sector, higher 
charges for excess living space, and more auctions of 
prestigious goods: automobiles. furniture suites and 
major household apphances 


I also teel that we would be correct in overcoming out 
false adherence to principles and organizing the produc 
tion and sale of inexpensive alcoholic beverages. That 
will stop illegal distillation, which is consuming a large 
amount of resources, and the budget wall get the income 


But even with the stimulating effect of all these measures 
we will not be able to avoid a budget deficit. and the 
question may arise: what is the maximum tolerable 
deficn? Where is the boundary beyond which the deficit 
will become destructive? 


That ts nota simple question. | should note that research 
on this subject was virtually never done in the past 
especially at the republic level) At the same time. anal 
ysis Of the actual course of events and the experience ot 
foreign states indicates that a budget deficit as such ts a 
normal phenomenon tor a state with extensive economic 
ties and well-devcloped payment relationships. In this 
connection the most important thing ts to ensure that the 
issuing of currency does not encourage inflationary pro 
CESSES 


Untortunately, in our case both things are happening 
Therefore the government feels that implementation of 
the measures outlined in this program wall allow us to 
keep the budget deficit down to five to six percent ot 
GNP. which according to experts is not that dangerous 
for an economy in the process of assuming a market 
based form: however, its approaching the limit beyond 
which destructive effects will ensue 


Of course we must also take into account the important 
fact that with a unified monetary system throughout the 
country managing a budget deficit at the republic level 
and attempting to restrain itis very. very difficult For a 
tremendous influence—and there 1s nothing that can be 
done about this at this time—is also being exerted by the 
central organs. They have the printing press. Printing 
more money can superticially make up tor any deticu 
and seemingly drive the disease inward. but it will 
immediately reappear in a huge upward spiral of intla 
tion, something which we are seeing today 


Of course. this automatically raises an issue which we 
have already broached in various forms on many occa 
sions. That is the matter of issuing our own currency 
The government has repeatedly studied this matter trom 
various angles. including the technical requirements for 
printing our own money. Nonetheless 
situation from all angles we can see many pluses and 
minuses here. Thus far there are untortunately mor 
minuses. To what am I referring’? The difficulties do not 
begin with how to print the money. but rather with how 
to restrict all economic exchange in our republic to that 
currency 


assessing the 
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Pirstiy it will have to be localized. That would mean 
having our own customs service with all the necessary 
facihities. border stations, border guards and appropriate 
Structures for monitoring the rate of our currency against 
the ruble and against all other currencies 


Phe other side of the issue as the fact that generally 
speaking the future of development tor all) national 
economies is integration in a unified economic system 
Which will permit them to make most effective use of the 
potential of regional economies by intertwining and 
combining them. Theretore over the long range the issue 
should not be whether or not to create new national 
currencies, but on the contrary, how to create a unitied 
currency system on a completely new basis. Most 
importantly. behind this unified system should stand full 
monitoring by all partners in the unified economic space 


Staubl 


Phisus the most acceptable option. [tas another matte 
altogether to present all the demands which objectivels 
result trom this to the Cabinet of Ministers and to our 
country Ss Supreme Soviet. The center's currency circu 
Should not be a secret kept under lock and 
joming the umion with the mghts of a 
We should have every opportunity to 
actively defend our interests. | feel that we should work 
to achieve this. and we will achieve it 


latior prove 
k \ W IT 


SOVOCTCIYT State 


\ll the more so since we have not only an economic but 
also a general moral right to do so. Our republic has 


never approached the central organs with currency ci 
ulation requests. On the contrary, if one considers, tor 
nstance. even last vear. an extremely difficult vear. then 
one finds that instead of new currency being issued Over 
R200 million were taken out of cash circulation here 
But it our demands to the center are not met. then we 


will be forced. no matter how difficult it may be. to take 
measures to create Our own autonomous cul 

would be so bold as to assure vou that we have 

t option. though for a number of reasons it 


“ 


t directly reflected in the program betore vou 
lhat wpointon this vers sensitive issue 
Gsenerally speaking there 1s much which we must recon 
ar r tinancial and lending policy. We must 
D1 fe ao more stable income base tor the budget by 
n ne awas trom a turnover tax to an added value tay 
Ind a svst Of CVCISE TAXes 
Assess present state of the economy. including its 


finances. one must State frankly that we will not be able 
situation in which we presently find 
thout suffering some losses if we rely solely 
neth and our own internal capabilities 
Weon t make cvtensive direct contacts with foreign 
fina (hand banking institutions and industrial corpo 
rations We must open the way tor foreign investors 


Independent foreign economic relations 1s a new field tor 
iS But we are getting up to speed. We have drawn up 


programs f the development of priority areas of the 
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economy with the aid of foreign capital and we are 
currently actively searching for business partners. A large 
number of entrepreneurs in the United States, Germany 
Vustrias the Netherlands. Japan, Taman and South 
Korea have expressed their intention to begin coopera 
Lion with ous 


Interpovernmental agreements on trade cooperation 
have been signed between Belorussia and the Czech and 
Slovak Federated Republic and the Korean People’s 
Democratic Republic. We are close to completing work 
on similar agreements with Hungary, Slovenia and Ser- 
bra 


Weare firmly and persistently striving to ensure that our 
republic gets its share of the credits granted to the USSR 
And | must say that the center, though grudgingly. has 
actually been forced to pay attention to those demands 
Over ROO million Gin foreign exchange rubles) have been 
allocated to our republic out of Spanish loans. They wall 
be used mainly in the processing industry. An Ttalian 
loan of almost RIS milhon (in foreign exchange rubles) 
will be used to purchase equipment to produce tood 
products tor children 


Incidentally. we are currently completing development 
Of programs fot large-scale economic Cooperauion 
between Belorussia and that country. That cooperation 
carried out on the basis of special-purpose long 
range loans granted to us by the Ttahans, and tor this 
purpose a special working organ has been set up: the 
Italo-Belorussian Chamber of Commerce Association 


Will bye 


Recently yornt ventures have been established at an ever 
more dynamic pace. In less than one vear our Committee 
on Foreign | Relations has succeeded in 
attracting S4 torcign firms with initial capital of over 
R40 million (foreign exchange rubles) to cooperate with 


VOT 


uS 


Phe government also intends to use what as for us an 
honal source of economic reinforcement, te. a 
foreign loan. But | want to underscore immediately that 
our intention to obtain such a loan—and this has been 
our Meetings with business circles—can be 


ryt j 
UNTEad) 


contirmed by 

successtul only in the event that we succeed in main 
taining relative stebility in our republic and that 
Belorussia can appear to be a rehable business partner 

[he tunds obtained through a loan—and we are counting 
will make it possible to activels 
ical refitting of our agromndustrial com 
ctors that produce consumer goods. to 


billion dollars 


srr ' ‘ by #9 


plex and the s 


push to deseclopment of medicine and medical 
equipment production. to provide modern equipment 
for tl struction material industry and to create a 
power! Lp potential 
All these tl sare objectively essential. In the end this 


iS what has been done by all the countnes which have 
undertaken an in-depth modernization of their econo 
‘we have not only a financial and 


} 
ry) \ hsp ‘ QT) 
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economic stake in doing so. As a rule foreign invest 
ments are followed by new technologies and foreign 
experience with management and production organiza 
hon 


Unfortunately there are still many obstacles on this path 
at the present ime. Above all our republic has no legal 
basis which would define state guarantees protecting 
foreign investments. Generally speaking. no such legis 
lation as yet exists. We must draft this legislation as 
quickly as possible without worrying about the center 
We must create the most favorable conditions tor foreign 
investors so that hard currency capital will flow to us 
here in Belorussia 


That applies to foreign business contacts. Yet have we 
exhausted the possibilities of interrepublic Cooperation 
based not on centrally-controlled distributive relation. 
Ships, but instead on a qualitatively new basis which wall 
take our mutual interests into account” 


Some agreements of this nature already exist. Averbayan 
has proposed that we organize joint vegetable and trun 
processing, and Kirghizia wants to establish joint ven 
tures for primary cotton processing. We have fair pros- 
pects for development of relations with Kazakhstan 
which 1s prepared to invest large amounts in the estab- 
lishment of joint ventures to produce agricultural equip- 
ment and is planning to step up its shipments of grain 
wool and non-ferrous metals. Efforts in this direction are 
also being made with Russia, Moldova and a number of 
other republics 


Yet one aspect of this should be noted. Most often it is 
not we who are doing the proposing. proposals are being 
made to us) Some agencies have unfortunately been 
passive and continue to wart for instructions and autho 
nization. | am not satisfied with the work of several 
ministries and members of the government apparatus 
Their influence on the operations of enterprises falls tar 
short of what 1s needed today. Is this not the reason that 
some business leaders are completely indifferent to the 
republic's interests? 


Just look at the tribulations suffered by people. espe 
cially residents of Minsk. on every holiday or vacation 
inp on the tremendously overcrowded electric trains’ | 
am curious: when was the last ime S. 1 Shkapich. chiet 
ot the Belorussian Railway, and his deputies took a ride 
on our suburban rail lines’ 


| often have this thought: when we introduce an under- 
taking which 1s new. needed and significant it must not 
be forced into the constraints of the old. customary 
Structures. We must take a different route. We must seck 
Out genuinely enterprising people who can choose the 
team they need and operate with complete indepen 
dence. Then any problem will really be solved quickly 
without snags. Naturally those people should also be 
permitted to earn good salaries 


If we had done that before now we probably would 
already have joint ventures with other republics and our 
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own machine building industry for the processing 
industry, and many other problems would have been 
resolved ina completely different way Therefore the 
government intends to make a sharp change of course in 
that direction 


Generally speaking, lite haus presented us with many 
problems, including the problem of finding personnel at 
all levels. trom the heads of enterprises to blue-collar 
WOTrkKers 


As for the administrators, everything having to do with 
them was clear until recently. There were nomtenAlatura 
lists which determined the order in which people would 
be promoted So much for professionalism! This was toa 
large extent. and perhaps to a decisive extent, respon- 
sible for what we have today 


What lesson can be learned trom this’ We must make an 
immediate transition to the form of both administrative 
and worker-level recruitment which has proven itself in 
normal economic systems. That formas hiring backed up 
by a contract which constitutes an agreement between 
the emplover and the emplovee 


It we are talking about state enterprises, then the corre- 
sponding contract should be between an organ of state 
administration and the specialist hired for a given yob. In 
the event that the enterprise has a different form. of 
ownership, then naturally the contract will be concluded 
between the property owner—this could be a collective 
or leased enterprise, ete —and the emplovee 

In the tuture evervthing should work from the top down 
appropriate contracts of the administration, on the one 
hand. and on down the line. with shop foremen, heads of 
services and shitts. meht down to assembly line per- 
sonnel 


The program stipulates that contracts with the adminis- 
trative personne! of enterprises should be concluded by | 
July of this vear and with other specialists. blue-collar 
workers and office workers by the end of the current 
vear. This form is objectively designed to ensure that 
evers pobrs held by a person who ts truly appropriate tor 
itand whois suited foritinevery way. Tt will also ensure 
legal and social protection tor both management and 
workers 


Naturally a great deal will depend on the kind of man- 
agers one has One thing is clear: they should be enter- 
prising individuals who are persistent: and resolute in 
their actions. In other words, they should be real entre- 
preneurs. Our people have never had their tair share of 
individuals like that. They were always here. but the 
problem was that they were seldom allowed to have their 
own way. Incidentally. in his dictionary Dal gave a 
definition of an entrepreneur in which he listed his traits 
as courage. decisiveness and “the boldness to undertake 
new and significant things” Generally speaking. that 1s 


what we need 
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I beheve that a contractual system will be adopted very 
quickly and will provide an impetus to increase the 
present number of entrepreneurs many times over 
within a short time. An ever greater effect will be 
achieved if these people pool their efforts. bam not 
talking about simply combining their strength) This will 
make it possible to create a qualitatively new business 
environment which will subsequently hold one of the 
leading positions in our republic's economy Therefore 
the government for its part will do everything it can to 
ensure that an entrepreneurs: league is established in the 
very near future 


Why have I devoted so much attention to this’ Because 
entrepreneurial activity is the liteblood of market rela 
tionships. It cannot exist without the market. but 
without it the market is also unthinkable They are 
intertwined structures which reflect both the multi-tiered 
nature of the economy, and efforts to achieve labor 
efficiency, and direct responsibility tor the results of that 
labor 


Therefore as we outline measures tor oy erooming this 
crisis the government, despite the fact that we have a 
special program tor making the transition to the market 
deems it essential to deal with market-related problems 
in order to concreticize them and to establish a more 
specific ime frame with regard to them. In short, to give 
a practical dimension to this highly, important aspect of 
our work 


You are aware that the cornerstone of the market ts 
diverse forms of property. We tace the task of trans 
forming state property into collective property. share 
holder property. private property. etc) That is no casy 
matter. The situation dictates the necessity of carrying 
Out privatization on a healthy tinancial basis. and with 
consideration given to the principles of social pustice 


We scarcely need establish a specific time trame tor this 
However. we do feel that by the end of the current vear 
it will be possible to remove up to one-quarter of all trade 
enterprises from state ownership and turn them over tor 
collective or personal use The goal of turning consumer 
service workshops over for lease or purchase within the 
same time period is realistic” We must take active 
measures in the same direction with regard to small 
enterprises producing consumer goods and food, and lift 
all restrictions on the sale or uncompensated transter ot 
housing. At the same time efforts to demonopolize and 
transform major and medium-sized state enterprises 
into shareholder companies will pick up speed 


But in this area the following circumstances must be 
taken into account. Firstly. it would be untatr to sell the 
public fixed capital for their savings: Furthermore. citi 
zens are only capable of purchasing S-10 percent of all 
fixed capital with their savings In order to produce an 
effect in the republic economy 20-30 percent of fixed 
capital must be privatized. Secondly. it should also be 
borne in mind that by no means everyone is willing to 


I BIS-USR-91-012 
9 July 1991 


assume the responsibility which accompanies the acqui 
sition of property. Therefore we also tee! that priv atiza 
tion should begin with those enterprises which do not 
require large amounts of start-up capital or particular 
Knowledge of modern management scrence Phese are 
Stores, hair salons and repair shops 


However, such enterprises could produce a significant 
psychological effect by raising the standards of servic 
and beginning the development of new commercial 
relations 


\lso needed is an economically and politically accept 
able model tor privatization of housing which is appro 
priate to our concept of social pustice. We must realize 
that this os an especially ticklish aspect of the matter. ut 
CONCCENS Every Segment of society, and even now we can 
see that we absolutely must not be overly hasty in this 
regard. The government has plans drawn up which under 
the Law on Privatization—which should detinitely be 
considered and adopted at the present Supreme Soviet 
session—could be implemented 


We must not forget that the market has its own strict 
laws and do everything we can to provide social protec 
lion tor people 


Letus be trank: the price reform cast a completely new 
hight on a number of social protection issues. stirring up 
and bringing to the surface many problems of social 
distunction which previously existed 


Consider the wage system. For many years it has not 
undergone any fundamental changes. People have not 
had an opportunity to work enthusiastically and. to 
receive correspondingly more The greater portion. of 
added value was taken by the state without compensa 
tion, with the crumbs which were returned to the people 
being portraved as great benevolence 


Ihe government intends to strive resolutely to change 
priorities in this regard. This vear a new republic wage 
system should be drawn up, ensuring proper consider 
ation tor labor conditions and output and eliminating all 
excessive interbranch pay differentials. TE would like to 
emphasize that this will not be just another press to 
squeeze the labor collectives. Tt ois essentially in’ the 
naiure of a recommendation which should regularize the 
whole review of the wage system) The minimum wage 
and salary rates will be guaranteed and mandatory for 
enterprises under any type of ownership. Employees 
cannot tall below that level of pay no matter what the 
results of commercial operations 


We feel that this vear base pay in the production sectors 
Should be increased by a minimum tactor of 1.5. and 
doubled in 1992) Generally speaking. | would like to 
note that ina market-based economy there cannot be any 
artificial wage restrictions. The only gauge is the actual 
growth of output and labor productivity 


The problem of retirees is a special one within the system 
This is perhaps one of our most 


of social guarantees 
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dithicult problems. | am aware that there are 2.5 millon 
retirees in our republic today. The average pension, 
including compensation supplements, 1s R170 per 
month. Whereas previously this figure would have 


scemed impressive, today, in view of the rising cost of 


living it is completely inadequate, especially since the 
“consumer basket” comes out to R270 per month. 
Reaching the level of pensions which will exceed the 
minimum standard of living will be accomplished in 
Stages as the sources required to do so become available. 
In any event the government will strive to complete this 
task by 1993 at the latest. These fundamental issues are 
included in the draft republic Law or Pensions, which 
will be submitted to the Supreme Soviet in the third 
quarter of this year. 


The government continues to work on finding opportu- 
nities for additional social support for the people. As you 
are aware, on 20 May a resolution was adopted on this 
matter and has been made public. It encompasses a fairly 
broad segment of the population 


It includes retirees, many of whom will receive an 
additional R25 per month. It includes Great Patriotic 
War invalids and other categories of invalids. They will 
see their compensation payments for transportation 
costs increased. Patriotic War veterans will also receive 
an increase in the amount of cash compensation paid at 
their request in heu of trips to health resorts. The daily 
stipend paid to students during their period of practical 
Studies will be increased. 


It is very important to note that new levels of wages and 
salaries for workers in the areas of education and culture, 
health care. social security and archival institutions are 
being introduced. Those workers whose pay was 
increased in January of this year will receive a raise 


averaging 30 percent, while the rest will get a raise of 


70-80 percent. Planned payments will be increased as 


compared to those previously announced as a result of 


higher prices for children’s goods. Financial support will 
be rendered to social organizations for the handicapped. 


The problem of everything having to do with young 
people is no less pressing. This 1s another category of the 
population which requires a special, caring attitude. We 
are Striving to take that fact into consideration to the 
maximum in the work of the government. 


Youth problems appear in a completely different light 
with the transition to market-based relations. What sort 
ot problems are these? They include finding employment 
for young people after graduation, efforts to help young 
workers, students and young families, and employment 
after military service. The list goes on and on. 


Under present conditions many things are changing. As 
| have already said, a labor market 1s emerging, enter- 
piises have more restrictive cost accounting consider- 
ations to think about and the demand for young special- 
ists 1s Changing. Even today it 1s clear that admissions to 
secondary specialized and higher educational institu- 
tions are being cut back and that it may become even 
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more difficult to find housing for young tamilies. The 
government sees all these problems and will attempts to 
solve them, including through the preparation of essen- 
tial legislative acts. 


We must speed up completion of the drafting and 
passage by the Supreme Soviet of a special youth pro- 
gram which will set out a clear position on all aspects of 
youth policy. We must return to a matter which T have 
brought up repeatedly, ic. to the need to have a minister 
for youth affairs in our administrative structure who will 
be the focus of all the numerous youth problems and who 
would monitor their realization. In the final analysis the 
concern shown by a society for its young people will 
determine the future of that society. 


One thought of a general nature. It is difficult today to 
explain the origin of the very term “social protection.” 
Protect whom from what? Every person in our society 
should be a fully equal citizen. And no one should put 
anyone else in a position where that person would have 
to be protected. 


We should have a normal mechanism for providing a 
healthy social environment. Every working person 
should know and be firmly convinced that upon termi- 
nating his or her job due to age he or she will not 
experience any social discomtort. Those who are pre- 
paring to enter the work force should also feel the 
concern of the state for them as future workers 


Yet what we see here 1s that a person works his whole lite 
long, creates public wealth and then grows old and 
retires, and finds that he needs to be protected. Just 
think about that: protected trom whom” From the state? 
Then what kind of state is it, if its own citizens need to 
be protected from it? 


We must quit using the military-like terminology of 
“attack and defense.” The terms “poorly supplied” and 
“segments of society vulnerable in social terms” are 
offensive to people. We must create a society of socially 
dignified people. In the end this will determine the entire 
future of our republic. Therefore in its strategic plan the 
government will strive to ensure that with your support 
and with the support of all the people everything possible 
will be done to ensure that this orientation predominates 
in our work. 


Esteemed deputies! 


I scarcely need to tell you here today how much the social 
and political situation depends on a stable situation in 
agriculture. Unfortunately, more and more evidence of 
crisis 1s becoming evident in that area. How is this being 
manifested? Above all in a drop in total production 
volume. Over the past four months overall agricultural 
production dropped by 1.5 percent. Less meat was 
produced than last year, and the drop in milk production 
was particularly marked. Let us assume that there 1s still 
some way to rectify this. Even under normal conditions 
agricultural indices are subject to fluctuation 
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However, more deeply rooted causes are behind the 
present drop in agricultural production, Farms are begin- 
ning to lose their economic incentive to expand agricul: 
tural production. Quite trankly, for many of them this 
has become an unprofitable undertaking. Could it) be 
Otherwise’? At the present time procurement prices are 
strictly regulated, yet wholesale prices for equipment and 
other physical resources are rising uncontrollably. and 
with no correlation to quality. All these things combined 
with the rising estimated cost of construction) has 
brought many farms to the brink of ruin 


We must open our eyes and see what this threatens to do. 
If we do not rectity the situation in this sector of the 
economy then the entire economy will be undermined, 
and the republic's population might face hunger. The 
problem 1s not whether the kolkhoz system is good or 
bad or which forms of management will be used in the 
future. Today we urgently need to salvage what already 
EXISTS 


You are aware that a number of measures have been 
taken by the government. But I will in no way exaggerate 
their significance. They are not enough, even though 
what has been planned ts stretching the limits of our 
capabilities. Judge tor yourselves: the volcano of whole- 
sale prices has erupted in one place, and it 1s we who are 
going to have to extinguish it. And it must be extin- 
guished, and we have several options tor solving this 
highly important problem, and | can tirmly state to you 
that no matter how difficult it may be we will take all 
possible measures to ensure that equivalent relationships 
between the agroindustrial complex and other sectors are 
restored. We will do anything. if necessary relations with 
the union budget will be strained, but agriculture must be 
extracted from this situation—it must be saved 


1 and the leaders of the other republics urgently posed 
these issues at a recent Cabinet of Ministers session 
chaired by the President. That made some people stop 
and think. In the end it was agreed that we need to find 
a way to lower the price of combined todder and to 
temporarily treeze prices on physical and technical 
resources as an interim measure aimed at eliminating the 
lack of equivalence between agriculture and industry 


It is difficult to say how well this will work. But we will 
not retreat trom our position. with your support, natu- 
rally. We will also look for other ways to fundamentally 
rectify the situation in agriculture. including through use 
of a portion of the hard currency payments presently 
being collected by the center 


Yet in addition to rapid response measures we also need 
active measures to solve other problems. This means 
first of all the creation of a mult)-trered economy in rural 
areas and implementation of jand retorm. Thus far 


unfortunately only the first timid sieps have been taken 
in that direction. | must state plainly to you that we are 
convinced that conservatism in regard to these matters. 
viten masked by alleged concern tor the people's welfare. 
iS Very, Very Strong 
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At the present time only about 300 private farms have 
been established in our republic. Virtually nothing has 
been done at the local level to ensure that kolkhoz 
members and sovkhoz workers genuinely feel themselves 
owners of the products created with their labor. One can 
liicrally count on one’s fingers the places where attempts 
have been made to convert even unprofitable kolkhozes 
and sovkhozes into private farm associations, coopera 

lives or artels. Yet all of us need to realize and be clear on 
the point that rural areas cannot remain on the sidelines 
of those processes which are occurring in other sectors as 
a result of the transition to a market economy, and of 
privatization in particular. 


There should be an especially intensive rate of privati- 
zalion occurring in vegetable farming, as that sector, due 
to its nature and the involvement of large amounts of 
manual labor, can be conducted on relatively small 
parcels of land. But the issue of vegetable farming has 
also come up because this year the vegetable situation in 
our republic has become extremely acute. It could 
happen that many of our cities, particularly Minsk, will 
tind themselves without vegetables altogether. There has 
been a visible effect of the fact that urbanites have now 
stopped rendering even the meager assistance which they 
formerly offered farms. Naturally the farms have reacted 
to that. At the present time vegetables have been planted 
on 7.000 fewer hectares than last year. If we do not 
ensure that the fields are cared for and then harvested, 
one can imagine what is in store for us. 


City authorities and the leaders of enterprises should 
understand this and immediately conclude contracts 
with farms which will clearly define both the size of 
vegetable shipments and the degree of city residents’ 
participation in all farm work. 


| would like to say that the government will continue to 
work with great persistence to create a genuinely multi- 
tiered economy in rural areas so that every farmer can 
truly exercise his right to freely choose his own type of 
farming. 


Of course, it would be a mistake to go back to the 
one-owner peasant farms which existed prior to collec- 
tivization. Nor can we expect that everything will remain 
unchanged on kolkhozes and sovkhozes, either. In order 
for them to remain the foundation of the agroindustrial 
complex it 1s essential for there to be changes in produc- 
tion relationships in the direction of a market economy 
there as well. 


In our opinion this will be encouraged by the establish- 
ment of a firm state order for shipments of agricultural 
produce, even if only for the next five years. Everything 
over and above the state order could be freely sold at 
market prices. To a large extent this will also help 
overcome many farms’ unprofitableness. 


Major work also remains to be done to improve the 
supply of manufactured goods to the people. Unfortu- 
nately there are tremendous difficulties here as in other 
sectors. The most important of these is the fact that our 
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country Ss raw materials supply system, including the 
system of raw materials imports, has virtually broken 
down, This ts being tell especially paintully by our light 
industry, Where meeting the demand for certain types of 
raw materials. wool tor instance, depends almost entirely 
upon imports. In spite of numerous decisions on this 
matter by the union government only RIO million (tor- 
cign exchange rubles) of the RE60 millon we need have 
been allocated, comical as that may sound 


tender these conditions the republic government ts 
luking a number of urgent measures, including the reort- 
entation of Belorussian caterprises which produce syn- 
lo supplying domestic needs 
Direct contacts are being made with enterprises and 
Organizations outside the republic which could provide 
us With the necessary resources. Nonetheless we are tat 
ible to say that all possibilities have been 
exhausted and all measures taken. Specifically, we are 
dissatistied with efforts by the Ministry of Light Industry 
to provide itself with raw materials. Despite the tact that 
it has lost many of its functions as enterprises have 
become independent and lett it, this ministry's apparatus 
And it should have assumed much 
helping enterprises tind 


thetic tibers) primarily 


trom being 


iS Stull quite large 
greater responsibility. for 


TESOUFCES 


Today this is a matter of lite and death tor the enter- 


prises. especially such major ones as Minsk Worsted 
Wool, the Brest and Vitebsk carpet plants and the 
7hlobin Artiticral Fur) Association. Collectives) with 


many thousands ot workers could tind themselves idled. 
and their tamilics would suffer. It seems to us that the 
heads of the Ministry of Light Industry have not com- 
prehended all the urgency of the present situation. Often 
the numerous trips abroad made by Minister N. T. 
Gules and his deputies have not yielded any tangible 
benefit, Furthermore. he has opted for a highly unusual 
tack. Whenever supply breaks down write a letter to the 
government Asif he were saving. well, | have intormed 
you, now sou tind a solution 


[he government has repeatedly warned the heads of the 
Ministry of Light Industry that the stance taken by them 
on such important tissues 1s. to say the least. unfounded. 
Today | mention that once again: if this goes on we will 
have to look into the matter of whether the heads of that 
sector are suited tor the positions they hold. 


lam not saying this in order to dramatize the situation 
Here is the problem. Perhaps we can somehow survive 
the situation which today exists with regard to the supply 
of goods but it we do not take urgent measures then 
row it will have the most severe consequences 


\ decline in production has already begun for many 
types of goods. Over the past tour months there has been 
drop in the production of fabrics, hosiery. 
irpets. Shoes, radios, televisions. motorevcles. bicycles 
notebooks. soap and a number of other daily 


a sharp 


There has been a corresponding drop in 
Shipments of these items to the trade network. For 


CCESSTTLCS 
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instance, deliveries of Children’s tights have decreased by 
17 percentand of women’s hosiery by almost 50 percent 
There has been a six percent drop in shipments of men’s 
footwear, and a S| 
These figures are 


socks and mass-produced leather 
percent drop in detergent shipments 
Nath discouraging 


Yetlet us look at the other side of the picture. Almost 54 
millon pairs of hosiery items were produced during that 
same four-month pertod That is almost five pairs per 
republic resident. adults and children. But just go into 
any store. Scarcely anvone will be able to purchase on the 
first try. and maybe not on the third. We in the govern- 
ment have analyzed the situation and come to this firm 
conclusions much hinges on the network for the sale of 
goods. We are tirmly conyvinced that movement of goods 
from the producer to the consumer is no longer being 
monitored 


We need to establish systematic monitoring of the state 
of the economy. We tee! thatat the present stage a special 
monitoring organ should be established under the State 
Committee tor Fconomic Planning. It should be given 
broad powers to prevent any illegal actions in this area 
and to tight the shadow cconomy 


Generally speaking, we need monitoring more today 
than ever before On the partoft law entorcement organs, 
the procuracy. local soviets and the i ony services of the 
Ministry of Trade. Of course. V2 DD. Y cecroy, minister of 
internal attairs. and Gi So Tarnayskiy. republic procu- 
rator, can console themselye. with the fact that we are 
not witnessing any economic sabotage here. But that 
depends on how you look at it. from what point of view 
If vou think that economic sabotage 1s resistance by 
some gang of thugs joined together in a single organiza- 
tion. then perhaps this 1s true. Phere probably does not 
exist any unified organization. But if vou measure by 
ordinary. commonplaces measures, te. by the tact that it 
isimpossible to go into a store and buy a simple tee-shirt. 
underwear, shoes or god only Knows what kind of suit— 
definitely nota Prerre Cardin—tor some tabulous price. 
even though we are producing hundreds of thousands 
and millions of these items. then vou may ask yourself, 
what should you call that? 


Therefore we need to work better and fight) harder 
against economic crime in all its manifestations, w hether 
cormption. em. ezzlement and abuses of 
vervthing that makes people's 
already difficult lives even more difficult 


speculation 
power, ina word, against « 


This is especially true since recently the members of law 
enforcement organs have seen their pay raised and ther 
numbers increased. Yet thus tar there has not been the 


expected return) Pook at how many people in our 
republic die every year in tratfic accidents. Thousands, 
even tens of thousands Could highway satety not be 
improved” We have even lost what we used to have. It 


used to be here in Minsk that pedestrians would stop and 
ht to change. because they knew 
rules would result ina fine. Now 


wait for the trattic lig 
that a violation of the 
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(NINS7T UM SOUL ISAT) TL ARELTORESST) I 
Ke i? "J Vi 
[Report to the Fourth Session of the Belorussian 
Sup Hh Novel hy, \1 \ Nivasnikon Tl Ny fitst ah prual 
chairman.) Belorussian SSR Council of Mbinister 
Pvatraordinary Measures on Drawing Up the Beloru 
saan SSK Budect tor the Second Halt of 1991 
ff Al] I steemed A cnpyi Sok prutns Y 
Measures to stabilize thas re prurtydi S finanenal pros 
comprise anointegral part and. TP would say. the core of 


Our Proposed program 


You will of course 


Tee all that thy al praurtytia how I hy pal pry | 
lor 1949) was approved with adetieitot § S billion rubl 
and that fn this thy 


assigned the task of careving out a number of 


COnNe TION povernment ib 


uppien ] 


ims measures to reduce it during the course of th at 


More than tour months have clapsed since the beginning 


ofthe sear And. obsvroust. the following natural ques 
hon has arisen among the deputies What turther need 
there for extraordinary measures on drawing up th 
hudect and what are these measures’ Why is the go 


, 


Cre 


oming out with these proposals and submitti 


them to the republic's parhament rather than deciding 
them on ther own’ And. in connection wath th how 
are the tasks previously assigned by the Supreme Soviet 
hong ried out’ The answers to these questior Tht 
TDP EN thre ssence Of thy pres ni or port 

lt must be admitted that reducing the budeet deticn 
during the tiest quarter did) not seem. possibh Ih 
approved revenue part was not achieved with regard toa 
number of sources: On the whole. the republic-le 

budect was cvecuted by 99 © percent for revenues during 
the first quartet | he sure thy situatior more og 
somewhatin Apnl At the same time. however. the need 
iho arose for significant additional expenditures. sin 


lal prices sprang up sharply 


\W hat then thy 


sr) hy has a d 


tundamental causes of the situatior 


Scrious distortions in the centers price pol lr 


planning the budget. we proposed—and we did report 
this to the parhiament—that the retail-price reform bes 
in February at the earhest) There were such promises 
from both the president and the prime minister” As a 
result, the sharp rise—by a factor of two to three 


heginning in lanuary of wholesak prices on raw mate 
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hand, tothe need for subsidies to enterprises in the fields 
Of light industry and food production, basically, meat 
Milk, cpes. sugar, fish, et 


bor example, with regard to the light industrial sector 
alone. the shortfall from turnover taxes amounts to 21 | 
Million rubles: At the very same time, it was necessary to 
take more than 600 million rubles from the budget and 
hand them over to people engaged in the textile and light 
indusines: No matter how difficult it was. we were 
forced to do this. The situation was extraordinary 


bor three months the government did everything that 
could to rescue or save collectives, to prevent shutdowns 
and breakdowns, and to see to it that the people would 
not be lett without food or basic goods, ie. the bare 
necessities: And this process went on virtually unnoticed 
by the great mass of the population, although the explo- 
sion could have been enormous and have had untoresee- 
able consequences 


Second Reduction in the volumes of industrial produc- 
tion, and particularly that of consumer goods with their 
high level of taxation, Because, of course, it 1s no secret 
that during the January-March period one out of every 
three enterprises reduced its goods output in comparison 
with the corresponding period of last year) This was 
especially characteristic for enterprises under the Min- 
istry of Light Industry and the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food In forecasting the possible decline, the gov- 
ernment adopted the maximum measures to reduce the 
negative consequences A great deal of specific work was 
done to maintain inter-cconomie ties on a horizontal 
level, and tt must be frankly stated that supporting these 
ties costs us very dearly At the same time, measures 
were tightened up with regard to protecting and 
defending the interests of the consumers’ market. Prob- 
lems of allocating curency funds for hight industry were 
solved 


Vvacheslay Frantsevich cited the probable amounts of 
decline and national income, as well as the production 
volume and what can be done about this. Could the 
situation really be any different when Russia's metallur- 
gical enterprises have tailed to conclude contracts tor 
delivering 90.000 tons of rolled ferrous metals (5.5 
percent)’ Some 39 percent of all cement—and this 
amounts to 2.) millon tons—has not been registered or 
logged tor delivery to our republic. primarily from the 
( kraine and Moldova. Nor have problems been solved 
with regard to puchasing several raw-material resources 
forimport. All this plus our own poor management have 
attected the operational results of our republic's indus- 
trial enterprises, which—during the first four months of 
the curent year—have been short in their delivenes of 
products to customers by an amount of 143 million 
rubles Almost one out of every ten work collectives has 
failed to fulfill its contractual obligations 


Third Due to objective causes. in the first place. the lack 
of a legislative foundation. the process of privatizing 
property ownership has not yet fully begun) But. you 
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know, without this. the development of market-ty pe 
relations is being held back, whereas the budget is not 
receiving sufficient funds 


Fourth Taking into account the difficuluies of agricul 
ture already after the budgets approval, in accordance 
with the decisions of this republic's Supreme Soviet and 
government, additional privileges were instituted with 
regard to taxing the profits of the agromndustrial com- 
ples’s enterprises and organizations. And this is correct 
Suffice it to say that such a measure has allowed us to 
leave 700 million rubles at the disposal of the APK 
jagroindustrial complex] enterprises 


There is a turther point. Taking into consideration the 
shortage of funds for compensation payments among 
many enterprises and organizations, this republic's gov- 
ernment adopted a decision to cut in half—beginning in 
the second quarter—the amount of amortization deduc- 
tions contributed to the fund for financing republic- and 
regional-level programs. This increases by SOO million 
rubles the financial possibilities of work collectives in all 
sectors. The budget is being reduced by almost exactly 
that sum. Could we have proceeded any differently” L do 
not think so 


Thus, despite the increase in receipts from the tay on 
profits. we have not succeeded in obtaining sufficient 
revenues to cover the deficit 


Nor have problems been climinated with the reform of 
price formation. The main problem here is that a very 
severe situation has evolved in the rural areas. Its a 
well-known fact that the new purchase prices do not 
cover the losses of kolkhozes and sovkhozes connected 
with the uncompensated price hike on production and 
technical resources being supplied to agriculture In 
order to ensure a balanced quality, we would have to 
increase the existing purchase prices. This would mean a 
corresponding increase in state subsidies on toodstults 
and the creation of still more tension within a budget 
which 1s already unbalanced. Either that. or another 
retail-price hike on foodstufts 


The chairman of this republic's Council of Ministers has 
set forth the government's position regarding ways to 
solve the problem. And what he mentioned will certainly 
be carned out 


As a variant. we are also working out the creation of an 
off-budget fund for supporting peasant farms. tarm- 
steads. kolkhozes. and sovkhozes. This would be done 
primarily by redistributing a portion of the income 
above the average level of the profitability of those 
industrial enterprises producing ticms tor production 
and technical purposes. Such an approach 1s particularly 
justifiable with regard to collectives which sell their own 
products at control-free prices 


()n what grounds does the government justify the above- 
mentioned plan’ It 1s well known that virtually all our 
agricultural products are consumed within this republic 
Thus. the above-mentioned fund would remain within 
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our republics on the other hand. almost all the produc 

Hon types of tems. not to mention the defense types 
would be exported to other republics Therefore. enter 

prises which use contractual prices would not suffer. As 
regards damage tothe © nion. bdo not think thatit would 
be u determining factor within the economic crisis ona 
nationwide scale 


And herein lies the meaningtul intent of what we have 
proposed Tassume that this parliament will support our 
proposals 


Let me say a few words about the sales tax) Phe govern 
ment shares people's indignation As far back as Mareh 
this republic chiminated ion the basic consumer tems 
primarily on tood. children’s items: rents. and municipal 
services. Phe price of this action is SOO million rubles of 
losses for the revenue portion of the budget We advo 
cate chiminating this tax altogether, Butift we do this only 
in our republic. we lose another 400 million rubles 
compelled to compensate—out 
of our budget—tor the expense to enterprises obtaining 
productS with a five-percent surcharge from) other 
regions moan amount of 600 million rubles” Thus. the 


Moreover, we would by 


losses would come to one million rubles” Therefore. we 
would insist that this tax be climinated throughout the 
country as a whok 


Returning to the subject of expenditures. | consider it 
necessary to report to this parliament that. despite all the 
budgetary tension. in carrying out the decision of the 
Supreme Soviet we have allocated 168 million rubles tor 
raising the wages of medical personnel. professors and 
instructors at Vl Z’s. and the statf members of internal 
atlairs organs 


Phe above-cited apportionment tor the budget naturally 
evokes the following question Just what are the wavs to 
extricate ourselves trom the cconomic situation which 
has evolved” 


There are several of them 


birst Wy could mecrease he revenue portion of the 
budect by civilized cconomic methods it | may so 


cCvpress it 


Is this realistic’ Brom tt cory beginning. the govern 
revenues. Hence 
when the budget was being approved. we introduced tay 


ment has kheved on increasing budget 


rates ranging up to SS percent on profits But the 
proposed measure evoked a sharply negative reaction 
and was not supported by the parliament The principal 
argument which was cited against it was that the allege 
edly inadequate price hike on tinished goods being 
produced by this republic's enterprises. as well as the 
prices on raw materials and the increase in the rate of 
contributions to social insurance would lead to a reduc 


lionain profits and practically to bankruptes 


And so what ck we hava W Nias 
}-] unded 


During the period trom Januar 


ontirmation that our 


iustifiable and realistn 
lo April of the current 


proposal AaS WwW 
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year this republic's industrial eaterprises were able not 
only to compensate for inereased production costs. bul 
alo to obtain profits which were double those of last 
year’s corresponding period And this took place even 
with a reduction in production volumes This cortannly 
true that there has been an increase in expenditures tor 
wages and other payments. mcluding those connected 
with the bike in retail prices. which the enterprises hase 
covered by means of carnings. But profits remaining al 
their disposal have also increased) Thus) whereas in thn 
first quarter of last year enterprises retained |S mathion 
rubles of profits, during the first quarter of this such 
profits tripled) And for certain sectors. icome grew even 
more significantly 


Thus. for example, tor organizations under the Belorus 
sian SSR Ministry of Construction, despite a lO-percent 
reduction in the volume of construction and installation 
operations during the first quarter, protits quadrupled 
while profitability rose from 22 to 46 percent 


Profitability rose for industrial enterprises as a whol 
and amounted to 26.7 percent. whereas for certain 
enterprises ii came to LISS percent 
more striking example The linen plants of the Vitebst 
Association tor Procuring and Processing Plax biber cul 
their production by almost half) At the same tims 
however, the protits remaining at their disposal 
increased almost 1O-fold. while ther profitability. wen 
up by a factor of 8.8 


And here saneven 


ltis completely obvious that such an upsurge in th 
incomes Of Many enterprises was caused exclusively by 
the price factor, Theretore, let me emphasize once again 
that the setting of rates amounting to 9S percent tor 199 | 
was justifiable and would have allowed us to obtain an 
additional amount of more than one billion rubles in thy 
budget without any economic harm to the enterprises 
Moreover. deductions contributed to the Union would 
have been stable, deriving trom a rate ot 22 
while any and all additional increments would) has 
remained meht within our republic 


Peres nt 


Nowadays the true dimensions of our country s budect 
deficit and the magnitude of its domestic debt are 1 
longer a secret. At the beginning of this vear the country 
domestic State debt amounted to SSO) billion rubles 
During the current year its increase to 700 billion rubles 
iS forecasted. Previously we did not know this atall Nor 
do we know even now what the msuance of mon 


funds will be 


What can we do in this situation’ We can oppose our 
own active and fundamentally principled stance to tl 
actions of the Union government: And. in the tirst pla 
by way of not allowing all the problems of the deficit 
he shifted onto our republic's shoulders. we should pr 
the invalidity of the assertion made by the USSR 


Council of Ministers to the effect that all the republ 
ought to have an equal level of the budget deficit W 
must also propose and detend measures to hold dows 


The government has posed the question ang 


inflation 
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will seck to create an inter-republican commission tor 
monitoring the formation and expenditure of tems of 
State outlays 


Weare in favor of wayscommontly accepted 
throughout the world of overcoming the financial 
crisis. These include the issuance of loans, borrowed for 
the paymentol tree credit resources and relegating i to 
the state debt TP circumstances require, we could cut 
hack on many items of expenditures, including even 
those which affect the people's interests 


( ortuin persons have scolded the Ministry of Finance 
and the State Committee for Economic Planning to the 
etfect that they should have raised the price level some 
what higher on consumer goods. They cite the Balti 
regron as an example But the government could not 
proceed along the path of reducing the budget deficit at 
the expense of the population. Although, as | said, they 
proceeded precisely in this manner in the Baltic repub 
lies) Their prices on many foodstuffs (meat, milk. fish 
and sugar) are 20-70 percent higher than they are in 
Belorussia, To be sure, wages there are also somewhat 
higher We have thoroughly analyzed the relationship 
between prices and wages. In our republic this indicator 
isbetter But the base monetary income of our neighbors 
was Significantl, higher. Therefore, despite lowering of 
the standard of living. people there live well and with a 
wor id income 


\nd with regard to the level of average income at the 
beginning of the current year, we ranked seventh or 
cighth in the Union Although it must be said that the 
measures adopted during the first quarter allowed us to 
increase the population's income by almost 30 percent 
and toumprove their situation 


We must also take into account the fact that this repub- 
los economy 18 being pressed by the enormous burden 
of the Chernobyl tragedy. Despite the fact that the 
I mion. with all its own difficulties, 1s fully carrying out 
tS obligations with regard to financing the Chernoby! 
programs. a considerable portion of these expenditures 
have to be borne by our republic's budget 


\s you can see, not a single one of the above-cited ways 
for climinating the budget deficit could be used by this 
republics government in its pure form, and we have 
been compelled to seek out our own special approaches 


(During the current year we will have to use our own 
funds to recover from, or compensate for, the expendi- 
tures needed to implement the measures adopted in this 
republic above those provided for by the Union pro- 
gram. ina total amount of more than one billion rubles) 


In such an eatremely complen situation decisions have 
been taken to support the republic's population in con- 
nection with the retail-price reform. Primarily in March 
and additionally in| April measures were worked out 
many of which the other republics do not have. What do 
thes capress’ The most important thing that we included 
in our work ws the market principle constituting the 
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loundation of the economy we alone among all the 
republics have removed the restrictions trom: the wage 
fund This independent measure has evoked the dissat 
iStuction of the center Hut could we have proceeded 
differently’ Tn the tinal analysis. we have to give 
evervone the chance to ean and to receive what he has 
earned) Thisis nota populist measure Economists know 
how much was created by artifical restuctions on the 
growth of wages Largely due to this reason, enterprises 
have tree) residual funds at ther disposal amounting to 
more than seven billion rubles’ Moreover. these residual 
funds are increasing OF Course. having removed the 
restrictions and Pwillbe trank with you. the government 
iS Now quite concerned and wormed 


In the first place. under the pressure of emotions and 
business conditions iis possible that decisions would be 
adopted to completely rollover this sum from a non-cash 
to an carned wage account You understand that this 
would be a catastrophe tor our already spa.se consumer 
market 


In the second place. the interests of producing and 
marketing the social programs of work collectives could 
turn out to be threatened 

In the third place. when wages are raised. each work 
collective. cach director of manager. must take into 
account and realize how stably the enterprise will 
operate so that. under disintegrating economic ties, the 
new. high wage level! may also be retained during the 
ensuing periods [his better to raise wages modestly than 
to be compelled to lower them after a sharp upswing due 
to a possible shortage of funds 

At the same time however, we have carried out calcula- 
tions and carried on many discussions with the Belorus- 
sian Federation of Trade Unions and we assert that 
during the current \car wages can be raised by a factor of 
1.8 and doubled in the tuture. as compared to the 1990 
level 


Naturally. those persons working in non-production sec- 
tors and pensioners have not remained without atten- 
tion) Moreover. specific steps have been taken to make 
the food service less expensive in VUZ-type dining 
facilities and school cafeterias The income restrictions 
have been climinated tor assistance payments to families 
for children) and payments in connection with higher 
prices tor children’s items have been increased. Compen- 
sation payments to mothers caring tor children have 
been set up. and several other important measures have 
been adopted 


We have revised the salaries for persons emploved in the 
social and cultural spheres) An add:tional 600 millon 
rubles have been provided tor this in the budget. Imple- 
mentation of this proposal would make it possible to 
substantially raise the salaries tor schoolteachers. tekh- 
nikum instructors. physicians. middle-level medical per- 
sonnel. staff employees in culture and art. as well as 
other categones in comparison with the level established 
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by the Union. For example, a schoolteacher, after grad- 
uating from a VUZ. will have a monthly salary of 350 
rubles, as compared with the Union norm of 260 rubles 
Moreover, the amounts of the supplementary payments 
will be increased 


The government returned again to such a least-protected 
category as unemployed pensioners. Expenditures for 
this purpose have been specified in the amount of 250 
million rubles 


Understanding how acute the problem now is of the 
balance between the wholesale prices on products being 
consumed by agriculture and the purchase prices, we 
fully took onto the budget compensation payments in the 


amount of 60 rubles a month tor staff memberrs of 


kolkhozes and sovkhozes. And this comes to a total— 
more or less—otf SOO million rubles. Thus, solely with 
regard to the decisions adopted during the first quarter 
of the current year, compensations and privileges for the 
agroindustrial complex amount to 1.5 million rubles 
The above-mentioned measures, taken together with the 
ways set forth in V_F. Kebich’s report for suppoorting 
agriculture—and this means another 2.$ billion rubles— 
fully compensate the expenditures of the rural area under 
the conditions of the new prices and allow us to retain 
the profitability of the farms 


I cannot help dwelling on the following matter. In the 
mass media. at meetings, and simply in conversations 
one often hears that the government has, so to speak, 
deceived the people by promising to provide basic com- 
pensation for the price hike. And that, in fact. this was 
not done. except for a few sops or handouts. Let us leave 
emotions aside and thoroughly analyze the situation 


once again. Let us take into our calculation the volume of 


consumer goods sold in the retail network during 1990, 
and let us recalculate it in the new prices. It turns out 
that. if we retain for the current year last’ year's— 
admittedly stirred-up—level of goods sold—the addi- 
tional expenses for the population during the period 
from April through December of that year would amount 
to 11 bilhhon rubles. At the same time, the compensa- 
tions, privileges. and benefits to the population during 
this period would be equal to 10.7 bilhon rubles. Thus. 
the government did keep its own promises and assur- 
ances. given at the session of the Supreme Soviet. 
Because. after all. it proposed to compensate for the 
additional expenditures by 85 percent, and it turned out 


that this was done by 98 percent. And so, what kind of 


deceit do we have here” 


Of course. the structure of expenditures has changed, of 


course, families having children have “won” some gains. 
and. of course. those persons who are not well-off have 
received large additional benefits. But figures are stub- 
born things, and—whether you like it or not—you must 
admit that what has been compensated includes virtually 
the entire increase of additional expenditures of the 
population caused by the change in prices 
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It is certainly true that implementation of all these 
measures has led and 1s leading to an increase in expen- 
ditures and a decrease in revenues. We could have 
retained the budget deficit level or even lowered at 
somewhat, But in adopting the decisions to allocate 
supplementary amounts of money, the government con- 
sidered it necessary, above all, to maintain and preserve 
the work collectives, not to permit a lowering of produc- 
tion or of the people's standard of living. In this connec: 
tion, | hope that everyone understands the following: If 
enterprises were to stop operating, there would be 
nothing: neither output nor wages, neither sources of 
taxation nor, naturally, financing for social programs 


Thus, the objective need to channel additional tunds 
into the social protection of this republic's population 
has led, simultaneously, to complication of the financial 
Situation and an increase in the budget deficit from 3.5 
billion rubles to §.2 billion rubles 


This has also predetermined the development and intro- 
duction by the government—for your examination and 
consideration—oft extraordinary measures to draw up a 
budget for the second half of 199] 


Just what is the essence of these measures’ There are 
basically two blocs of problems. The first has to do with 
assisting entrepreneurship, freeing up enterprises with 
regard to both wages and prices on their industrial 
products. Likewise included here are loans, benefits. 
privileges, credits, and privatization. Thanks to this, we 
can count on obtaining the principal amount of profits 
and the deductions to be contributed to the budget. With 
regard to the second bloc, if we may speak in terms of a 
large account or score, it 1s based not on discriminatory 
measures relating to stably operating collectives, but 
rather a selective approach. It consists of taking assets 
out of unjustified price hikes and activating reserves 
obtained by converting defense-type enterprises. 
restricting lower-priority expenditures in) enterprises 
having all forms of ownership. particularly on main- 
taining an administrative apparatus, restoring good 
order to trade in items which are in acutely short supply. 
as well as improving mutual relations with the Union- 
level budget 


At the same time, we say the following straight from the 
shoulder: “Yes, these are basically fiscal-type measures 
And yes, they do tighten up the economic situation and 
make it more difficult.” But they are temporary actions. 
designed for the period of tuning up and debugging the 
economic mechanism. As the economy emerges from its 
crisis-type situation, with the returning health of the 
enterprises’ finances and the broad-based development 
of all forms of property ownership, the accent will shift 
to the mutual relations with the budget regarding long- 
terms rates of taxation 


1 want to reply right away to the tollowing possible 
question: “But isn’t the government mistaken in taking 
such a direction”? Wouldn't it be simpler to revise the 
expenditure portion of the budget and reduce ww?” It is 











FBIS-USR-91-012 
9 July 1991 


possible that we have made some mistakes here and 
there. But reduce it atthe expense of what’ Because. you 
know. the expenditures structure of the budget com 
prises 74 percent of the outlays for financing the social 
sphere and measures tor the social protection of the 
population Moreover, taking into account the measures 
which were adopted, this percentage rose to 87. And the 
remaining portion consists primarily of expenditures 
connected with centralized capital investments on the 
processing and manutacturing industries, as well as in 
the production of consumer goods. Itis virtually impos- 
sible to solve the existing problems by revising the items 
of expenditure. Although we have also proposed certain 
measures along these lines 


You esteemed people's deputies already have a detailed 
list of the extraordinary measures. Taking this circum. 
Stance into account, allow me not to comment upon 
them. but rather to dwell on those which are. in our 
opinion, the most tundamental 


Justifiable dissatistaction has been evoked among the 
population by the exorbitant swelling of the administra- 
tive personne! 


VF. Kebich. chairman of the Council of Ministers, has 
Stated that 94 percent of all administrators are concen- 
trated at enterprises and in organizations. How much 
does this cost our republic's economy”? Some 1.4 billhon 
rubles. 19 percent more than in 1989, went just for 
maintaining apparatchiks in this republic's economy tn 
1990 


In preparing tor the present session, specialists and 
screntists very carefully and thoroughly analyzed vari- 
ants of the optimum number of the administrative 
apparatus, taking worldwide practice into account. And 
it turns out that we can reduce the apparatus by a 
minimum of 30 percent without any damage to produc- 
tion administration. This would allow us to free up more 
than 255 million rubles of non-production expenditures 
(ne third of this total 1s slated to pay supplementary 
compensation to pensioners, as Vyacheslav Frantsesvich 
told you, while the remainder would be left for the work 
collectives to spend on their urgent needs, including an 
increase in workers’ wages 


At first glance. the government's interference in the work 
collectives’ sphere of activity seems to contradict the 
Law on Enterprises. But we must not forget that what we 
are talking about here are state enterprises. And the 
economic status or condition of the state sector 1s far 
trom being a matter of indifference to the government 
Qn the other hand. the government's role in administra 
tion consists of intelligently supporting entrepreneurs 
protecting il and old people. as well as facihtating the 
harmonious development of culture and education 
Moreover. nobody should forget that. in the final anal- 
VSIS. production costs drive prices or require state sub 
sidics And either one of these 1s shifted onto the people 
and 1s tinanced out of their pockets 


BELORUSSIA 43 


There are grounds for considering and calculating the 
serious, substantial moves taking place in the sphere of 
privatization and de-emphasizing the state, even though 
the first few steps have been very weak and timid. This 
mation will be examined and considered in particular by 
this session. nevertheless, the following question may be 
asked) What are our forecasts based upon”? First, it as 
been more than sis months since the Program for Con- 
verting the Belorussian SSR to a Market- Type Economy 
was adopted. During this period of time organizational 
structures were created at the center and in the localities, 
and the legal foundation was formed. The breaking up of 
settled, rigid approaches has been difficult, but it has 
proceeded and is proceeding. It is also hard to change 
people's psychology 


As of the present day. some 40 millon rubles’ worth of 
fixed capital has been sold to enterprises and organiza- 
lions. Work collectives operating on leases with the right 
to purchase already have one billion rubles’ worth of 
fixed capital. If the present session adopts the documents 
proposed by the government, and this concept becomes 
law. then we will have a viable mechanism for carrying 
out such a responsible. important economic reform as 
privatization 


| would also like to relegate the following matter to this 
bloc of problems: the sale of space being leased to renters 
with the transter of funds obtained, for the most part, to 
the local budget It is a well-known fact that many 
enterprises and organizations lease the fixed capital at 
their disposal and obtain considerable income from this 
In our Opinion, such income should go into the budget 
In the first place. we proceed on the basis that the state 1s 
the owner of this capital. Therefore, from a juridical as 
well as an economic point of view, such a posing of the 
question is completely correct 


We need to animate and activate the process of buying 
housing. And. although this topic 1s quite a delicate one, 
we do make the assumption that it 1s precisely on this 
sphere that privatization can yield the most tangible 
results even in the immediate future) But for this to 
occur, we must create rehable legal guarantees and a 
more improved system of differentiated conditions for 
buying housing. a system which would take into account 
the interests and possibilities of various social groups of 
the population The government 1s now working vigor- 
ously on this problem 


There are substantial reserves in the area of investments, 
as well as in unfinished construction, in numerous facil- 
ities Which are taking years to erect and “freezing.” Le. 
lieing up enormous resources. As of | January of the 
current year, such incompleteness had grown by more 
than one billhhon rubles and amounted to, just think, six 
billion rubles. thereby exceeding the norms by 11 per- 
cent. Theretore. we must proceed in a timely manner to 
conduct an inventory of the remaining, unfinished con- 
struction projects and areas not being utilized, and we 
must proceed to sell them with a channeling of three- 
fourths of the tunds carned into the budget revenues. At 
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done moreover with regard to all forms of property 
\nd lastly, under the very comples, acu 
pytiavt hOuTPSTanCes Wath repard tw drawing up the bucpet 
under the conditions of a shortage of financial resources 
CUPPV Ing Out Urgent measures to protect the popula 
Hon ut would be justifiable to introduce a moratorium to 
Ihe ondoot the current sear on adopting in our republi 
issOnsS FOQuIring new allocations 


Thar COW EN ship 


cmed members of the parhament! The government's 
been directed primarily at ensuring the 
ible operation of ent rprises and by means of this. not 
¥ ' Meow the Collapse of our republic's economy. nor the 
of the population's standard of living. As repr 
sentatives of authority and power, we do not have th 

eht to delay in adopting or implementing the comples 

tcrconnected measures to prevent further destabil 

tion of the economy \long these lines we will be 

NOOMPrOM Ising 


‘7 ‘ 
i | Nasa 


Nochoas thy Severe but realist 


Measures 


picture These are tough 


ssa 


\\ Buteven under the conditions of this state of emergency 
budget in this very comples circumstances, tha 
rust of the budget has not only been retained 
huts being further strengthened 


allocations for education have been 


by S38 


Lamp 
a noreased by 1 ot billion rubles. social security 

’ rubles. health care—bsy 463 million. culture —bs 
by 41 3 millon rubles 


! SLE ICTICVG 


Vnd obviously. many persons are likewise interested in 
matters mutual relations with the Union-leve! 
d the situation in the local budgets 


mutual relations with the LU nion-level 
arned out in accordance with contractual 
This was also contirmed in the declaration 

i leading officials of nine republics. Some | 

' tthe profits of enterprises under Union 

publi-level purnsdiction are to be transterred to All 
| nt is—that amounts to 2.4 bilhhon rubles and 
tf thy another JOO million rubles 
sou with all my responsibility —that ts all 
‘Shillion rubles which we propose to transter 


mwreements 


anal 


Saics LANL Te 


\" eal 

’ funtor the social support of the population (pre 
si, the LU nion planned 4 2 billion). we wall refine this 
] ‘ | 


i and attempt to reduce it 


al budgets. without taking into account the 


inary measures 


them deficit will grow to 28 
¥ lhon rubles and amount to 2S percent (the deficit of 
purty lev a percent) Taking objective 
account we propose t 
nor strain on the local budgets 


hudgct 


stances into establish 


- 1] pric ‘ deputies’ 
" 
Implementation of the measures being submitted to vou 
Aus to reduce the hudect deficit trom § 2 billvon 
'"y n rubles That is OS bilhon rubles higher 
ipproved by the Supreme Soviet in December 











bBIS-LSR-91-01?2 
9 July 1991 


of last year The government does not tind any realist 
ways to reduce it further during the course of the current 
year Certainly such an amount or size of the defies 
(four billion rubles) will seriously Complicate the tung 
honing of this republic's economy Therefore we request 
you to support our measures andeas a way oul of of 
dithicullicsthe government's request to credit the 
Belorussian SSR National Bank with the total of the 
budget deficit, with its subsequent relegation to the stat 
debt 


Naturally. iis impossible to take everything into con 
sideration. And we would be not right in asserting that 
what we have proposed is the only correct and exhaus 
tive path 


Ihe measures which have been submitted here ar 
directed. above all. at achieving the immediate poals 
with regard to financing the restoration of our economy 
to good health. They have been calculated tor the period 
extending to the end of the current year In the tuture we 
intend to solve this problem by means of introducing a 
Nevible system of taxation. [tas specifically this system 


Which will have to ensure the natural economic cond: 
lions for the growth of business activity. increase pro 
duction efficiency. and the stable flow of revenues into 


the budget 


Work is proceeding apace on preparing a republic-level 
draft law on taxation. Its fundamental teature will con 
sistof the fact that it wall take the consequences of thr 
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price-formation reform into account Only the actual 
results of the second and third quarters can serve as the 
basis for such an analysis 


tous certainly true that taxation of profits wall be th 
foundation of the tan system And the most important 
thing in this conection is the size of the rate Thy 
government understands that a differentiated approach 
must be used exclusively here For modest-sized enter 
prises—for those that turn out consumer goods—-the rat 
should be lower We also need to set higher Wax rates on 
profits obtained by means of an unjustified inflation ot 
the prices, ne. we must establish a progressive rate scale 
depending upon the average-sectornial profitability of 
enterprises, having differentiated it by the type ot 
activity involved 


During the current year the republic-level, dratt law on 
taxes will be introduced for vour examination and con 
sideration 


1 think that it would be correct. guided by the Declara 
lion on Sovereignty, in setting tay rates on profits. to 
provide incentives for enterprises to make the transition 
to Belorussian jurisdiction, as well as to convert the 
military-industrial complex. Whoever does not the such 
approaches—let him pay the Belorussian people a high 
lan 


Thank vou for vour attention 











4o ESTONIA 


Lallinn Soviet’s ‘Russian’ Faction Viewed 
YVIENIST A Lallinn MOLODE/SH ESTONT 
In Russian Tl Apr Yl po 


[Interview with Boris Sergeyevich Popo, leader of an 
inter-rayon deputy faction of the Tallinn City Soviet, by 
Yu Suroyv: “Satlors Sit: Tight in the Saddle—They are 
L sed to Storms’ ] 


f Text] 


[Suroy| Boris Sergeyevich, we are used to watching the 
work of various parhaments on TV. and in a certain 
sense we Know this kitchen, We are even exasperated by 
the style inherent in people's deputies of various levels, 
trom the Union on down, Honestly, especially at first, 
ther work even evoked irritation, On the surface, it 
seemed like a problem had been solved, but the verbal 
squabbles sull went on and on. We know very little about 
this aspect of the work of the Tallinn City Soviet. The 
newspapers only publish brief reports and decisions. 
Whatis the atmosphere like? 


[Popov] The work of our soviet. seen from) within, 
Sulisties NO one, Not one faction, not one commission. 
There is far too much shop talk, people wanting to speak 
many times on one and the same issue. At first 1 
attributed this to the inexperience of the deputies, their 
desire to announce themselves, to create an appearance 
of great activity so that the voters would see them and 
think What a tine young man and uncompromising 
fighter we have elected. Checking more closely, however, 
ever\thing turned out otherwise: Many speeches were 
just a Watertall of words, and so they have remained. A 
group of people has gradually come to light who just love 
to talk. not delving into the essence of a topic or simply 
not knowing wt. Thus, superticial judgments are 
obtained, idle talk is spreading, and we are drowning in 
it Typically, deputies who are competent on a given 
issuc Speak, put everything in its place, and set every 
litthe problem and question neatly on its proper shelf 
The topic is exhausted, it seems: Take a vote and make a 
decision. But no! The neat speaker takes the floor, and 


the discussion goes around in circles. Some kind of 


competence this is. Nothing but shop talk! 
[Suros}| You judge this so severely 


[Popoy}| Why should IT not judge wt? Although, I can say 
good things too. Despite all our debates, the atmosphere 
is entirely benevolent. Nobody insults anyone. there 1s 
no name-calling and no antipathy among the deputies, 
although recently conflict in the city soviet has intensi- 
fied greatly. [tis a conflict between two large groups, 
spliton the basis of sympathies for the mayor or for the 
chairman ot the soviet. However. these are not personal 
sympathies’ They relate to those circles which support 
one or the other leader 


[Suroy| Boris Sergevevich, this subject has certain... well, 
nuances. Therefore. let us return to it at the end of our 
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talk. Right now, please say a bit more about your 
inter-rayon faction, They say you are small, those of you 
in sailor's vests 


[Popov] There are five of us in sailor's vests. you speak 
of belonging to the sea: myself, Yuriy Dergunoy, a 
former captain and now deputy general director of 
“Estrybprom,” Captain-Instructor Igor Ginezdiloy, Ana 
tohiy Kanayey, head of the Novotalhinnskiy Port, and 
Navy Captain First Class Igor Baranyuk. Our faction ts 
truly militant and harmonious, OF course, this does not 
mean that we have some kind of strict discipline. On the 
contrary, we are very democratic, and there is no pres 
sure whatsoever on faction members either when dis 
cussing One issue or another or during voting. In the city 
soviet, they call our faction “Russian.” Tn principle, this 
is true. We have Ll members, and we all speak Russian 


It is too bad there are so tew of us. HE there had been 
more, many of the problems that we all have today 
would not have happened. Many decisions would have 
been made differently, and some simp!y would not have 
occurred. 


[Surov] Echoes from the boycott 


{Popov} Indeed. After all, you Know that 69 deputies are 
working in the city soviet now, instead of SO. Eleven are 
missing, the result of a boycott by Tallinn’s Russian 
speaking population of the December 1989 clections 
These 11 seats, these |] nonexistent deputies would have 
been members of our faction. There would have been 
others too. | suppose, our faction could have consisted of 
three tenths of the deputies. which is a large force 
Meanwhile, there are few of us, too few to implement our 
will on any issue 


[Surov] The resolution of 16 August. which introduced 
serious restrictions on the right to receive housing tor the 
people of Tallinn, sparked particular response At the 
time, it was the main topic of letters trom indignant 
readers, and later became the basis for many conthcts 


[Popov] Well, all juridical norms were trampled then 
Everyone knows that laws should not have retroactive 
force, but go into effect trom the moment they are 
passed. In the city soviet on August 16 a scandalous 
substitution of pyuridical concepts occurred, aggravating 
the social situation in the city. Yet any politician. a true 
politician, is most of all concerned about calm in his 
region, for only then is it possible to solve existing 
problems. Yet we were followed by an explosion of 
popular outrage, which one can understand. After all 
people who had been waiting in line for years were 
deprived of the right to receive an apartment after 
August 16. These lines had been approved by the city 
and rayon executive committees. And then I do not 
know what there was more of among the overwhelming 
number of deputies, a desire to show power, or pust lack 
of common sense 


Nobody can argue that the increase tn the city’s popula 
tion, given our underdevcloped infrastructure, must be 
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restricted, but this must be done ina civilized manner 
\nd much sull remains to be looked into, after August 
16. After all, in making such a decision one must 
remember that not only municipal housing is being built 
in the city, but that many homes are being constructed 
with the funds and torces of enterprises for their own 
collectives and at their own expense, Nobody will build 
for nothing. and as a result the city loses, since it wall be 
better for enterprises to invest these funds in something 
else, such as increased wages. The housing problem on 
the scale of the entire city is only being aggravated. 


[Suroy| As TE recall, the republic Prosecutor submitted a 
proteston the matter and the Supreme Soviet Presidium 
recommended examining the problem again. What is the 
Situation now? 


[Popov] Literally a week ago, a discussion of proposals 
dratted by a commission working specially on this 
problem should have been held in the city soviet. How- 
ever. it was not held. since two draft decisions were 
presented, one trom the commission directly, and one 
from commission member Yuriy Dergunov. The first 
reduced to not changing the previous decision signifi- 
cantly, only to changing the qualifications with regard to 
invalids and multi-child families, which should have 
been done already, tor otherwise one cannot even hint at 
any sort of humaneness. However, this approach did not 
resolve the problem ino principle. and it has to be 
resolved precisely in principle 


Yuriy Dergunoy’s proposal, reflecting the position of our 
faction. also does not completely demolish the resolu- 
tion. We are realists and understand that this 1s impos- 
sible in the given situation. Therefore, we believe that 
everyone who had a right to housing on August 15 should 
still have it now, without any qualifications. These 
qualifications should not be apphed to the housing that 
enterprises are building, regardless of their subordina- 
tion, Union or republic. [It seems illogical to me to object 
to this, according to the principles that | already out- 
lined. Yet. the reality of the fate of buildings already 
built or sull being constructed by enterprises 1s hard: two 
lists for housing—trom the enterprise and from the 
executive committee. settlement without prior arrange- 
ment. usurpation tor oneself, or setting people against 
each other 


We will return to this problem again on Il April. Event 


we win, we will not cease the struggle 


[Suroy] Let us return to our mayor. How come he has not 
resigned” In any democratic state, any self-respecting 
leader would have retired after such punctures, but this 
is not happening with our mayor. Why 1s he hanging 
onto his office? 


[Popov| Why? It as either very easy to answer this, or 


impossible. Apparently. he likes it. However, the ques- 


tion here is deeper than simply a distrust of the mayor, 
and | would not relate the problem to Kh. Aasmyae’s 
visilof the “Moskva™ store or anything similar. It 1s the 
complete disharmony of work between the soviet and his 
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executive committee that troubles our faction. This 
antagonism has already lasted a year. A normal work 
rhythm is impossible. None of the members of our 
faction has anything against the mayor personally, and 
we are far removed from the intermittent undercurrents 
representing antagonistic forces in the city soviet, which 
act together only when resolving the problem of non 
native population or when it is a question of complete 
sovereignty. They are divided on everything else. and 
this is reflected in the work. In general, the opinions ot 
the mayor are bad: Decisions are not being made or are 
put off, and typical bureaucratic tumbling has become 
the style. People are complaining about this 


In such a state of relations between legislative and 
executive power, one of the leaders ought to go. It was 
suggested that Khardo Aasmyae do this. An experienced 
and intelligent manager, busy with his work, should head 
the executive committee. Tt is paintul to watch the 
collapse of the municipal economy. to watch Tallinn 
which is becoming overgrown with unsolved problems 
like a ship's bottom with seaweed 


{Surov] But the time for repairs will come. and it will be 
cleaned up 


[Popov] This time has come. Our ship lost its normal 
course long ago. it has heeled over and. to continue the 
naval terminology. 1s in danger of capsizing. | also sense 
this after meetings with voters, whose requests | usually 
have to answer by explaining why itis impossible to help 
in a given specific situation. Yet. after all, | must help 


Fifth Session of Congress Reviewed 


YIUN20074 Tallinn RAHN A THAAL in Bstonian 
26 May 9! 


[Article by Toomas Roosileht: “A Brief Review of the 
Fifth Session of the Estonian Congress” | 


[Text] The fifth session of the Estonian Congress that 
took place yesterday was an attempt to add some color to 
the apathy marking Estonia's recent political lite 


The basic documents submitted for discussion at the 
congress were legislative drafts on: elections for the RI 
(Republic of Estonia) Restoration Council, RE citizen. 
ship, reorganization of the judicial system during the 
transition period, extending the mandate of the Estonian 
Congress ull the end of the occupation. and the eco- 
nomic situation in Estonia 


From the outset of the congress, there were complaints 
that not enough time was allotted to economic problems 
which, in the course of the conference, managed to 
Stretch out sufficienty 


First, a general presentation was made by Tunne Kelam. 
chairman of the Estonian Committee. who submitted a 
report on the political situation 


Mr. Kelam stated that the singing revolution has not had 
the desired results. that the victory “yust the same” has 
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nol been Won yet, but some progress has been made 
toward the goal When the Estonian Congress was 
elected. people hoped that they could vote themselves 
Iree Now the enemies are trying to undermine what has 
been accomplished, and depict the congress as a gath 
ering of parasitic weirdos, an obstacle to independence 
We dont have a state of pustice, not only because of 
Moscow's doing. but also because of the instinet tor 
sell-epreservation shown by our own bureaucratic and 
monopolistic command economy. The government ts 
not capable of making a transition to a system of tree 
mitiative. Tnstead. Bstonia’s integrity is threatened with 
the loss of Narva) Nothing has come out of the cooper 
ation between the representative bodies, because the 
Supreme Council refuses to cooperate, as before. (Added 
hore are some comments made at the press conference 
that followed) The Supreme Council presidium has not 
bothered to respond to most of the several written 
requests originating trom the Estonian Committee 

1 R) The reluctance of power- and government organs 
iseven More surprising considering that the Estonian 
Congress as Known abroad as the non-Soviet parhament 


fF Kelam concluded: “The Estoman Congress needs to 
prove that i can create an alternative to the current 
political and economic scenano. Our task further down 
the road is to convince the Estomian people of the 

rrectness and perspective of our enterprise. | am 
deeply convinced that. once this 1s accomplished, the 
people willjorn-us. We cannot back down on the demand 
that Bstonians remain a majority in Estoma. We cannot 
back down on the principle that the Republic of Estonia 
that was robbed by a foreign power, be given back to its 
lawtul the ciuzenry of the Republic of Estonia 
Ihe terrtors otf the Republic of Estonia represents an 
Shole that should not be divided) Negotiations with 
Moscow will have to be based on the Peace Treaty ot 
independece will materialize through inter- 
National negotiations. — 


WHATS 


Partu. Our 


\ review of Estonia’s economic situation was given by 
Jurys Adams. a member otf the Committee’s executive 
board One ot his co-presenters, here all the way trom 
Butler. director of the Adam Smith 
School of Economics 


I ngland Was | 


Mir \dams stated that there are two documents that 
have been at the center of Estonia’s economic problems 
lately. the legislative drafts for the land law and for the 
tundamentals of ownership law. These acknowledge the 
need to restore illegally seized property and land. but do 
not show the willingness to deal with it squarely and 
musty. The Congress should conclude, and pass a resolu- 
tion that the legislative drafts for the land and ownership 
| r present form, are not acceptable to the 
ing majority of the RE citizenry, because they 
don't contain enough of what we need 


In his speech. Mr. Butler also gave some advice regarding 
reign investments to be made in Estonia. He told the 
tudience not to be afraid of the influx of foreign capital 
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England's automobile industry, for example, was estab 
lished with Japanese tunds. In the case of investments 
he said. ats not the rules of the game that matter as 
much as the fact that these rules remain constant, and 
that they impart a fechng of security to the investors 


When the vote was taken on the economic bill, a section 
was omitted that required all laws for land and owner 
ship reform to be coordinated and passed jointly by the 
KE Supreme Council and the Estonian Committee 
Added to the document were sections disapproving of 
the Narva tree economic zone project. The government 
was requested to disclose its economic program, and to 
Submit it for popular discussion, The Estonian Com 
mittee. however, was charged with working out its own 
economic program by September of this year 


Passions Hared up in the auditorium when discussion 
turned to extending the mandate of the Estonian Com. 
mittee ll the end of occupation. Peeter Lorents, who 
was given the floor at 18:50. said that conceptually. the 
Estonian Congress lacks effectiveness, often there is no 
feedback trom the voters. There are many empty seats in 
the auditorium, delegates are leaving, there are no more 
television cameras or journalists to be seen and. most 
likely. there is no one lett following the course of the 
CONRTESS ONET the radio. Some speakers who tollowed 
found. however. that such a situation is the result: of 
deliberate counter-acuivity on the part of media and the 
government 


For purposes ot reorganizing the pudicial system. it was 
decided to proceed trom the 1938 constitution of the 
Republic of Estonia and other judicial acts the system 
was built on 


The preterred wording in the matter of elections for the 
Restoration Council was the “council of representa. 


Lives. 


AL 1950 a concluding praver was offered and the Con- 
gress observed a moment of silence in mourning. A 
productive and stresstul day was concluded with singing 
the RE national anthem 


Can Estonian Congress remain a representative body of 
RE citivvenrs. or will it have to retract into a pressure 
group consisting of different groupings at the periphery 
of our political landscape” This was the question that 
haunted many of us 


In conclusion. here are a few more questions and answers 
from the Estoman Committee’s executive board press 


conference 


How will the RE citizen identification papers be issued to 
Fstonians abroad? 


V. Rumessen: | ntortunately. we cannot tell exactly how 
at least not vet We don't know if Estomans abroad are 
willing to send their personal data to Estonia, so that the 








I BIS-USR-91-012 
9 July 1991 


papers could be issued. A task force will be meeting in 
Sweden to consider the matter 


Has “Vir. Hallaste, as a member of the Committee's 
executive board, and also as a member of the Supreme 
Council, turned to Mr. Nugis or to the general assembly of 
the Supreme Council for the purpose of establishing 
cooperation? 


Hallaste; The Christian Democrats group of deputies did 
propose a jomnt session, but there was no support tor it 
Both the Supreme Council and the Estonian Commiutice 
are working on the Voting Law bill, and the text is 
identical tor both 


The presentations hurled some pretty strong criticism at 
the government of the Republic of Estonia. Trivimi Vel. 
liste’s speech seemed to be an exception. Was that due to 
Nir. Velliste’s participation in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs’? Who on the Estonian Committee's executive 
board approved of his move to Toompea? 


1. Velliste: My speech was more philosophical in nature 
and as such, contained less criticism. | would like to 
emphasize that Pm not working at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, but in cooperation with it 


1. Hallaste: We discussed the matter in the Commiuttes 
but there was no voting. Every member of the Com 
mittee has a rght to choose such activities which he o1 
she deems necessary. On the whole, the move was 
supported 


Congress Outlines Points for Economic Pelicy 


YIU NOTA Tallinn RAHVA HAAL in Estonian 
lJun Yl 


[U' nattributed article: “Estonian Congress on the boo 
nomic Situation in Estomia™] 


[Text] The vitality and growth of an economy depends 
above all. on private ownership and the guarantees that 
protect the inviolability. continuity and freedom to use 
that ownership. Any delays in making the transition to a 
market economy will only prolong the instability of the 
Estonian society. The longer it takes to bring about 
radical re-arrangement of the basic elements of our 
economy, the harder it will be for us to shake the legacy 
of command economy 


THE ESTONIAN CONGRESS RECOGNIZES that 
Estonia needs as soon as possible 


—Radical retorm tor land and ownership 
—Radical retorm tor self-government 


—Incentives for private enterprise and foreign invest 
ments 


—(C onditions conducive to free development of prices 


—Lowering of taxes. largely by trimming the bureau 
CTaCcy 
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Phe Supreme Council elected in the Spring of 1990 
has not passed any laws to regulate ownership rela 
Lions and to support tree enterprise 


Phe government formed in the Spring of 1990 has not 
managed to part with command economy, Such pohes 
isin conthet with the vital interests of crizens of the 
Republic of Estonia 


(one way to get out of the economic crisis is to have a 
new. democratically elected body of representatives 
(restoration council) that functions effectively and has 


ad sense of muission 


THE ENTONTAN CONGRESS DEEMS TT PROPER 


| To declare illegal all expropriation carned out under 
Ihe OCCUPY INE powers 


* To start privatization by restoring property to its 
former owners, based on legal continuity. and without 


restricting the range of legal heirs 


> A +t } 


, Not to link the restoration of property to its present 


} Toprvatize properties that do not have legal owners 
by the Republic of Estonia's: standards. taking into 
account the buyer's length of residence in Estonia. and 
his or her work contribution to Estonia. Restrictions 
should be applied to persons who have been active in 
Organizations opposing democracy and the interests of 
the Estonian people 


S To proceed with privatization of state-owned agricul- 
tural property to cither individuals or legal entities only 
by permission of a commission tormed by the tirst level 
local administrations. until such time when a law is 
passed to regulate the calculation of shares 


6 To have application deadlines tor the return of prop- 
erty coordinated with the time the laws are passed tor 
ownership and land retorms. State administrative organs 


to compile a register of legal owners and their property 


fo continue work on the account book with entries of 
il] the damages caused to Estonia by the Soviet Union 


THE ENS TONTAN CONGRESS DEMANDS 


Phat the ownership retorm and the land law be passed 
in accordance with the positions stated above 


> That laws necessary tor entering the market economy 
be prepared and passed (anti-emonopolsy law. competi- 
tion law. bankruptes law) 


> That the government's economic program, if one 
indeed exists. be disclosed to the population 


4 That steps be taken to create a financial system tor the 
Republic of Estonia (reporting to the Bank of Estonia). 
so that our own moneys. or some other internal 
accounting medium could be adopted as soon as pos- 


sible 
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5. That laws to regulate the activity of commercial banks 
and insurance companies be prepared and passed 


6. That a law to guarantee and protect foreign invest- 
ments be passed immediately 


7, FROM THE SUPREME COU NCII 


Rejection of the government's plan tor creating a special 
economic zone at Narva 


FROM THE GOVERNMENT 


Repeal of all decrees issued in preparation of the Narva 
special economic zone. 


8. Establishing tax incentives for new enterprises 


9. Exempting from taxation all funds earmarked tor 
cultural, educational or charitable activity 


THE ESTONIAN CONGRESS CHARGES THE ESTO- 
NIAN COMMITTEE 


To work out a plan for improving Estonia’s economy by 
September of 199] 


Endorsed at the Fifth Session of the Estonian Congress 
held in Tallinn on May 25, 1991. 


Congress Member Attacks Supreme Council, 
Government 


YIUN20174 Tallinn RAHVA HAAL on Estonian 
1 Jun 91 


[Article by Laur: Vahtre: “The Estonian Congress 
Cannot Be Blamed for Everything” | 


[Text] The weightiest item on the agenda of the fifth 
session of the Estonian Congress was the present state 
and future outlook of Estonia's economy. For some 
reason, this escaped the notice of most journalists, quite 
possibly on purpose. Not as much as a word about the 
need to reorganize the judicial system! 


Indeed, assuming that the Estonian Congress 1s nothing 
but a bunch of power-hungry weirdos. 1t would not even 
be possible to review documents that should have the 
support of every person with a sense of justice. who 
would like to see Estonia free of corruption and occupa- 
tion. 


Ignoring and ridiculing things instead of analyzing the:r 


content, are methods al! too well known. The first of 


these 1s quite universal. The media. for example. never 
breathed a word when the Supreme Council refused to 
exempt from taxation incomes up to 200 rubles. but 
made itself an exception in this matter('). In any civilized 
country, this would lead to a salute of rotten eggs aimed 
at the parliament. In our case. jo, and peace prevail 
Even when government tells the traffic police not to stop 
vehicles bearing certain numeric markings. one 1s bound 
to think of princess Diana. who was fined for exceeding 
the speed limit. A casual reference slipped through the 
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media about the scandalous incident involving some 
Supreme Council and USSR people's deputies, who were 
paid handsomely tor praying in America. If something 
like this had happened to board members of the Estonian 
Committee, our people would have been fed rip-roaring 
accounts of Kelam’s or Rumessen’s adventures on 
Broadway. 


Actually, this is tar trom being funny. With every passing 
day. it becomes more and more obvious how trighttully 
corrupt our Estonian society is; how justified the ques- 
tion: “who lives well in Estonia today?” One would have 
to be very dense not to realize that—those who have it 
good have no interest in market economy, democracy, or 
a state of yustice. To the contrary! They are not likely to 
take an interest in seeing the Soviet army leave, either. 
Or what ts one to make of the fact that legal protection ts 
provided by Leo Urge. and human rights protection by 
Advig Kiris? And let's not count the millions being 
scooped up by former functionaries under the guise of 
“doing business”. where business consists of having the 
right to impose arbitrary prices. create monopolies, and 
Strangulate with taxes (and not only with taxes) entre- 
preneurs who are not among the chosen few 


All ot that. and much else, was discussed at the Estonian 
Congress. Fortunately. the people could witness all of 
those things via television and radio transmissions. How 
many actually did. 1s not known. That would be every- 
one’s own business. When, however. one tine day we 
find that Soviet garrisons have been renamed military 
bases, that Estonians have become a minority. that the 
economy is in the back pocket of a closed clique. and that 
Estonian tarms are never coming back—don't blame the 
Estonian Congress! 


Production Drop in Agriculture Examined 
YIFABOQ07A Tallinn RAHVA HAAL on Estonian, 
13 Apr Yl p? 

[Article by Ulo Kalm 
Fallow?” } 


“Are Estonia’s Fields Going 


[Text] The»: -rnment is concerned about spring planting 
and i. 3 to impose mandatory sales quotas for 
grain « vives and farmers. Does that mean going 
back to « iime before collectivization, when Stalin's 


government imposed state quotas on farmers, and those 
who could not meet them were declared saboteurs? 


Atany rate. there 1s good reason to worry about the tood 
supply of our people. Grain growing 1s falling behind. In 
1990. there were 396.000 hectares (ha) under grain. This 
year. the Ministry of Agriculture projects 382 ha. based 
on information collected through the districts. Are 
14.000 ha going fallow? Total yield has diminished as 
follows: 967,000 tons in 1989: 954.000 tons in 1990: and 
908.000 tons expected for this year 


How much grain would Estonia need so that there would 
be enough not only for people and animals. but also for 
the industry” Basing the calculations on one ton per 
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inhabitant, the total need would be roughly 1.6 milhon 
tons. Increasing the planting surface to 420,000 ha, 1.3 
million tons could be produced. To provide for both 
animal growers and our own food needs, we would still 
have to buy some 300,000 to 400,000 additional tons of 
grain. This year’s projected volume of 908,000 tons, 
however, sends us a clear message that there will be a 
Shortage ot both animal and people food. 


Should we be growing more ourselves or rely on imports? 
The situation on the Union grain market 1s unstable, we 
cannot rest our hopes on that. Our government has been 
taking care of its grain growers. The average sales price 
for grain has reached 710 rubles per ton. Based on 
current expenses, the average cost to producer for one 
ton of grain would be 268 rubles. The profit on grain 
Sales would in that case be 163 percent! Pricewise, 
growing grain would certainly pay off. 


Potato fields have also been shrinking. In 1989 potatoes 
took up 52,000 ha, in 1990 45,300 ha, and this year the 
producers are only promising 33,600 ha. Potato yield has 
been modest, last year it was only 135 centners per 
hectare. This year, for some reason, producers are pro- 
jecting a very high yield—!1!73 centners per hectare. Such 
a harvest is very rare, even 150 centners per hectare 
would be considered a good yield. The potato require- 
ment for our republic 1s 500,000 tons. Then we would 
have enough tor the table, for seed and for the processing 
industry. Calculations show that the required amount 
could indeed be obtained trom 33,600 hectares, but only 
it 173 centners per hectare are actually obtained. But 
what if the yield 1s more like last year’s, or even lower? 
Then our tables will be short on this other bread also. 


The figures coming from vegetable growers are also 
disconcerting. Collectives dealing with that are reducing 
the growing area of vegetables by 1.000 ha (from 52,000 
ha to 42.000 ha). Are the fields going fallow here, too, 
with no vegetables to be had in the stores during the 
winter months’? When it comes to potatoes and vegeta- 
bles. itis also not a case of low prices or lack of producer 
interest. Anyone who has set foot in a vegetable store 
knows that the deregulated prices do nothing but soar. 
Even at 35 kopeks a kilo, potato sales fetch a handsome 
profit. not to mention prices of 55 kopeks or a ruble. 


Why then, under such favorable market conditions, are 
collectives shying away from growing grain, potatoes and 
egetables’? It seems that it has nothing to do with 
understanding. but rather with their failing strength. 
That applies to the strength of both machines and 
humans. Naturally, the collective 1s not weakened by the 
fact that farmers are given a few hundred hectares of 
land. What hurts them. however. 1s that very often it 1s 
the best machinist they had who became the individual 
producer. These men. driving tractors for collectives, 
plowed-and-sowed hundreds of hectares. As individual 
producers, however, these men and their tractors now 
work fields of way less than a hundred hectares. Thus 
you can find villages this spring. where a few hundred 
hectares are worked between three or four farmers. while 
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department heads at collectives have no one around they 
could send out to work the communal fields that run into 
thousands of hectares. This is something that cannot be 
avoided when making a transition to individual farming, 
and no matter how big a quota you assign to the 
collective, without workers the fields will still go fallow. 


To overcome these diffuculties, some solutions are being 
offered. One possibility is that a former tractor driver 
turned-farmer will also continue on salary to work the 
fields of the collective (this is being done at many 
locations). Another possibility would be to contract a 
certain part of the collective’s land to the farmer, in 
addition to his own, and buy back the yield trom the 
farmer. Such options could be considered for growing 
both grain and potatoes. It would also help to form more 
cooperatives for growing potatoes. If collectives rent the 
land to the cooperative, sell it manure, and offer the use 
of its machines, even city or township residents can 
participate. So that production would not pose a 
problem, contracts could be entered with supply or 
commercial organizations. Who would be the initiators 
of cooperatives for growing potatoes or vegetables? 
Obviously, local authorities in the district and village 
councils. Collectives near the cities, and even those 
further away, have extensive experience with contract 
growing of beets for fodder. Why couldn't this be 
expanded to include cabbage. carrots, rutabaga or beets? 
The agrofirm of Saue. along with some other gardening 
collectives, already have experience in this field. Rumor 
has it that this year’s contractors are scared off by a 
sizeable tax bite (a quarter of their hard-earned income). 
If the government wants to avoid hunger. it may want to 
consider exempting this kind of work from taxation. 
Because of the scarcity of labor. collectives don't dare to 
increase the planting area for potatoes. There 1s no more 
hope for getting any of the potato harvesting combines 
from Germany, so the spuds will have to be picked up by 
hand, after they have been unearthed by the rotary 
machine. Students and city people would have to help 
Out, as was the custom at one time. But the farmers need 
to know for sure that help is on its way. Let's not forget 
that one farmer still has to feed some ten people in the 
cities. Now, when rural residents are making a transition 
to individual production and struggle with the hardships 
this entails, it 1s important for them to have the support 
of former country folk now living in the cities and their 
offspring. All we will need 1s a concrete plan for helping 
Out, so that the tasks would be clear even now, at the start 
of the spring preparations. This will create a feeling of 
security for both city and rural dwellers 


Much depends also on the initiative of these men and 
women leading the work crews at the collectives and 
cooperatives. If, they too. turn their backs to the fields, 
all the nationwide efforts will also come to naught 


First Quarter Figures for Agriculture Reported 


YQIUN200854 Tallinn PAEVALEHT in Estonian 
30 Apr Yl 


[Article by Lerdur Rannamets: “Estonian Agriculture in 
Terms of First Quarter Figures for 1991" ] 
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Hlow Did the biest Quarter of 1991 bad for the 
boonomy of the Republic of bstonia’ Ata time when 
bstonia is taken up by distribution mania, it should aot 
be superfluous to state that only work can create wealth 
This truth has made jtvelf felt with an ever-increasing 
intensity, The language of store counters speaks clearly 
to all of us 


What then is 
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* The sourceslevel sales of breeding animals totaled 


1.027 tons of 62 percent of last year’s level There is 
ho pomntin delving into these figures any further 


The causes for the crisis are not hard to pinpoint 
Everybody knows that the republic was sold 498.900 
tons of animal feed this year Gin 1989 the amount was 
| 404.000 tons), because we had decided to sell. as part 
of our Union quota, 30,000 tons of meat (compared to 
54.600 1 L989), and 450,000 tons of milk (compared to 
142.400 tons in 1989) Under the slogans ot 
not the pork factory of Russia” and “We are over our 
heads in manure” we started to close up the old well thal 
had been a lite saver for years. Now, many of the larg 
farming collectives are half empty, with people expen 
enced in animal husbandry facing unemployment Thy 
golden rulelive and let live—has been forgotten ina 
daze of cuphoria, and is now taking its revenge on us 


bstonia is 


ltis no secret that, only a year ago, we could buy pork in 
a store for two rubles a kilogram, now the asking price ts 
‘O rubles and rising. The government set the limits. asa 
favor to the people, but these are notin force. nor will 
they ever be. As long as we are living ina state having the 
same financial system and the same money. no economa 
borders can protect us. Penalties are equally powerless | 
liked the parallel Ivar Himma drew with alcohol sales t 
binland in the days of our independent republic, Becaus 
the profit was so high. the dealers would heed neither th 
police nor the border patrol The next thing we know 
there will be meat boats on Lake Pempus. if pricing 
poles dont change 


The only thing that can save us from starvation is a 
detailed and well thought-out agricultural policy that 
would impart a teeling of confidence so vital to the rural 
community Right now. agricultural production is ina 
moral slump. with a certain degree of aimlessness noted 
among both the “red baron” leadership) of tarming 
collectives as well as the newly settled farmers 


What kind of statistics do we have about tarms’ 


Based on the material at our disposal, recerved trom the 
land Bureau.” said department head Ivar Himma. “as 
of January |. there were 3.673 farms registered in 
I ston. taking up a total of 96.081 hectares: Now thy 
number over 4.040. We have no idea how much the 
produced of sold of what. No data has been compiled 


Before coming to the house of statistics. TE had been 
listening to a radio program called “A Thousand Farms 
that mentioned the 1.150 farms in the Vorumaa district 
It seems we're lumping all of them together those that 
have been formulated officially. and those still in th 
application stages. Or are we having a contest for tarn 


Slarts’ 
\nother surprising tact 


As ot March 25. early vegctable sales to the state totaled 
65 tons (against 351 tons last vear), including |. 


cucumber. The average price paid tor the vegetables was 


tons of 


+540 rubles a ton) This vears early vegetable crop 
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constituted only TY percent of list years supply The 
Harjudiistiictonly delivered TS tons (on 8 percent) out ot 


ast Vout ‘)V tons 


(Onion preens. that have always been available, have 
do bettice Gat lO rubles a kilogram) os hardly 
receh Radishes. too. area rare sight Everything that 
DOT TLCS Tisuaprpn urs because the produc ereoedn 
with less effort A classical example 
canned item “Talhnan Anchovies” When. in 
production of this item was up to 10 
nilhon cans ayvear then last yearonly 200,000 cans were 
produced Thais not that the anchovies disappeared. the 
raw Material was not used) hence the potential was not 
used. and neither was the labor But why over-exert, as 
lonp as There are casier Ways oF making money 


TiSepypyeal 


Hise) TARE HOES 
He ; this 


Wile Lites 


Vid this us how we contribute to lubricating the already 
Shipp surface of Our COONOMIK slide 


birst Quarter Figures for Industry Reported 


NOT Lallinn PUBL AEM in bstonian 
Vi 


Vit by Todur Rannamets “Pstonian Industry As 
lor the Parst Quarter of 199] 


Poy (ver the last few decades. we have taken enor 
nour odustey, Now at turns out that our 
iHedoindustry cannot (with a few possible excep 
produce ansthing that could make a go on the 
Ketoor boing in hard currency Furthermor 


af ! those goods most in demand has been 


| ndustoial production for the first quarter 
S94 S rubles at comparable wholesak 


units to Yo S$ percent of last vear’s 


pul declined ino 146 enterprises. Phes 
ntrolled enterprises. 22 enterprises 
the Ministers of Agriculture. Tl concern 
I 1 association Festi Toostus [Estonian 
rpris nine association Asto enterprises 


Hectives for gram products 


fdropoun the production volume was noted tor 
! Stry (18 percent), for the butter, cheese 
lu | percent) for the meat industry 


md tor the building materials industry 


supply quotas were not met by | 
[ ' S percent of them total Unmet quota 

ry nted to dio omaillon rubles. Shortfalls on the 
juotas ranat |i S million rubles tor the Estonian 

bist nilustry.§ ¢ million for the Volta tactors | 
lamsalu Grain collective. and 2.6 million 


noe and production collective Fest: Tsement 
| | { BAL 1] 
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Phe number of sndusthal personnel compared to the 
sume period last year was down by 8. Od persons or 5 | 
percent a LU non-controilied enterprises by SO pet 
sons or 4 J percent and in ecaterprises reporting to the 
republi SVT persons of 5 6 percent 
Production per worker was 16.999 rubles of 19 percent 


less than that achieved for the same pernod last year 


The reader is interested: above all ia the production of 
consume! porns 


When the overall production of consumer goods for the 
first quarter of this year went down by 4.5 percent (or 
82 2 millon rubles) as compared to last years, the drop 
Y Vpercent (or Onmillon rubles) in 
\lcoholie beverages were an 


was most drasty 
the area of food items 
exception here. Showing an ierease of is pers ent with 
sales running §) 9 million rubles ahead of last years 


1 he output of industrial goods went down only OOS 
percent (or to the tune of 8 2 million rubles) while the 
light industry actually increased ats production by O04 
percent. (Since calculations are based not only on stat 
retail prices. but also on negotiated prices. iis easy to 
surmise the helt industry s osecret of success |) 

Sitor the most important 


Production drop | j) rytay 


commodities 





Ruy ‘Lil 





Menlaine Kala. departme: id at the Bureau of Sta 


tistics. pointed out that VE tou lwindling supplies of 
raw materials. d it rh discipline and increasing 


loss of working contributing 


la) this dowt \ 
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Lust year, there were 6.441 workers across the republic 
who missed work for health reasons, and 614 workers 
who missed work for other reasons (loating, authorized 
absence ete.) Bor 1985, these figures were 6,652 and 475 
The biggest loss of working time occurred 
in construction. in Union: and state-run industry, in the 
hood industry's association Asto. in the concern Bests 
Metsatoostus [Estonian Forest Industry] and others 


respectively 


The hour of truth should be here, but our enterprises are 
sul sticking to the old ways—there is a desire to look 
better than one really isin both the reports and in the 
mirror of statistics. This is why. for example. itis not 
possible to get any factual information about goldbrick 
ing. smoke breaks or drinking on the job. There is a 
lemptation, in these days of superinflation, to show the 
condition of the enterprise not in terms of the actual 
volume of its output. but rather in “money terms” 
lt nder conditions of the Soviet work ethic, we have 
learned not only to tool others, but also ourselves. And 
now, when this is no longer necessary. itis difficult for us 
lo break the habit 


observers note an interesting situation: in big factories 
working habits are very poor, while in the smaller ones 
like Cooperatives, corporations and rented or private 
enterprises there are persons who do the work of several 
people This is a good sign, giving us hope that we don't 
necessarily have to undergo the shock of hunger betore 
coming to the realization that work should be done with 
cagerness. much more so than was the case under com 
mand economy 
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Sillamae Syndrome FE vplained 


VIE NQ0I81 Jallinn RAVE A AAL on btonian 
li} ipr vipd 


(Summary) Tallinn RAHVA HAAL in bstoman on 1) 
\pol 199) cares on page 4 an} l00-word article by 
Kaya Kure headlined “In the Wake of the Sillamae 
Incident” that examines the causes of hair loss among 
children discovered in the Sillamae area two years apo 
These are summed up by physician Rarot Silla as follows 


“We cannot say anything with absolute certainty yet 
The chemical studies have not been adequate. Person 
ally, however, | think that the epidemic was caused by 
the fire at the Estonia mine. The harmtul substances 
traveled to Sillamae along with the water spreading 
through a tectonic crack) Increased radiation was this 
lime apparently not the reason tor the hair to tall out. 


Reviewing the data obtained trom both Estonian and 
Soviet researchers, Silla adds 


‘The most harmful of environmental factors affecting 
the health of residents in the area is the Chemical energy 
industry based on oil shale We have known tor some 
lume that sediments of oil shale ashes and gases contain 
lead and cadmium. Now we have also found antimony 
selenium. boron, barium and bismuth 


References were also made to radium and thorium as 
byproducts of the manufacturing process, even though 
local radiation was dismissed as a major cause for har 
loss. The winds trom Chernobyl, however. were men 
tioned as a contributing factor to the epidemi 


Studies also showed lower health and nutritional levels 
in residents of the Sillamae area. as compared to control 
groups from other parts of the country. Remedial mea 
sures Suggested include curbing environmental pollution 
and providing purification tor the water supply An 
international conterence on Sillamae ts slated to be held 
in Tallinn and in Leningrad. some time in May 
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Supreme Council on Procedure, Legislation 


VIE SOOOS ET Thilist SEOBODN AWD TORE ZI) 1 
IN Russian IS Jun vl po 


ISARKRINFORM. report) “Session of the Republic of 
Georgia Supreme Counce: | 


[Text] Representatives of the “Democratic Center” pat 
hamentary faction introduced an element of drama 
before the beginning of the regular meeting of the first 
session of the Republic of Georgia Supreme Council on 
I4 June) They expressed their disagreement with the 
established practice in parliament of approving laws and 
other principal decisions without preliminary study by 
the deputies. and they expressed a desire to publish 
verbatim: accounts of the meetings in the republic press 
\fter an exchange of opinions with) Akakiy Asatians 
chairman of the Georgian Supreme Council who was 
chairing the session, the legislators came to an agreement 
that henceforth betore cach regular meeting the deputies 
would be tamiliarized with the dratt laws being consid 
ered and that the problems being discussed would be 
reported tully in the mass media 


\iterward Malkhaz Keanchilashyili. chairman of the 
deputy group of the “Roundtable-Free Georgia’ blow 
spoke) He read out a statement sharply criticizing the 
financial policy being conducted ino the republic and 
pointing out the increasing influence of shadow economy 
operators. In this group's opinion the mata recenths 
inttateG extensive activity ine “laundering” atlegalls 


ACQUITE df MOS 


In response Guram Absandze. minister of tinance ot 
CGreorgia. tried to retute the account in the statement and 
supported the proposals of deputies on the creation of a 
special parhhamentary Commission to study the situation 
that has developed) The legislators agreed with this 


Phe most important question among others discussed 
later that day was the unanimously approved law on the 
fundamentals of the economic system of the Republic of 
Georgia. [tis based on the principles of the sovereignts 
of the republic. the development of various torms ot 
property. including private property. and unity of the 
entire economic comple of Georgia, The law states that 
all enterprises and organizations that are situated on the 
terntory of Georgia are subordinate to the constitution 
of the republic. and that the future economic system here 
allows both tree enterprise and a regulated state 
According to the adopted law. Georgia ts 
establishing its own economic borders and its own cus- 


COONOMYS 


TOMS SeTVice 


\t the suggestion of Konstantin Pirtskhalay. a member 
of the republic Supreme Council. a dratt law was 
reviewed on the introduction of changes and additions to 
certain legislative acts associated with increasing respon 
sibility tor the violation of trade regulations. It prompted 
heated debates. inasmuch as some of the deputies saw an 
antimarket tendency inoit The fate of the law was 
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decided by arguments presented by Zviad Gamsakhus 
dia. president of the Republic of Georgia. who was 
present at the session. Te was adopted by an absolute 
Majors Of Votes 


Decrees were also adopted at the meeting about the 
establishment and discharge of judges and jurors of the 
courts of the Republic of Georgia and about extending 
the period of powers of some of them 


Ihe deputies adopted a law of the Republic of CGreorgia 
on nonmilitary. allernative work service and also a 
lemporary provision on performing this service 


By a decision of the Supreme Council, starting with the 
current year the organization of paid educational inst 
tutions at all levels and the introduction of a paid system 
of education are permitted 


According to a submission of Tengiz Sigua. chairman ot 
the government of the Republic of Georgia, decisions 
were adopted on the unification of certain ministries and 
departments, and their directors were designated 


Other pressing questions were also examined at the 
SESSION 


Gamsakhurdia on Criticism, Independence 


YIL SOOUSB Moscow ARGUMENTY TE AAT) 
In Russian No OS. Jun Yl [ i 


[Interview with Zviad Gamsakhurdia, president of the 
Republic of Georgia, by ARGU MENTY PERAK EY cor 
respondent Vo Savicheys) “Zsiad Gamsakhurdia’ “My 
Ideal Is General de Gaulle” | 


[Text] A piercing glance, firmly compressed lips, and a 
raised fist: Zviad Gamsakhurdia is a living symbol of 
today's Georgia. In the past he was a dissident and a 
defender of legal rights who went through political impris- 
onment and evile, now he is a scholar, a publicist, and the 
first president of the republic. His numerous portraits 
hang in store windows and in cafes and dining halls, the 
people sincerely love him, and any criticism directed at 
him is interpreted as an insult to feelings of national 
dignity. Nevertheless, there are many who criticize the 
first president of an independent Georgia, but mainly 
outside the borders of the republic. 


[Savichey] Mr. President. as the yournalists put it. you 
have received “poor press” outside Georgia. Why is it 
that the mass media of the West and the independent 
democratic press here in our country support the aspira- 
tions of the Baltic republics for independence ina 
trendly way. but are not so inclined with respect to an 
independent Georgia and you personally” 


[(Csamsakhurdia] The main reason ts that this democratic 
press is disposed to chausinism with respect to Greeorgia 
as are. incidentally. many Russian democrats. untortu 
nately. The center is conducting a real information wat 
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against Georgia, skillfully distorting the tacts. and they 
are misinforming the whole world) Many tall under its 
influence 


[Saviches] | would also Like to think that some journal 
ists can be deluded) Very likely the Baltics and the 
Caucasus should not be measured with the same vard 
Stick—there are specific features everywhere 


[(Gamsakhurdial | will cite a specitic example Journalist 
Tolnikoy wrote a very objective article about a so-called 
independent South Ossetia. however. a very indepen 
dent democratic newspaper—NEZANISIMIEY A 
GAZETA—did not print the article Something is 
hidden here. as Hamlet said: “There is something rotten 
in Denmark.” Apparently, something ts going on inside 
the democratic Movement that we are not aware of Why 
IS Objective information not printed. especially since ut 
was not written by a Georgian or a Caucasian’ This 
means that there is some kind of bias! But the specitic 
features about which vou speak consist of the fact that 
ethnic conflicts that are later used to pressure us are vers 
skillfully created here. The center is forming the opinion 
that those forces are to blame in these conthicts that are 
fighting for independence. and itis very difficult to get to 
the bottom of this artifice 


[Savichey] In your public speeches one trequently hears 
such words as “traitor.” “enemies of the peoph pro 
vocateurs.” etc. What ois this—traditional Caucasiar 
emotionalism or a real position with respect t 
opponents’ 


VOUT 


[(Gamsakhurdia] | like to call things by their names. and 
this gets people's attention. Well. tell me 
call it when Georgian correspondents write in the news 
paper MEGAPOLIS EXPRESS that allegedly the Geos 
gian Helsinki Union is being expelled trom the Interna 
tional Helsinki Union’ And this is at a time wher 
Georgia 18 under the threat of intervention and needs 
international support’ Is this not betrayal’ It vou know 
some other kind of word. will use at gladly. Byers natior 
has had and will have traitors. and they have to be called 
by their real names. But | never do this inappropriat 
and I never exaggerate 


what do vou 


[Savichey] You are a representative of a well-kKnows 
family of intellectuals. but y 
all among intellectuals. What. in your opinion. is the root 
of these contradictions’ 


uu have opponents most ot 


(Gaamsakhurdia] Once again. here is disintormation that 
IS disseminated by the center with the help of our loca 
traitors’ No kind of intelligentsia is fighting with on 

There are individual intellectuals wh 
ures. They wanted to get into the government at 
parliament. but the people did not clect them. Butis this 
my fault”? They are now resentful. and day and night the 

Slander our country and our authority eCAplomting Various 
“voices.” Here are some of the intellectuals that can by 
named: Nikolay Chavchavadze. Chabua Amiredzhib 

etc. The people do not trust them. they were in the 
communist regime. thes had privileges. and it is wel 
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Known why. Therefore. the people do not like them) Now 
they have leveled allot ther spite against me. as it Twas 
responsible for ther failures 


[Saviches] Tn one recent interview vou said that you 
cannot tally trust the Russian parhament, inasmuch as it 
has many partocrats and AGB workers AL the same 
lime, we have very warm relations with the parliament ot 
\Vverbanan although there are such deputies there. at 


least no less 


| ¢ mamsakhurdial It is no secret to anvone that the Rus 
sian parliament has people trom the KGB There ts 
Bobhov. Aryvuchkoy’s deputy. who to this day writes in 
PRAVDA that Gamsakhurdia should have been 
arrested, ete To this day he ts continuing the line taken 
by the KOB and the CPSU But. despite this. we coop 
erate with the Russian and Azerbayani parliaments And 
we Will Cooperate in the tuture 


[Saviches] Georgia has been declared an independent 
state Is the republic ready to make payments along wit 
the rest of the republics ina freely convertible currencs 
and at world market prices. as was announced by 1! 

Russian Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations 


(Gaamsakhurdia] But is the tmion ready for this. of 
Russia. which exploited our health resorts. our minerals 
and all the rest without payment 
this’ Isat ready to pay the debt tor the manganese. “ 


iSit ready to pay tor 


amounts to hundreds of millions of dollars’ Doo you 
know about this or not? Georgia is the transit road 
burope to Asia. and all roads are tree Are vou ready 
pay for all of this ino international prices 


Question has to bye posed at the very bye Linnie 


(Saviches |] You spent vour entire conscious lite tighting 
Poday. as the Pres dent. does the PSV6 hology Ol a figl 
that vou acquired in those vears help or hindes 
(samsakhurdial Of course at helps 
[Saviches} Wh. Kou Is the role ot a pers 
history’ Even the people who are most deserving 
ind loved by the people are not eternal At 1 dons 
anvthing tor the establishment of legal den 
lutions of government 

CGsamsakhurdial Of course’ All the activity of 

ament os directed at making the process irreversit 
ind so that never again will the comn 
lotaiitanian syvsten ign hes 

Saviches | In meeting with people. Pasked for an cap 
nation of the reasons tor vour Colossal popularity. M 
nina hat n addition t the fact that vou at i! 
absolutely honest person who inspires trust, \ou a 
well-to-do person, having in mind the inherita 

ft vou by vour famous writer-father, In voting tor 
tt . belleved that ul will not work for vourselt 
former leaders did. but that vou will be concerned ab 
the well-being of sour people and vour counts \! 


really that wealthy 
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[Gaamsakhurdial My literary activity enables me to be 
rather welleott Butas for the millions ina Swiss bank 
these FumOrs. as The saying goes. are extremely cxagget 
ated 


[Sayiches | T have met with representatives of business 
They are now very active. and they 
expecta lot trom the changes that are happening in the 
republic But at the same time they fear the closing of 
Georgia s borders which. in ther opinion, could nega 
ively impact on ecconomie relations with the Union 
republics 


CIE les | Crcorpela 


lCramsakhurdial An independent state cannot exist 


without borders. customs. ete Albot this. naturally. wall 


be formulated. andin the very near tuture 
[Sayiches | How does this affect relations with the other 
republics 


(aaumsakhurdial In my opinion. tor their part thes wall 


do th ty) 


[Saviche I) that case what will happen to the summer 
home ot the | SSR president in the small town of Muser 
Crucdautsk Ry on 

Moamsakhurdial Nery likely. thas question will be 
decided during planned personal meeting 

[Savict What can you say about the South Ossetia 
leader Kulumbego, who was arrested several months 
dk 


rdia}] The tate of Tores Kulumbegos depends 
and the court of the Republi 
ase is currently being reviewed 


eCntireiy on the procuracy 


of Gseorgia where his 


[Saviches | Tas said that you are a profoundly religious 
person What do vou ask of God in vour prayers’ 


lCramsakhurdia} Recenth. one Western newspaper cat 
ried a picture and a caption under it. which said that | 


Was praying | victory in the elections. [never pray tor 


personal coesses. To pray for humanity. and tor my 
peop 
[Savict Pell me. whats vour poetry about 


lramsakhurdial Breth. its about God. mankind. and 


[Saviches | You have three children) How do you see 
| 

lGsan sak Durdia Iwo small sons who are schoolboys 
The, have humanitarian inclinations” They like litera 


ture and languages. and thes engage in sports The oldest 
ntalist specializing in Tranian studies 


sons oanoort 


Do vou have an ideal of a political figure’ 


(CGaamsakhurdial Yes. tas General Charles de Gaulle 
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Gamsakhurdia on Current Situation 
YIU SOO04T Moscow FRED in Russian 2° Jun Vl po 


[Interview with 7 Gamsakhburdias president of the 
Republic of Georgia, by G Karapetyan and ©) Chikh 
ladze in Thiliss “Unembellished Self-Portrait] 


| Text] Many publications TRE Dincluded. ar regularly 
carrying reports on the present comples situation in 
Georgia Maternal differing in tone. including that which 
is acutely critical of the leader of this republic and 
various aspects of the domestic and foreign policy cur 
rently being pursued under his leadership. is appearing 
in the mass media 


But how does Zviad Gamsakhurdia himself explain his 
position and the logic of his actions’ We offer TRED 
readers an interview which he gave our newspaper 
specially, The conversation is published without any cuts 
or corrections. Read. evaluate and draw your own con 
clusions 


Calling card: Z Gamsakhurdia was born in 1939) He 
graduated from Tbilisi University s West European Lan- 
guage and Literature Faculty. He worked in the Sh 
Rustavell Georgian Literature Institute as senior scren- 
tific associate) His sphere of interests is as follows 
problems of Georgian culture. Rustavel studies. the- 
ology. anthropology. foreign literature. and mythology 
The author of a number of monographs and scholarly 
works. He has had collections of verse. essays. fables. and 
Studies in literary criticism and translations of works of 
American. British. and French authors published 


He began his social and political activity in the 1950's 
and was arrested as a 17-year-old youth) Despite this, he 
continued his intensive political activity. 7 Gamsa 
khurdia is the tounder and permanent chairman of 
Georgia's Helsinki Umon In 1989 he was clected 
chairman of the St: Ilva the Righteous Society and was 
speaker of the “Round Table-Free Georgia” political 
bloc. He suffered punitive measures in 1956-1987 and 
1977-1979) He served his sentence in Moscow and 
Tbilisi prisons, and his exile. in the Caspian region 


Last November he was elected chairman of the Republic 
of Georgia Supreme Council and at the Supreme Council 
session this April was elected president of the republic 
He was victorious at the general election this May and 
became the first president in Georgia’s history clected by 
ballot 


He ws marred with three children 


[TRU D) Zviad Konstantinovich, how do you evaluate 
the present social and political situation in Georgia’ 


(CGaamsakhurdia] You see. there are difficulties of both an 
internal and external nature, but all this is the legacy of 
the rotten communist regime. which in recent vears 
corrupted society and brought both the economy and 
social life in the republic to the point of collapse. Crime 
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Which this regime in Georgia. sensing ats end. deliber 
ately. PT believe encouraged and lepalived even Nas 
developed particularly The situation with us is currentl 
This is now a social 


disaster growing into a political danger also This as the 


Calastrophic from this siewpoint 
Ma Worry 


Meanwhile the Russian democrats are once again 
US Maintaining that we are arresting mem 
bersot the politicabopposition. whereas we are detaining 
criminals Wehaseonly to render harmless some gang ot 
other, and there immediately emanates trom Tbilisi to 


CNPOSsTAD 


Various publications false information to the effect that 
The criminal 
in taking 


some political organization has sutfered 


world has become proficient. incidentally 
cover behind Various political groupings. and its there 
lore hard to combatit) Thisas whats complicating our 


internal political situation 


In addition. contrived conflicts are being organized in 
the former South Ossetia The refugee problem is acute 
alsvo—there are already LOLOO0O of them. and we do not 
know whatto do with them. thes also are unmanageable 
AL opt and excited. they have lost eve rvthing And this is 
emanating once again trom the poles of the center 
which wishes to destabilize the situation here and loosen 
our position Added to this is direct. open blockade The 
(SSR MND) [Ministery of Internal Affairs} has given 
instructions for the foiling of barter deals even we 
dispatch our goods hut the | SSR MVD) is holding up 
goods being sent to usin exchange In other words. the 
desire is to strangle Georgia both politically and econom 
mally So the sttuation as ditticult 

[TRUE DD} Some of sour opponents, the local social dem 
omplaining to vou that radical 
An opinion 
urrenthy in Creorgia that this us 


ocrals. for cvample. ar 


reforms ins thy Conon are being delaved 


making try | munds 


neosocialismM was heard in the course of the clechion 


Slrugel AS far as management of the economy iw con 
i 


cerned it remains. sour opponents believe. centralized 


What reforms and bills are being prepared in this sphere’ 


Moamsakhurdial Primarily a law on privatization Wy 
will vers shorth. PE hope. enact a law on land. and its 
privatization will be legalized) and then our opponents 
trump ards also willhave disappeared But generally 


they are not opponents but provocateurs The AGB 
formerly created with us a pseudoparty of social demo 
rats. and we are well acquainted with them all So 
there Ss no pont quoting their thoughts here Do vou 
know what thes are using’ Tis impossible in sin months 
» Change a system that has been in existence 
for more than 7O vears From which it can be seen that 
thes are mahoioushy talsitving the facts Ts this the way” 
They are in fact agents of the C PSI 


going by another name 


that same Commu 


[TRE D) When. last November. the bloc of political 


for S that id ame to powes ou announced a 


transitional period en route to Georgia s sovereignty Of 


n such an unstable and unpredictable situation 


COUTTS 
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us has taken shape in the Soviet Union ais ditheult 
forecasting anything. but) nonetheless When in your 
view, Will a basis for Greeorgia’s full political and eco 
nome mdependence have been created’ 


Gaamsakhurdia] Only when Creorgia has lett the USSR 
having become a subject of roternational law Prior to 
this even tull-blown economic reform ois practically 
impossible because the socialist system as holding us 
back forcibly and economically ina word. in every 
possible way 


[TRUD) Permit-us to ask a proprietary” question 
Theres the opinion that the Georgian Contederation ot 
Independent Unions. formed a year apo has trom the 
very outset distanced itself from exercise of the principal 
function of trade unions—detense of the working: peo 
ples interests’ What. in vour view as the role of the 


unions today’ 


|< mamsakhurdial We have not vet gotten work organized 
here, unfortunately A very strong internal struggle ts 
under way in the confederation. and things are not as 
good vet as we would like them to be We would like to 
see entirely free trade unions which would defend the 
interests of the working people There are in the conted 
eration personal ambitions. and personal interests are in 
contention. PE cannot vet 
praise about our umions But Pereatly aspire to us having 
such unions as the ABRL-CIO | Amerncan bederation of 
Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations] (United 
States) or the Polish Solidarits 


therefor SGN Gan words of 


[TRUD) You have trom your vouth been known as a 
detender of civil rights bul now. at seems. vou hava 
acquired a new—peace-making—tield of employment 
Knowing that Armenia and Averbanan are even betore 
the start of peacc another 


counter-conditions., vou are nonetheless offering 


NeBOLMATIONS selling One 
voursell 
asa mediator On whatis vour path to a settloment of the 
long-standing conflict between neighbors based 


(oamsakhurdial Georgia has always traditionally acted 
the part of peace-maker between Azerbananis and Arm 
mans You are undoubtedly aware of the proven method 
of the domination of tsarist Russia in the © aucasus—the 
constant incitement of enmity between neighboring peo 
ples [wish to instilin Levon TPer-Petrosvan and \yvaz 
Mutalibo., that the conthet has been imposed on them 
from outside and that itemanates not from “nature and 
iSby no means a Caucasian phenomenon The tratricidal 
Strife was imposed by the empire bor example in 190s 
there was appalling Armenian-Azerbayant carnage in 
Tbilisi, which was halted by Georgians who reconciled 
the eternal newhbors. So will TE also endeavor to revive 
our traditional role Edo not wish nor can PT today say 
evervthing. but the Kremlin has implemented such efter 
tive measures to thwart the proposed meeting of the 
leaders of the Transcaucasian republics that its already 


virtually impossible to accomplish my intention 


[TRUD] Nonetheless. while supporting your initiative 
we would recall that the first Union Treaty of 1922 was 
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signed by the participants in the Transcaucasus Pedera 
Hon, How realistic in the immediate future is the forma 
lion of a “common Caucasian home if currently all 
three republics aspire to an independence in ther own 
understanding” 


[Gamsakhurdia] Realizing this sound idea is impossible 
While we are part of the empire. Unless the Caucasus 
detaches itself trom the empire completely, no positive 
processes between the neighboring republics will com 
mence For this reason we would all here constantly be 
threatened by the “Lebanonization” of events. A very 
strong empire would have its own principal aims in the 
region, and its methods would be so retined that it would 
encourage the Lebanonization of the Transcaucasus and 
ultimately achieve tts own ends 


[TRU D] One of us. who has lived halt his lite in Pbaliss 
simply cannot understand this paradoxical situation 
How did it happen that last spring a resolution was 
adopted at the World Dissidents Forum in Prague con- 
cerning the fact that the new authorities in Georgia were 
the enemies of all national minorities and were intending 
to deport them from the republic. while shortly after a 
majority of the non-CGeorgian population supported you 
at the presidential clection” 


[(Gamsakhurdia] Once again the all-powertul hand of the 
center and the traitors who have been suborned by the 
Kremlin here: They showed up in Prague as dissidents 
And there are also those who tooled the real dissidents 
and emigres from the USSR. [tas for this reason that | 
say that there are among the Russian democrats very 
many with a chausinist attitude toward Georgia, Czech 
oslovak President Havel did not sign the resolution 
incidentally, Knowing this Kremlin “canard” full well 


[TRU D) The nationality policy vou are pursuing ts being 
subjected to the most acute criticism, perhaps. in the 
central press. How do you explain this? 


[(Gamsakhurdia] That same Kremlin policy toward us 
Disintormation, slander. and communist les are still 
all-powertul, untortunately. And all this subsequently 
spreads to the West. There is no mention anywhere 
incidentally, of the results of the referendum even. but 
YS percent of the population, among whom a majority ot 
non-Georgians, 1s for independence. They also voted tor 
me at the presidential election. All this is being con- 
cealed. and. simultaneously. lies are being spread to the 
effect that | am deporting all foreigners trom Georgia 
and am _ perpetrating genocide virtually against all 
nationalities living here. But where are the facts’? There 
simply are none. There is the yoke about Napoleon, who. 
having come back to lite and having read the newspaper 
PRAVDA, said: “It | had had such a paper. the world 
would not have learned about my defeat at Waterloo.” 


[TRU D] You won a convincing victory at the Georgian 
presidential election: Of the 3.6 million electorate. more 
than 2.5 milhon voted for you. Such results are rare even 
in countries with extensive democratic traditions. At the 
same time itis logical to assume that some of those who 
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did not take part in the elections are indifferent. to 
politics, While others rank as dissidents. So was there not 
simply fear also here’ You yoursell have since your 
youth thought differently and you know that the author: 
ities have always persecuted such people. Many people 
are now asking: Wall the new president not continue this 
“tradition” and persecute the new dissidents” 


And the following question) How do you view the paths 
of the further consolidation of society in Georgia” 


Gamsakhurdia] Generally speaking, the election results 
show how strongly society is consolidated. After all, ons 
10 percent are indifferent or are of a different persua- 
sion, While 90 percent of the population, not only Geor- 
gins, are united by a common idea Far more! The 
Struggle should be to preserve the consolidation, and it 
will be. As far as persecutions are concerned—whom 
Should we be persecuting’ The opposition represents no 
political force. [ehas zero support among the people. Our 
so-called opposition is a political corpse which repre- 
sents no danger to anyone Why must I fight it? On the 
contrary, TE wish to preserve itlest it subsequently be said 
that he wiped out the opposition. [tis better for me if at 
CASES 


[TRUD] An opposition could. surely, contribute to the 
prevention of mistakes” 


(Gamsakhurdia] Yes. of course. Their abuse and nega- 
tive statements help even, are sobering. and attord some 
incentives. So we are not afraid of anvone absolutely 


(TRU D] A question to you as a person who was only 
recently the editor-publisher of the first samizdat news- 
papers and journals in Georgia You are continually 
attacking the press. insistently calling our colleagues 
“Kremlin agents” or stooges of the KGB. the CTA 
even... Do you have a file on all yournalists? 


[Gamsakhurdia] It depends whom you have in mind 
Are those who are deliberately spreading les about 
Georgia not Kremlin agents? 


[TRU D) And how do vou distinguish between a“ Krem- 
lin agent” and an agent of the KGB or the CTA? 


{(Gamsakhurdia] | have not mentioned the CLA. We have 
agents of the Kremlin here) The Kremlin ois a very 
powertul organization and it has its agents, and this 1s no 
surprise. Those who are pursuing Kremlin policy by 
shameless lies and falsification | call Kremlin agents 


[TRUD] Have vou had associates of sours leave you” 


[(Gamsakhurdia] There have been such, unfortunately 
Traitors also. Why hide it. Those mixed up in corruption 
and who have betrayed our movement. Every movement 
has traitors, and there 1s nothing sensational here either. 


[TRUD] On what principle do you invite people to 
become a part of your “team” and appoint to office or 
send into retirement? 
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[Gamsakhurdia] Primarily in accordance with the prin 
ciple of fidelity to the national cause. What is most 
important also is honesty and a spotless past and present 


[TRUD] Few people know, particularly outside of 
Georgia, that Madame Manana is not only your wite but 
also your long-time associate and activist of the national 
movement in Georgia Does she. in your view, today 
regret that she is the wite of the president of the republic 

although the role of first lady of Georgia would surely be 
pleasing to every woman” 


{Gamsakhurdia} Yes, of course. There is no point hiding 
the fact that itis very difficult for her. Fighting is not 
womens work. Untortunately, Georgia has historically 
always been a position where the women have fought 
also—this has been our lot 


[TRUD] Zviad Konstantinovich, you are the son of a 
classic writer of Georgian literature. What principles. 
moral and human, have you adopted in becoming leader 
Of Georgia, specifically, which paternal words do you 
recall most often” 


{(Gamsakhurdia}] Primarily the tact that man = should 
serve the spiritual principle and sacrifice himself tor the 
sake of an idea) This thought ts the lesntmotiy of “The 
Right Hand of the Great Craftsman.” 


[TRUD] Which of your personal attributes do you lke. 
and of which do vou aspire to be md? 


[(Gamsakhurdia] No one has yet succeeded in avoiding 
mistakes. | may make them also. | do not care to 
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advertise myself. The sole and principal “plus” is that | 
have not betrayed my people. But | have made more 
than enough mistakes 


[TRUD] Your personal triend, the president of Czecho- 
Slovakia, has as of late been the anchor of a discussion 
program on local television, Would you, as a candidate 
of philological scrences, poet, and man of letters, not like 
to have a similar related trade together with performance 
of your presidential duties, the more so in that it has 
been proposed that you anchor the President's Hour 
program on Georgian TV? 


[Gamsakhurdia] Yes, Lam agreeable, but it there is time 
My work day is very overloaded. It is easy tor Havel 
because the Kremlin itself is getting out of there, but here 
itis clinging on to Georgia, here we are at war, there he 
Is al peace 


[TIT RUD] Let us imagine you had one hour completely 
free of matters of state. How would you prefer to fill at? 


(Gamsakhurdia] | always devote my spare time to reh 
gion because Lam a believer and go to church regularly 


[| TRUD] What are the prospects of you having meetings 
at the highest level both in the Kremlin and at the White 
House? 


[(Gamsakhurdia] We simply cannot as yet, you see, come 
lo an arrangement on the forms and venue tor a meeting 
with the president of the USSR and the content of the 
negotiations with him but they will take place in the very 
near future, for all that. As far as a trip to the United 
States is concerned, there will most likely be contacts 
with President Bush this tall 


[TRUD] Whom do you consider the ideal politician” 


(Gaamsakhurdia] Charles de Gaulle 
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Legislation Destabilizing Republic Viewed 
YVIUENISON DT Aishtincs SOLEITSA AY EMOLDOL 4 
i? Ri Vicdhl of iy y / yy 3 


[UC nattributed article At the Presidium otf the Supreme 
Soviet ot the Soviet Socialist Republic of Moldova | 


| Toxt) Having discussed the 26 April Decree of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet’s Council of Nationalities, entitled "Ways 
to Achieve Consent in Normalizing the Situation in \lold 
ovan SSR,” the Presidium of the VMloldovan SSR Supreme 
Soviet deems it necessary to publish, in addition to a 
Statement Concerning the Enactment of the Council of 
Nationalities Decree, information about that Decree. 


The Decree of the USSR Supreme Soviets Council ot 
Nationalities mentions the nontulfillment by the highest 
agencies of state authority and administration ino the 
Moldovan SSR of the requirements stated ino the 22 
December 1990 Ue kase of the USSR President. entitled 
Wass to Normalize the Situation ino the Moldovan 
SSR the fatlure to take steps to repeal a number of 
acts intringing on the rights of the non 
Moldavian population, the taiure to provide guarantees 


for the observance of the rights of that population when 


' 
pre panin CN CRISTATING ACTS. CTE 
. ' } } . @ ° | . } . 
It must. however. be tirmly stated that in the Decree of 


the L SSR S Ipreme Soviets Council of Natronalities the 


Situation on the republic ws evaluated ino a one-sided 
manner, superficially. without any consideration of the 
factors that a vacerbating that situations What has 
been occurring i viewed from the position of the polit 


ical leaders of the cities of Tiraspol and Komrat and 
definite groups that support them. without a considet 


ition of the real state of attairs in the republic 


This provides pustification tor tarling to agree primarily 
with the conclusions concerning the nontultillment by 
the Moldovan SSR of the 22 December [Y90) L hase of 
the USSR President 


\ 


Asis generally Known, the 29 December 1990 Decree ot 
van SSR Supreme Soviet. entitled “U kase of 
the USSR President. Entitled “Ways to Normalize the 
Situation in the Moldovan SSRO™ states a number ot 


specific measures to realize the UKase mentioned and to 


Implement wt. Articles +. 6 and & of the UL kase have 
ilready been completely or partially realized) Questions 
relative to th mprovement of the mechanism of the 
tuncthioning ot languages on the territory of the republic 
and the reconsideration of the 27 July 19 Moldovan 
SSR Supreme So s Decree. entitled “Materials of the 


Presidiun { the Moldovan SSR Suprems Soviet Con 
ng the Study of the Requests of USSR Deputies and 


ther Appeals Concerning the Formation of an Auton 


omous Formation tor the Gagauz Nationality (Article 2 
t the LU kase) were included on the agenda of the 6] 

S he Mold in SSR Supreme Soviet 

It Me POsSsipic ft retu4ry \rti 1K ‘ t ane | KASC 
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prochamming of Moldavian SSR on Vupgust 1940 until 
after the International Conference to evaluate the con- 
sequences of the Soviel-German nonageression pact and 
Vugust 1939 
Which conference will be held in the city of Kishines on 
‘6-28 June IY9l The conclusion that, during the Mold 
ovan SSR Supreme Soviets evaluation of the conse 
quences of the Molotov Ribbentrop Pact. the lett bank 
of the Dnestr proves to be outside the purmsdiction of the 
Moldovan SSR ois untounded 
June 1990 Declaration. Moldovan SSR was proclaimed 
lo be a sovereign. single. and indivisible state within in 
contines of the existing borders. Tn addition, documents 
attest to the faet that Moldova did not sign any Union 
did not become part of the USSR 


an additional secret protocol dated 24 


nasmuch as. by the 23 


treaty and. de pure 


Article | ot the b kase concerning the guaranteeing of the 
ce aets of the USSR 
on the territory of the republic cannot be realized. since 
the Declaration of the Sovereignty of Moldova tirmiy 
establishes the supremacy of the Constitution of the 
Moldovan SSR and the laws of the Moldovan SSR The 
laws and other normative acis of the USSR do not go 
ectin Moldova until after 


republic's Supreme Soviet. Phat measure was 


action of the laws and other legistatis 


thes have been ratified 
undertaken for purposes of actually defending the inter- 


ests of the republic and its state sovereignty 


In addition. seven otf the 12 Moldovan SSR people's 
, | , a) 
deputies who were dept dot them deputy powers on 26 
October 1990 tor having carred out unconstitutional 


activities. after the reconsideration by them otf thei 
positions and their cl er to parhamentary 
methods of resolving problems. had their deputy man 
dates returned to them o1 S February 1991. The 
Soviet could have returned to the 


onsideration of this question also with respect to the 


eae s : } Py, . ae 
remaining people’ S deputies who had been deprived of 
ther deputy powers. Hf thes had rejected their unparhia- 
Nentars forms of activi 
[} publics: Supret S expressed its) attitude 


cipating in the development 
of a Emon treaty in the Declaration Concerning the 
Sovereignty of the Moldovan SSRoin the 24 July 1990 
Decree of the Presidium of the Moldovan SSR Supreme 
t IY February 1991) Decree of the 
SSR Supreme Soviet. Moldovan SSR 
Supreme Soviet contirmed the concept of the Treaty 


CONG nh Hee ty , fa Communit, of Soveregen 
States: published the dratt of that treaty in the press and 
Contr od ,} a)! 1) \ d CPNUD TIC representa- 
tives and experts detend the positions of the Mold- 
) i \SR } \ ) 


hus. the UE kase of the USSR Presidentis in the center of 


itten | pubhie’s Sup Soviet and all steps 
hy tah ‘ 1 
[he Decree of the USSR Supreme Soviets Council of 
Nal (yf PecS CONTAINS Nat Ww Onsider to b« a discour- 
\ \ a ) . nal h ohest agencies of 
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Slate authority and administration in the republic. In 
particular, it is proposed to the leadership of the Mold- 
ovan SSR that they begin immediately to engage in 
negotiations with the leaders of the opposition forces. At 
such time, no consideration ts made of the boycotting by 
the separatist leaders of the activities of the concihation 
commission that was tormed by the Moldovan SSR 
Supreme Soviet on 4 November 1990, or their unconst- 
tutional antistate activities that led to interethnic con- 
flicts 


In addition, the political leaders of the cities of Tiraspol 
and Komrat rejected the specific proposals contained in 
the 14 November 1990 Decree of the Moldovan SSR 
Supreme Soviet. which were aimed at the achievement 
of consent 


Meanwhile it is possible only by parliamentary means to 
resolve all the problems. This method does not preclude 
the formation of new conciliation commissions. to 
resolve the conflict questions that arise 


The Decree of the Council of Nationalities also engages 
In political speculation: the republic's integrity 1s tied up 
with its attitude toward the Union treaty. By tailing to 
take into consideration the right of the Moldavian nation 
to self-determination and state sovereignty, the Decree 
forces upon Moldova its inclusion in the renewed 
USSR—a version which did not receive the support of a 
number of union republics. The USSR 1s a federation. 
whereas the Joint Statement by the country’s president 


and the leaders of nine republics deals with a Union of 


sovereign States. that 1s. a confederation. 


In the Statement connected with the adoption of the 


Decree of the Council of Nationalities. the Republic of 


Moldova retains the nmght independently to resolve the 
question of annexation to the Umion treaty also in the 
event that it will be signed by the nine republics 


The Decree of the USSR Supreme Soviet’s Council of 
Nationalities contains an appeal to all the peoples of 


Moldova. although it 1s well known that in the Republic 
of Moldova there is only one people—the Moldavian 
people. This appeal gives encouragement to the sepa- 
ratist leaders and to detinite groups of the population in 
the claims to self-determination which ignore the stan- 
dards of international law. thus aggravating the already 
complicated situation in the republic 


All the citizens of the Moldovan SSR enjoy equal socio- 
political and economic rights. In addition, the represen- 
tatives of other nationalities that are living in compact 
communities can satisty their needs within the contines 
of cultural autonomy. The Moldovan SSR parliament 
and government are undertaking specific Measures in 
this direction 


In the Decree of the Council of Nationalities, in certain 
union mass media. and in the claims of the political 
leaders of the cities of Tiraspol and Komrat. the chiet 
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thesis is formulated as the need to repeal the legislative 
acts that allegedly infringe upon the rights of the non- 
Moldavian population 


The legislative acts that are mentioned most frequently 
are the laws enacted in August-September 1989, which 
deal with the tunctioning of languages on the territory of 
the republic and the returning of the Latin: writing 
system to the Moldavian language. It is precisely those 
laws that the political leaders of the ciuies of Tiraspol and 
Komrat anathematized. 


It should, however, be noted that the laws that were 
mentioned were adopted by the previous parliament, 
which had been elected by allocations schedule. Its 
national makeup was: out of 380 deputies, 244 (64.2 
percent) were Moldavians, 57 (15 percent), Russians, 53 
(13 percent), Ukraimians; 12 (3.6 percent), Gagauzy. and 
11 (2.9 percent), Bulgarians. 


The national makeup of the present parliament. which 
was elected on a democratic basis, 1s as follows: out ot 
371 delegates, 266 (71.6 percent) are Moldavians, 52 (14 
percent). Russians; 32 (8.6 percent), Ukrainians, 13 (3.5 
percent), Gagauzy; and eight (2.1 percent), Bulgarians 
The national makeup of the population in the republic as 
of | January 1989 was: Moldavians, 64.5 percent. Rus- 
sians, 13 percent, Ukraimians, 13.8 percent, Gagauzy. 3.5 
percent, and Bulgarians, two percent (figures not given 
for other nationalities). 


Deliberately misintorming the population. certain 
leaders among the Russian-speaking population are 
remaining silent about the fact that in practically all the 
republics the national languages have been recognized as 
the state languages. Despite the fact that the union law 
governing the languages of the peoples of the USSR 
recognized the right of each of the republics to give the 
national language the status of a state language. the 
enacting of laws concerning languages in the Moldovan 
SSR evoked an unhealthy reaction, which expressed 
itself not only in appeals to civil disobedience, but also in 
political strikes. In strikes directed against the legislative 
regulation of linguistic problems, the participants 
included 177 enterprises of umion or union-republic 
subordination. inflicting upon the republic direct mate- 
rial losses of more than 200 millon rubles 


The organizers of the protest demonstrations on the path 
of approving the state language ignored the circumstance 
that during the past 20-30 years, against a background ot 
discussions of friendship and the unbreakable unity of 
the peoples of the USSR. in our republic there was an 
organized narrowing of the sphere of application of the 
national language: there was a gradual reduction in 
instruction, the printing of literature, the repertoire on 
the stage. and movies in the national language. ek 
Freedom to choose the language of instruction was 
deliberately interpreted as the opportunity to refuse to 
study the Moldavian language. Under the pretext of 
internationalization, the Russian language became the 
only one in official correspondence. in interrelationships 
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among agencies, enterprises, institutions, and organiza- 
tions on the territory of the republic 


The one-sided spread of the Russian language was 
becoming the equivalent of internationalism, and the 
allempts somehow to defend the Moldavian language 
were interpreted as a manifestation of nationalism. The 


idea implanted in people's awareness was the idea ot 


erasing the boundaries among nations and creating a 
single community —the Soviet people. Alempts to learn 
even a modicum of information about the untalsified 
history of the nation were severely persecuted. The 
natural striving to develop a national culture and the 
interest in national traditions, ceremonies, Customs, ete 
were Viewed as nationalistic. The ground tor violent 
resistance to the development of the national language 
was prepared considerably earlier than) August- 
September 1989. Certainly not the last role in it was 
played by the ill-starred Theses of the Moldavian CP 
Central Committee. Therefore the strikes, illegal reter- 
enda. congresses, elec. were Organized without any par- 
ticular difficulty 


Having resorted to deceit directed at the population, 
after the enactment of the 29 December 1990 Decree ot 
the Moldovan SSR Supreme Soviet, entitled “Ukase of 
the USSR President, Entitled “Ways to Normalize the 
Situation in the Moldovan SSRO” which Decree stipu- 
lates specific steps to improve the mechanism of the 
functioning of languages on the territory of the republic 
the political leaders of the cities of Tiraspol and certain 
populated places in the Dnestr area, by the provocational 
12 March 199] decision, annulled the action of the laws 
governing the tunctioning of languages in the rayons on 
the lett bank of the Dnestr 


The assertion that the laws governing the functioning of 
languages are discriminatory is retuted by an analysis ot 
similar languages that are in effect in other union repub- 
les. Which analysis was carned out by the All-Union 
Screntitic-Research Institute of Soviet State Construc- 
tions and Legislation in April 1991 


It should be noted that both the USSR people's deputies 
trom the separatist ravons and the political leaders of 
those rayvons have been spreading throughout the 
country slanderous tabrications to the effect that the 
laws that were enacted by the parliament infringe upon 
the rights of the non-Moldavian population. But thes 
cannot name those laws, because such laws do not exist 
They are also disseminating disinformation to the effect 
that unbearable conditions are being created tor the 
non-Moldasian population, as a consequence of which 
that population has had its nghts intringed upon and it 
has been torced to engage in a mass exodus beyond the 
contines of the republic. However. let us return to 


specific data 


In 1989-1990) 62,100 persons arrived in the republic. 


3.900 lett. from among the Russian speakers (these 


/ 
ana 


figures do not take into consideration the migration of 
Jews who. tor the most part. leave to go to other 
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countries, and the number of whom is insignificant). The 
difference is only 1.800 persons, and, consequently, we 
are definitely not dealing with any mass exodus of the 
non-Moldavian population trom the republic. As is well 
known, no one monitors people's departures from the 
republic, whereas their arrival in the republic 1s regulated 
by the Moldovan SSR Law. entitled “Migration.” In 
addition, the 29 March 1990 Ukase of the Presidium of 
the Moldovan SSR Supreme Soviet. entitled “Tempo- 
rary Cessation of the Action of Certain Decrees of USSR 
Council of Ministers on the Territory of Moldavian 
SSR. repealed the housing and other benefits that 
previously had been established without justification for 
certain categories of newcomers, thus influencing, to a 
certain degree. the processes of migration 


It should be noted that in past years an antinational 
economic policy was carried out. The priority in all areas 
was given to the area along the Dnestr. For purposes of 
comparison, one can cite the data for the region along the 
the Dnestr and the southern region, and the republic 
indicators 


The region along the Dnestr occupies 12.2 percent of the 
republic's area and the southern region, 20.3 percent. 
with the former producing in 1989. according to data 
provided by the Moldovan SSR State Department for 
Statistics, 20.7 of the republic's manutactured output, 
and the latter. 6.1 percent. For Moldovan SSR as a 
whole. on the average one person produced manufac- 
tured output with a total value of 2.423 rubles: in the 
Dnestr region, 3.603: and in the southern region. 1.176 
rubles 


In 1989 the volume of retatl Commodity turnover in State 
and cooperative trade. in terms of one republic inhab- 
itant. came to 1.274 rubles. in the city of Tiraspol. 1.848: 
in Dubesarskiy, Rayon. 1.342: in Komratskiy Rayon. 


921: and in Vulkeneshtski, Rayon. 854 rubles 


In 1990 the total volume of retail commodity turnover 
tor the republic was 1.505 rubles: tor the group of ravons 
in the Dnestra area. that indicator was equal to 1.624 
rubles. and for the group of southern ravons, 1.069 
rubles 


In 1990. tor every L.OO00 republic inhabitants. 46 had 
privately owned passenger cars. The rate of provision 
with passenger cars was bestin the city of Tiraspol—79, 
and in Slobozivskiy, Rayvon—s0) cars. In Kantemirskiy, 
Keinarskiy. Nisporenskis. and Ungenskiy ravons the 
rate varied from 20) to 25 vehicles 

In the same vear. the paid services rendered to the 
population constituted. in terms of one inhabitant. on 
average for the republic. 206.9 rubles: in the rayons in 
the Dnestra area. 219.5 rubles. and in the southern 


ravons, 160.8 rubles 


Phe average-monthly payment for the labor pertormed 
by laborers. emplovees. and kolkhoz members in the 
ravons of the Dnestrarea is atthe level of. or higher than, 
the average indicator for the republic. Thus. in 1989, 
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Phe percentage of representatives of other nationalities 
Is also considerably higher among the specialists with 
higher and secondary special education) They constitute 
47) percent ot the total number of specialists employed 
Moldovan SSR In 


iS CNEN higher bor 


national economy of the 
branches that 
example. in industry 61 2 percent of the personnel are of 
other and 


scientific support, 65.7 percent 


im the 


certain indicator 


nationalities. and ino institutions of scremes 


Phereas strong differentiation in such an indicator as the 


number of persons with higher. incomplete higher. and 


7] 


secondary special education per |.000 persons employed 
OOM 


Lud ahion 


In the national ec Among the urban population 


with that level of e¢ Moldavians constitute 38.1 


percent, and among the rural population. LS percent 


Whereas the share of the representatives of certain other 


nationalities living an the republic as) considerabls 


greater, Among the urban population with that level of 
Russians constitute 54 


education percent, Ukramrins 


$7 1 percent. Bulgarians. 43.4 percent. Gagauzy. 40.3 
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Currently the trade umions are becoming an extremels 
influential force with extensive means of becoming 
involved in organizing and leading the economy, shaping 
and implementing the cadres policy, and carrying out 
social and cultural programs. From servants of the party 
the trade untons are being transformed into an organt- 
zation enjoying a master status in the country. While 
until recently it was enough tor party aparatchniks to 
say. “Shut up and do it.” tor the trade union activists to 
‘stand at attention” and carry out the orders, today the 
situation is very different. Consequently. the responsi- 
bility. Competence. and lines of acthons must be dit- 
ferent, too, as must be the nature of the relations between 
the trade unions and Parhament. the trade unions and 
the ministries. and the trade unions and the party 
Another consideration is that, by virtue of their mis- 
sions, from being one of the elements of the political 
system, the trade unions are becoming a decisive factor 
for the restructuring and the transition to a market 
economy, for fulfilling our sovereignty aspirations, con- 
solidating the society. and realizing the intellectual and 
professional potential of the people 


[his is something of which all those present here must be 
aware, all those who agreed to be viewed as trade union 
leaders and activists. [ think that many of you must sull 
adopt this kind of mentality. Ot course. we need time 
understanding of the situation, and civic and political 
courage in order to rid ourselves of obsolete cliches. 
traditional principles. and a whole system of views 
invalidated by the reality. The past six years of retorms 
demonstrate that many people oppose the very idea ot 
changing their views and attitudes. Many are not capable 
of changing and adapting to the new realities and new 
requirements. This situation is evident in almost all the 
trade union orgamizations. That is why | think that it 
may be more honest tor those who feel out of place. who 
feel that thes can no longer handle the situation, to 
resign 


[ would say that this may have to be the decision of 
leaders at all the levels. regardless of their merits. past 
and age. The cadres problem is the most urgent problem 
in the republic. In the last analysis. 1t 1s decisive for our 
sovereignty and for the efficiency of our internal and 
external policies, and it will decide whether we will seize 
or miss our historic chance to being reborn as a nation, to 
be. ome an independent state. and to build an economy 
that can guarantee a civilized living standard 


Another thing we must not forget 1s that the conditions 
in which the working collectives and their trade union 
leaders are currently working are entirely new today. We 
are objectively obligated to take into account the chronic 
tensions and instability in our society. The totalitarian 
system has exhausted its resources but it refuses to give 

and itis using every possible means of hanging on and 


prolonging its lite) Colossal efforts are being made to 


estore the Union and to conserve and stimulate the 
vertical structures of command. This line was reasserted 
by Mr Grorbachey in his speech at the latest meeting ot 
the Federation Council: he openly stated that economic 
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independence and horizontal-type relations cannot be 
encouraged. In many cases one and the same person sul 
holds both the tunctions of a Soviet dignitary and those 
of a party official. In many enterprises the party com- 
mittees block the implementation of the republic s laws 
Evidently. in such situations the trade union organiza- 
tions and their leaderships should not limit their activi- 
lies to distributing papers tor beach holidays or bonuses. 
handling petty conflicts. or signing decisions on reshul- 
fling the witing line for an apartment. We probably 
Shouldn't neglect those aspects of our lite. erther. But you 
must not spend your time. energies. Organizational tal- 
ents. and health on pursuing insignificant interests. 
Along this line itis er! sogical and rational that each 
trade union commit! and its leaders hammer out and 
promote its own policy. constantly noting the wishes and 
needs of the collectives who elected them. | am not 
Suggesting that you create an opposition to the manage- 
ment. | encourage you to take control of the economic 
activities of the local management. You must fully take 
advantage of your constitutional right to legislative ini- 
liative. YOu must ensure that the collectives have an 
understanding attitude toward the measures decided by 
the republic's leadership. You must help people grasp the 
has emerged and 
prepare them psychologically tor the Changes that must 
be made with respect to the variety of forms of owner- 
ship. the privatization of state assets. and eliminating the 
principles of “torced equality on command.” Yes. we do 
need your help tn these areas. because we cannot fall prey 
to the illusion that we will issue a property decree and 
everyone will rush to take that to which they are right- 
fully entitled. That cannot happen here. This beginning 
1S difficult because our mentality has been subjected to 


real reasons of the situation that 


the erroneous idea that we belong to the state. that we are 
at its discretion. and that it must take care of us. 
Otherwise we will starve to death 


You realize that it the society continues to be governed 
by suc’ principles. none of the laws will operate and we 
will never become equals in the world. That is why the 
trade unions must now become. instead of the “school of 
communism,” the university tor shaping enterprises 
whose prosperity and success depend first and foremost 


on themselves 


I know that this is not at all easy. in view of the fact that 
yOu are managing the trade umions at a time of abrupt 
worsening of the living conditions brought about by the 
loss of the traditional economic relations. the terrble 
shortage of goods and products. and aggressive inflation 
The public’s disproportionate purchasing power made tt 
necessary to raise prices. and that in turn contributed to 
further shaking the social Optimism and cast doubts on 
the very need to continue with the fundamental retorms 
and the need tor democratic principles. In this situation 
the trade unions must make a decision: either they 
support the policy of change. or seek to Start strikes. 
channel people's dissatistact.on along destructive lines. 
and push the idea of dealing with the crisis by paralyzing 


the structures of the state nower. We have enough 
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Will become isullicent Ta view of the faet that the 
exploration term of some of the power blocks of Mold 
oves central tas expired. the situation could) become 
critical 


Phere are serious power difficulties in the Ukraine 
there isa power supply shortage. the only solution will be 
lo connect tothe very high ratersy stem power lines in the 
Lkhraine The development of the energy sector is also 
complicated by seismic conditions and water shortage 
In view of the republic's independence and the tact that 
Hos now managing itself, we need to select a new energy 
development strategy. Until now the basic approach was 
to create a centralized power system. a centralized net 
work of gas lines. and a centralized system of solid and 
hhquid’ tucl supply This working method was fairly 
eHective Russias power plan (GORE RO), whose 70th 
anniversary was marked last year, served the develop 
mentotenergs asa scentitic basis. The correct selection 
of a concept of energy development was also contirmed 
by the real successes obtained in the country. Currently 
the Soviet Unmon’s energy production ranks first in 
Europe and second in the world. The United States ranks 
first: Nevertheless. the difference between the USSR and 
the United States is slowly narrowing, While in 1970 the 
USSR's volume of energy production was 43° percent 
that of the United States. by TYSS it was SS percent 
Phat was the basic result of the intensive efforts made tor 
vears by Soviet people. screntists. and power workers 


The best traditions of Soviet energy production must be 
reinforced and developed. That will undoubtedly vield 
results’ The path toward the establishment of a central 
Zed energs system is a correct path Not comcidentalls 
our experience ts Shared by a number of other countries 
lO varying degrees 

The large cnergs systems share an incontestably valuable 
feature They are not destroyed or damaged by small 
maltunctions. The large systems etfierentl provide con 
siderable quantities of electromagnetic energy. and the 
ity of a system is pudged by the overall capacity ot 
generators operating in) parallel. which through the 
transit capacities of the power lines can preempt system 


STAD 


malfunctions regardless of deviations of calculation or 
deviations trom the normal regime. and regardless ot 
equipment malfunctions in any part of the system. This 
durability cannot be achieved ino small system which 
Operate in wolation. One of our counts specific traits 
iS that the energy resources are located very unevenly 
of them are at great distance trom the places 
where the power is used) More than 7S percent of the 
are located in the east. while most of the 
energs used is used in the European part of the country 
his explains the tact that fuel and energy travel trom 


and many 


PoC rw c r TCSOUTE( 


Cast to west 

We cannot deceive ourselves by thinking that we are not 
having difficulties and problems in the area of power 
ar pment Our country holds one-quarter of the 
worlds tucl deposits) The great power resources have led 
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us to believe Thal power rs very mexpensive here, sar 
thing that an most cases led to waste and methierent 
uuilivation 


Enormous quantities of power and fuel are being used in 
the country. The annual consumption rate has risen to 
3 bilhon tons of conventional fuel while cleetrieal 
power production has exceeded 1.765 billlon KWh Nes 
ertheless, problems have been appearing recentl) The 
rate oF opening of new power units has slowed down, The 
environmental problems have become more acute 
Nuclear power is no longer produced) The technology 
and equipment employed in thermal power plants and in 
the coal industry must be improved 


One of the most stringent problems is the ecology A 
string of issues concerning the construction of power 
projects have been reconsidered under public opinion 
pressure, and that has created technical and economic 
difficulties for the tuture development of the power 
sector, Environmental problems and the higher price of 
land are raising new obstacles for the power industry 


Whatis to be done trom now on’ How shall we proceed” 


We must first determine how much fuel and power one 
needs to be comfortable, without wasting 


Saving tucl and energy resources must become the basi 
principle in production relations and in the social area 
At the same time. we must revise the concept of nuclear 
power desclopment and ino this connection. too more 
intensively develop the use of coal and gas) Previously 
there were plans for building a large number of nuclear 
power plants in the European part of the country tor the 
purpose of bringing the power sources closer to) the 
consumers. reducing transportation costs. and 
Improving the ecological situation” But the Chernobs! 
accident prompted changes. A nuclear power plant with 
acapacity of four million KW was slated to be builtin the 
Moldovan SSR in the Grigornopol District The plant 
would have served to cover the republic's electrical 
power requirements. (Phe nuclear power problems wall 
be taken care of when we can build exceptionally sate 
clements) 

In view of the new conditions we must modify not only 
our Strategy. but also our tactics. The situation: con 
cerning the republic's declaration of sovereignty remains 
uncertain, While presiously capital investments tor 
mayor power projects came trom the Union budget. now 
the issue is being discussed at the level ot the republic 
And of course. not all the republics present identical 
conditions, Some have no sources of energy and tuel 
Phat is the category to which our republic belongs 
Suffice it to point out that approximately 9S percent of 
Moldova's energy comes trom import sources. So how 


will we secure energy supplies tor the republic 


Currenth this question is being actively: discussed by 


CNerges CAPs SCICTIEISTIS conomists. and ecologists 
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Naturally. we would like to lower the energy costs. But 
We Must Lake into aecount the fact that direct expendi 
lures are augmented by the expenses involved in enys 
ronmental protection, mcluding measures to improy. 
the environment pauuged by the criterion of peoples lit 
exypectuney We have three alternatives for the energy 
strategy 


| Continued development of the countrys centralized 


Power SVstem 


Developing the energy industry of the republics and 
regions until they become self-sulflerent 


, Developing a centralized energy system in the country 
and continuously increasing the energy capacity of the 
republics untilthes reach an appropriate economic level 
Producing sufficient energy in the local power plants to 
cover power requirements and retransmitting it trom: the 


centralized POWel sVsteMm 


lH the republic does not have tuel it can procure and 
The third model wall require only some of tha 
fuel At the same time. we can revise the remittance ot 


PPOCESS i! 


some of the resources to the Union tund tor the construc 
lion of power plants. with a@ view to implementing 
environmental protection measures ino the districts in 
which such plants are built 


From an economic Viewpoint the first alternative is the 
most convenient, because the energs sector can be devel 
Oped within a singh system. fuel and energy can hy 
Structurally optimized, the sites for processing tuel can 
be selected. and fuel. gas. and electncity transportation 
can be optimized. This alternative permits considerabls 


redu iny the ove rall OSt Of Cnerey resources 


Naturall 


and to peopl 


String of plants may cause damage to nature 
In such situations measures must be taken 
ata Lat level Th first model can be successtulls 
developed ino conditions of mutual trust among the 


republi 


We want to stress that the establishment otf a centralized 


energs systems technically convement. especially if new 


technical means are ulthized. including new, high tension 
electrical tines with a low capacitance. This alternative 
Was pr posed by the Cybernetics and Energy Sector of 
the MSSR Academy 
\1 MSNCOW Ener Institute In 


SOVcreignty he f publi will have to adopt the second 


ft Scrences in cooperation with the 


a Situation of complet 


alternative. which ws the least desirable trom both an 


economy ind an ecological viewpoint Its basic draw 


back is the high cost of transporting tuel of a low grad 
with alow calorie contents. and highly polluting 

on a ther hand. this allernative may serve as an 
incent lo Sa nergy resources, budget expenses vers 
conomically. introduce and utihze nonconventiona 
resour ind recover energs Its development involves 
a trend t onvey energy toother republics, Thus trad 
wilt i power will develop and energy wail 
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become a commodits) Tn the tiyab analysis) this aiterna 


tive US not suitable because the republ Whaat ava 
deposits of natural fuel can set selling prrees which ma 


become a burden on the purchasing republics 


Ihe third model. whieh woa combinagidon of the other 
Iwoo rs particularly interesting. Teathords a real means of 
nalitions 


developing the energy mdustyy im the curres 


Vecording to the model given. the centralized: ener 
system can be continued with centralized means whale 
the energy system of the republics and repror ny by 


developed at ther own financial expens 


The preat transit capacity of the pow t) (thy 
republics: power systems can faciitate mutual as 
lance. At the same time. the third model can et Lid pe 
the repubhies to utilize ther energy and tuel resou 
wisely and thus reduce energy costs Tha why th 
third is preferable and concrete steps n be lakenoan 
line with wts structure 

Ht this model as accepted, the republic will participate in 
| All-Union endeavors to) turth d Op and 
strengthen the centralized power system: and | it 


and develop general-sy stem power capa 


» Building and utilizing new ener 

republic in keeping with ats own econom 

, Building power lines and distributios Voth 
keeping with the technical supply paras 
CCONOMY regimes OF energy systen 

} Building Pais lines and dastributyors ’ Ou | 


facihities. and thermal power network 


‘ | | izing SCCONdULN power | { ' 
CHNCETRYS 
6 Hammering out econon models ] 
pt 1d) promot fucl and ner SANT ee | 
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PS. We opened the discussion on selecting an cnergs 
development strategy best suited to the economic self 
management of the republic, hoping to see exchanges of 
views, thoughts, and proposals toward deciding the 
present and future of the energy sector in the Violdovan 
SSR. 


Minister of Industry. Energy Interviewed 
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[Test] 


[Spataru] Prankly, our readers don't really know the 
members of the government. TE would be a good idea 
Minister, to introduce yoursell 


[Lesenco}] Lam 44 years old, marred with two children, 
orjinally trom the village of Domintent, Drochia Dis 
trict Loam a graduate of the Kishiney Polytechnical 
Institute. bor 20 years TE worked in electronics at ALP 
Mezon. During that time T also graduated the school of 
nucroprocessors, my doctoral thesis dealt with the auto: 
mavhion of planning, adjustment, and production. pro 


CESSES 


[Spataru] For decades we were forced to work to achieve 
a production that instead of bringing us closer to pros 
peruwy, put even more distance between ito and us 
howard what goals wall the current minister steer the 
production’ 


[Lesenco}] Indeed, the basic industrial torces of the 
republic used to be channeled toward the production of 
\-group goods. By the way, this was the situation in the 
other republics, too. At the same time, practically no 
allention was given to equipment for storing, processing, 
and packaging toodstulls or manufacturing construction 
materials trom local resources. Other very poorly devel 
oped industries were the pharmaceuticals, perfumery 
and cosmetics, and the various consumer industries 
This kind of situation was created by the fact that tor 
decades the republic's industry developed on the basis of 
autonomy at the imitative of the competent: Union 
ministries. Currently the ministry is working to elimi 
nate the disproportions attecting the republic's industry 
Phe first encouraging results have already been attained 
hor example. by the end of the year the Agromasina 
plant will manufacture 135 machines tor making bricks 
While the tractors plant has produced the first set. ot 
minitractors. Work has begun on building a factory tor 
decorative Ules and four other brick factories. We have a 
new mstallation for the food industry. Also interesting 
are the projects for typical country sectors that wall 
revive gram malls and oi presses. Other activities that 
will soon return to our villages are manutacturing corn 
candy and sweet sticks. frum and vegetable Preserves 
meat smoking. and clothes and cratts workshops. Special 
dilention is given to the construction of a new plant tor 
manufacturing ordinary syringes. which are ins great 
demand in our medicine. We are also making intensive 
cHorts to improve electronics and telecommunications 


SVSTCMMS 


(Spataru} You are pretty optimistic. As tar as TP know 
however, the situation of many units in the chemical 
metallurgical, and light industry which employ tens ot 


usands of people is tar trom being satistactory 


iLesenco] The end of the price reform created an caplo 
ttuation in industry. Phe enterprises did not and do 


manage to secure contracts for raw materials deliy 
cries and tor marketing their products. This inevitably 
leads to closing down plants and to unemployment. Phe 
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republic's industry employs 1.7 million people. PE think 
that the natural transition to a market economy wall 
create unemployment. According to world: figures, 
unemployment will reach approximately five percent, 
Which means that we can expect about 1O,000-15 000 
unemployed 


Phe delay inthe price reform, which in my opinion came 
too late) may leave up to 350,000-500,000) people 
without a livelihood in industry, not to mention the 
destructive consequences that will have in the areas of 
health care, education, culture, scrence, and trade. 


[Spataru}] How come so tar we're only talking about a 
market economy, bul not seeing any real results? 


{Lesenco] Ninety percent state orders, price setting, and 
ending leasing initiatives and privatization, and the 
transition to public companies. Then there are the taxes, 
heences, lower hard currency allocations for capital 
mvestments, and other measures which discredited the 
idea as such. Thats why the enterprises didn’t achieve 
any visible progress toward a market economy. In fact, 
everything is as it was. Only the ruinous system of 
supplying enterprises with raw material, equipment, and 
fuel has taken a new shape. We can talk of market 
relations only with regard to the enterprises’ complete 
freedom to produce. set prices, sell, and utilize various 
forms of privatization in keeping with the laws in effect 


[Spataru] Stecring the production toward meeting 
domestic market requirements will relegate exports to a 
secondary place. Wall that not affect the quality of the 
industrial production” 


{lL esenco] Moldova has enormous power and industrial 
capabilities. We can provide consumer goods tor the 
domestic market and we can export to other republics 
and to the Furopean market over SO percent of the 
overall production volume. The republic has enterprises 
which tor decades developed according to the plans of 
the Unmional competent ministries, something that cre- 
ated imbalances in the distribution of the manpower and 
the production volume. For example, a large enterprise 
lhe Moldpischemash, with ultra-modern equipment, 
produces practically nothing for the needs of the 
republic. Some 2.000 people are employed there and the 
enterprise takes up 40 hectares. A similar situation 
prevails at the Orher industrial plant, where 1,200 people 
manutacture special equipment tor helicopters. The his. 
tory of the Schkhozmashina near Balti began with the 
famous experiments of the ruler Ivan Bodiul. Tomatoes 
were planted. grown, harvested, and canned on an area 
of LOO hectares in cooperation with the Americans. Until 
then it was agreed to build this plant. which will manu- 
facture tomato harvesters. After many birth pangs it did 
begin to manufacture them, but iw turned out that the 
harvesters were not profitable. Currently the plant man 
ufactures all kinds of equipment, all of which it delivers 
outside the republic. and it. too, takes up 8O hectares of 
arable land The best solution is to steer the industry 
toward the tollowing marketing proportion: 40 percent 
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forthe republics $0 pereent for the mternational market 
and 40 percent for other republics. This is what we 
Should do. rather than agree to abruptly transfer all the 
enterprises to the republic, as the politicians suggest 
Cienuine economie sovereignty can allow Moldova to 
integrate ine the development of scientific-technical 
development, because we have tremendous potential in 
this respect. All the industrial branches are proportion 
ally developed in the republic, and they can provide the 
lechnical-material foundation tor developing a civilized 
country. We have real credit and can acquire Western 
technologies that can be paid very rapidly 


[Spataru] Phere has been much talk about this issue. so | 
would like to ask you whether Moldova can provide all 
the energy it needs, or are we fated to go around hat in 
hand like beggars? 


[Lesenco} Phe ministry's program envisages essential 
changes in the energy sector: introducing new technolo 
gies in the power plants, resolving ecological problems 
and implementing Various projects with a view to saving 
energy resources. We can and we will meet our energy 
Phere is no need for us to go begging. Certain 
branches of this industry are rather developed in Mold 
ova. they present advantages over similar branches in 
other republics and they present a special interest. Here 
areonly afew tigures: the republic's gross social product 
totals 22.2 bilhlon rubles: industry —12.4 billion rubles 
the consumer market for goods other than tood—3.s 
billon rubles. while the cost of energy comes to only 0 
brom an economic viewpoint we have 
every right to insist on the development of the power 
Infrastructure at the expense of delivering industrial 
products. to demand as much energy as we need. and 
even to dictate our own conditions 


needs 


billion rubles 


[Spataru] Nevertheless. please give us a few specific 
details. How much energy do we produce and how much 


do we export’ How logical are these exports? 


[Lesenco] The volume of energy we produce does not 
exceed our needs by much. Approximately one quarter 1s 
exported to the Ukraine. Bulgaria. and Romania. But in 
three-tour years, even if we stop exporting. there will be 
a shortage of power unless we take due measures. Cut 
rently 49-90 percent of the power installations are worn 
out and the technology 1s obsolete. The worst ecological 
problems are caused by the power industry. Alone the 
burning of coal and oil emits over | million tons of 
Impurities into the arrvevery year. The waste products ot 
the power plants make up about 12 million tons of slag 
\nd in contrast to the capitalists. we have to admit that 
we dont really know how to use waste products eth 
ntl 


[Spataru] How real is the remtegration of Moldova's 
power system into the European system” 


IL eseng This is naturally not a real possibility in the 
Nnervtl ars because the situation is even more critical 
in th vyhboring countries. The more logical mov. 


would be to 


some European countries to link up with 
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the U'Kraine and Russia through Moldova As a matter of 
hact, projects are envisaged that will faciitate the con 
Struchion of new yornt resources and networks with 
buropean countries 


[Spataru] OF course, we cannot ignore the prices even at 
we wanted to. Is the currentenergy cost price in tine with 
the sale price’ What price changes should be made in the 
conditions of market relations? 


[Lesenco] Last year the cost of energy was much highes 
than the sale price. so that we had a deficit of 40 million 
rubles. At the beginning of this year the taritts: were 
raised in keeping with the expenditures. Phe liberaliza 
Lion of the price of gas. for example. will allow us to 
improve the mstallations and also to intensity the pro 
cess of bringing gas lines into our struggling villages 


ISpataru} Does your ministry maintain relations with 
similar ministries in other sovereign republics? 


[Lesenco)] Of course, We have very trumttul relations, We 
exchange delegations, programs, projects. bills. et 
Reprettably our colleagues stil don’t have 
enough influence on the process of raw materials supply 
Serious difficulties are also created by the fact that many 
republican enterprises. here, too. are under dual orders 


But | have to note that the situation seems to. be 


however 


Improving lately 


[Spataru] OK. but what ais the relationship) between 
Moldova and the Center? 


[Lesenco] We have had several meetings with represen 
tatives of Unmional ministries, We found a common 
language with respect to our ideas on how to develop 
LU mon-subordinated republic enterprises. However, the 
distribution of tunctions and the forms of ownership 
continue to be unclear 
factory to both sides. Phe Center has enough obligations 
toward the republic and its energy and industrial com 
plex and it would be a mistake not to utilize them 


We are seeking solutions satis 


[Spataru] Is Minister Dumitru Lesenco an optimist or a 
pessimist by nature’ 


[Lesenco] Fam tully aware of the republic's potential | 
think that too tew people realize how rich we are. or 
could be) Our present poverty is due to the system in 
which we were incorporated. Lam positive that we will 
achieve real sovereignty” The wheel of history will not go 
back. Many things have changed and are changing today 
Phis vear will be vers difficult. We will have one or at 
most two more difficult vears. But Pam convinced that 
in fou 
equal to) that of the 
industry must play one of the most important parts in 


years our people's maternal wellbeing wall be 
civilized) countries. Of Course 


this process of rebirth 


[Spataru] Aside trom health, luck. and success what clse 


should we wish vou before ending this interview? 
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(Chapter lL. General Regulations 


Article b. The Concept of Privatization 


Ys Hovation (denationalvation apy 
Yy the depersonalized and anonymous prop 
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Article 2. Basic Privatization Principles 


i] re | 
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Y Ownership of assets: targeted for privatization 
issummed before the passing of the present bill wall not ty 


rad OPT Zs ( 


6 The manner and method of calculating the price of 
assets belonging to the people and of establishing thy 
length of service of MSSR citizens employed at the time 
Of privatization are declared valid 


Phe ownership. use. and disposal of privatized assets 
may be transferred only by stock Gactions) During thy 
privatization period the movement ot assets i nature of 
Cush will not change its type of ownership 


Article 3. Area and Objects of Privatization 


In the MSSR. all the assets belonging to all the peopl 
Vill be subject to privatization—changing the type ot 
ownership—with the exception of those privatels 
mwned. used. and disposed by citizens in keeping with 
the lawoine fore 
Ihe present bill decrees that the following assets and 
branches of tha \ISSR nationalbeconomy belonging to all 


the people will become state property 


omponents of the natural landscape and assets 
belonging to the cultural heritage. a listot which 


cd Hy\ thre \ISSR Supre eat Sovn | 


ry AP PLO 


roads. schools. and health and sports tacit that 


provide minimal public services tree of charg 


ic liquor wine, tobacco, and pharmaceutical indus 


tricS OF The republic 


nterprises in the areas of telecommunications and 
rail, air. and river transportation 
basic screntific establishments 

mponents of the armed torces: structur Shict 
ensure State Jetense and SCCUTTIN 


nterprises Whose activities present 
nt danger for people's lives and health a listo 
shich wall be approved by the MSSR Supreme Soviet 


' 


NLETpPrises that allow th stad 
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6 Some of the republics real estate assets legally allo 
cated for production purposes may not be subjected: to 
povativation until the vear 200b Plots of land allocated 
for farming and other economic purposes may be used 
and disposed of They may be transterred to citizens 
private ownership as ofthe year SOOT ri heeping wrth thy 
realestate market conditions 


Phe units targeted for privatization which are subyect 
to the relations and regulations of the present bill con 
Stitute: patrimony compleves belonging to the entire 


\ Cpr 


CAterprises: Cassocitions). organizations. and 
‘ 


USSOCHIHONS Structufal units not included under pount 
Of the present article 


s kKoolkhos 


privatization mm Keeping wath thy 


OOpPCTablVyc owned assets will be subjected to 
principles of the 
present bill and of the law on agrarian reform in the 
NISSR 


Article 4. Privatization Subjects 


| The tollowrnop are PrivaliZation subyects 


holders of assets belonging to all the people and 
largeted for privatization 


citizens who come into the possession of the right to 
own. use. and dispose of assets targeted for privatiza 


tic 1) 


intermediaries in prvatizatior relations Phe holders 
and ciizens will constitute Parties in the privatization 


PrP crn CSS 


? | h ! YETQUNN Th}! ONSTITUL hold 'S | ASN \s Lary Ie a hoy 
privatization The MSSR State Property bund (which 
will continue to be the State Property Bund). whict 


defends the ownership nghts of the republic in keeping 
Of the MISSR S 1 \ haration of Sover 


IS local bodies 


with the principle 
CIRDTS Or ats specially delegated inter 


mediaries 


Phe transter of the people's property to private and stat 
ownership will be carned out by the State Property: bund 


Orin agreement with at 


Phe State Property bund will constitute the Party initi 


ating the privatization 


y Are entitled, to acquire possession of and to use and 
dispose of assets targeted for privatization MSSR cil 
7CnS Ww yoan Show a certain rluiticd length of sers 

( | rp! Meloy 7 T ley CT? 1) 1) ]} ity Lil ry 
( ' | ’ ‘ 1) ' 1) ' Peart hy al ity i? 
pi 

( i from other son wn tl nion republ ma oth 
COUnT May participate mn the privatization pr 

dl yradan With the legal yhis conterred by tt ricny 

} the MISSR 

Rar df } parti pauline my ih 1 il il al 


ry} tat | byt , { 


i 
i Padl a | \ VI Swho " 
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Hrom the catitlement of two or more ciizens to acquire 
use. and dispose of assets targeted for privatization 


) Citizens who participate in the privatization process 
Nay delegate mtecrmediuries legal of physical entities 

under notarized power ofattorney, to legalize there rights 
lo dequiare, use. and dispose of ther share of the people's 


PEOPCrty 


State property rotermediaries may uppornt legal and 
physical cativies tooact as intermediaries in the provat 
/ATIOD PROCESS 


Article S. Means of Realizing the Right of Owning, 
( sing, and Disposing of Assets Targeted for 
Privatization 


| The present bilbenvisages only one means of realizing 
the Citizens’ right to own, use, and dispose of assets 
lurgeted tor privatization: National Patrimony Vouchers 
IRPN | state issued stock. and insolvent: [insoly abil] 
documents mn the area ot production and circulation 


* The State Property Fund is the only organization 
entitled to iwsue BPNs. The BPN will contain informa 
physical entity, nominal value in 
rubles. and other data established by the State Property 
bund 


Hon On WS ownel 


One inseparable component of the BPN are sets ot 
vouchers tn the nominal value of SOO and L000 rubles 
each, an the total amount of the nominal value of the 
BPN 


Phe vouchers are valid only as part of the BPN 


, The BPN may not be bought. sold. mortgaged 
bequethed. or used for other operations except those 
envisaged in point | of the present article 


\clions of fatlure to take action resulting in the falsits 
cation. impairment. or utilization of BPN tor purposes 
incompatible with ther nature will be punished 
according to the law on state-issued stock 


} The nominal value of BPN (the owner's share of the 
property) as determined by multiplying the number ot 
the ciuzens’ general length of service by the cost of the 
privatized share of the people's’ property created by a 
person engaged in the republic's national economy tor 
one year in the period between 1950-90 inclusively 


Ihe citizens’ general length of service in the republic ts 
calculated according to the method of calculation. ot 
length of service used to determine pensions for work 1 
the MSSR- The general length of service in MSSR also 
ncludes compulsory service in the Soviet Army. univer 

ty and specialized studies and graduation outside the 
public andin the case of wrongly imprisoned persons 


detention Lerms 


) TS fwork in Various COOPCHalVes crxcepl CONSUME! 


are not included in the general length o 


MCTATINGES 
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6 The cost of the privatized share of the people's 


property created ia the repubhess national economy tor 
one vearoin the TYS0-90 penod will be caleulated by 
tthe privatized share of the people's 
property (atthe prices in force on | January 1982) by the 


dividing the cost 
Number of vears person worked in the republie’s 


national economy during that period 


Chapter TL Organization of the Privatization Process 


Article 6. Preparing the Privatization Process 


1 Preparing the people's property tor privatization con 
sists Of Making an inventory (assessing) the fined and 
circulating capital by the method established by the 
MSSRK State Property Fund) The inventors will be done 
by the personnel of the enterprise or organization (tat 
geled tor privatization) at the expense of the production 
development tund) The inventory will feature iaems ot 
the social intrastructure included in the ledger price of 


the 3 SPCCTIN NLCHPLIs¢ 


' 


2. A report on the inventory will be sent to the State 
Property bund no later than one month atter instruc 
tions have been recenved on beginning the inventory 
Phe administration of assets targeted for privatization 
will be responsible tor completing the inventory on 


schedule and IS COFreECINess 


} mar nN 


Valuc ‘e)| tI 


ilory report must feature data on the ledger 
isSel Largeted for privatization in rubles. the 
ture of the basic production, the protit 
ability of the enterprise. and other indexes established by 
the State Property. Fund 


volume and na 


4. 1f the conditions envisaged under point 2.3 of the 
present article are not tultitled. the State Property Fund 
will dispatch experts empowered to make the inventors 


ts results. All the expenses tncurred on such 


occasions will be deducted trom those responsible as 


S. The intormation torwarded to the State Property 


Fund on the results of the iventory will be checked bv 


Fund personnel and approved by its management 


6 The State Property Fund willintorm the management 
Of the asset targeted tor privatization of the approved 
ledger \ ttl nterprise and wall request the repub 
hes competent financial bodies to sue stock covering 
the entire ledger price of the asset targeted for privatiza 
Lol ! t ‘ SOO ard | OOM rubles The stock ISSUE 
will be paid out of the production development tund of 
Ul 1) ! question 
| b ) land kept by the State Property 
Fund 

Phe State Property Fund will intorm the public of the 
! md the stock issue for the assets 
targeted tor privatization. and of the officral quota of the 
peop property due to one person vear of work in the 


! put ] ) ( MPPOOTVYYN 
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S The State Property Fund will apprise the citizens ot 
the rules, place, and time of issue of BPNs. In order to 
secure BPNs citizens must present their work card or a 
similar document, and a passport or identity card 


Ita citizen cannot get a BPN in person, he may give a 
notarized power of attorney to anyone he chooses 


L pon recenving the BPN the citizen (or his representa: 
Live) is obligated to show proof of having paid a state tay 
of LOO rubles 


Article 7. Privatization Procedure 


1 The privatization procedure is the process of actual 
reahization of the ciizens’ right to own, use, and dispose 
of the shares of the people's property to which they are 
entitled, and consists of exchanging BPN tor shares in 
given enterprises and organizations 


The exchange of BPN tor shares is organized by the 
State Property Fund and its local bodies on premises 
specially provided by enterprises and organizations for 
auctions: the first to say “ves” toa share up for exchange 
becomes its owner. The last amount for which the 
enterprise's last share was exchanged on a given auction 
day will determine the current rate of the enterprise's 
Shares. Subsequently the enterprise's share may not be 
quoted ata rate lower than the current rate 


> The State Property Fund may establish the highest and 
the lowest value of stock. If shares offered at their lowest 
rate are not in demand, they will be taken out of the 
auction 


Ihe results of the auctions and information on stock 
Values will be regularly published in the press 


} The local bodies of the State Property Fund will 
organize auctions to sell the stock of enterprises which 
are normally located in their territory. Auctions may be 
either specific, for exchanging BPN tor shares of a given 
enterprise or branch of the national economy. or general 


5. The MSSR national patrimony vouchers have the 
same Value at stock auctions organized by any regional 
organization of the State Property Fund 


6 The auctions may be attended by their organizers. 
auction service personnel, BPN owners, and empowered 
representatives. Visitors may be admitted on paid 
admission tuckets on condition that they do not partici 
pate in the auction 


The cost of admission tickets and other charges will be 
decided by the organizers 


\uction buyers will gain possession, use, and disposi. 
tion of the stock after the organizers have taken the 
respective BPN vouchers in the amount of the shares 
auctioned off out of circulation, and after a private tar 
(in cash) has been paid within three days in the amount 
of (Wo percentage points of the value of the shares sold at 
duction 
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S. The stock that was not purchased at auction or was not 
secured by payment of the tax due will be remitted to the 
State Property Fund atter the completion of the process 
of privatization throughout the republic and will become 
Stale property 


Y The manner of owning, using, and disposing of state 
property is regulated by the law and legal acts issued by 
State republican bodies 


10. The decision on the completion of the process of the 
privatization process of people's assets will be taken by 
the respective MSSR legislative body. 


11. The national patrimony vouchers will lose their 
Validity after the completion of the privatization process 
and must be cancelled by the bodies that issued them. 
Citizens who acquired shares in enterprises (associa- 
tions) and organizations will have the status of private 
real estate Owners 


12. Any cases of violation or disputes that may emerge in 
the privatization process will be examined and settled by 
the State Property Fund or through the courts. 


Article 8. Covering Expenses Incurred in the Process of 
Privatization 


1. The expenses incurred by state bodies in the privati- 
zation process will be covered from budget resources 
allocated for the maintenance of the State Property Fund 
and its regional bodies and trom revenues received tor 
BPN state tax payment 


2. Citizens’ expenses for participating in the privatiza- 
tion (payment of state tax tor BPN and private tax) will 
be covered out of personal deposits at savings banks and 
short-term bank loans granted on normal terms. 


3. Citizens’ expenses tor participation in privatization 
may not be paid out of the resources of enterprises and 
Organizauions 


Article 9. Utilization of Resources Obtained from 
Private lax Payment 


The resources accumulated trom the payment of private 
tan will be especially channeled to reorganizing and 
raising the efficiency of enterprises and organizations 
most of whose shares were not sold in the privatization 
process. and to maintaining an appropriate profitability 
level at enterprises and branches owned by the state in 
accordance with the present bill 


Chapter IIL. Special Privatization Features in Certain 
Areas of the National Economy 


Article 10. Privatization of Kolkhoz, Sovkhoz, and 
Consumer Cooperative Property 


1. According to the present bill, the privatization prin- 
ciples and methods established tor other assets belonging 
to the people will also apply to the property of kolkhozes, 
sovkhozes. and consumer cooperatives 





FBIS-USR-91-012 
9 July 1991 


The legal meaning of the concept of “indivisible fixed 
assets of kolkhozes and of the consumer cooperalives is 
cancelled. 

2. The rights won by citizens in view of their certified 
employment ino kolkhozes, sovkhozes, and consume! 
cooperatives are viewed as equal to the mghts derived 
trom employment in other branches of the republic's 
national economy 


3. The property of kolkhozes, sovkhozes, and consume! 
cooperatives will be privatized in the form of shares at 
special auctions as a single patrimony complex. The type 
of ownership of the assets of kolkhozes, sovkhozes. and 
consumer cooperatives may not be altered by exchanges 
In nature. 


4. The unsold shares of kolkhozes, sovkhozes, and con 
Sumer cooperatives after the privatization of all of the 
people's assets will be transferred tree of charge to the 
legal successors of the kolkhozes, sovkhozes. and con- 
sumer cooperatives and will not be transterred to state 
property, 


S. Workers of kolkhozes, sovkhozes, and consumer coop 
eratives will receive their share of the people's property 
for the purpose of establishing farms in accordance with 
the general principles of privatization through auction 
Citizens can secure the necessary capital (in cash) tor 
procuring inventory and property in this case by selling 
their shares to public agricultural enterprises. on the real 
estate market, or through a bank mortgage 


6. Land procurement by public agricultural enterprises 
and private farms will occur in keeping with the MSSR°s 
land legislation 


Article 11. Privatization of the Assets of Enterprises 
and Organizations Whose Holders Are Outside the 
Republic 

|. By developing the theses of the MSSR Sovereignty 
Declaration, the present bill extends the principles and 
methods of privatization of the people's property to the 
property of enterprises and organizations whose holders 
are located outside the republic 


2. Citizens’ rights derived for their legal length of service 
In enterprises and organizations whose holders are out 
side the republic will be viewed as equal to the rights of 
the citizens emploved in other branches of the republics 
national economy 


3. The privatization of such enterprises and 
tions will be carned out by sole patrimony complexes 
along the line of the general principles through shares 
Shares not sold at auction after the completion of the 
privatization of the people's property will be transterred 
Into State property 


OrgpaniZa 


4. The mghts and responsibilities of owners located 
outside the republic over enterprises and organizations 
located in the MSSR will be regulated by the status ot 
each one of these enterprises and organizations 
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Article 12. Privatization of People’s Property Located 
Outside the VISSR 


The conditions and method of privatization of assets 
belonging to the MSSR people and located outside its 
territory will be regulated by agreements and contracts 
signed with the competent bodies of the sovereign repub- 
hes and states on whose territory the assets of the MSSR 


are located 


Article 13. Privatization of People’s Assets Governed by 
Nonstate Enterprises 


| The wealth of people's assets governed by nonstate 
enterprises. (Cooperauives. small enterprises 
lions. concerns, ete.) will be subjected to privatization in 
accordance with the general principles and conditions 


established under the present bill 


ASS( wld . 


‘ 


Phe value of such assets will be included in the ledger 
price of the patrimony complex in which the nonstate 
included) The sum total of the stock 


issued for this: patrimony complex also includes the 


enterprises were 


Value of the share assigned to the nonstate enterprises 
+ The provisions of economic contracts signed between 
the bodies in charge of the people's assets and nonstate 
enterprises referring to the sale. free ulliization. or any 
Other torm oof ahenation of assets belonging to the 
people s enterprises will be viewed as null and void 

$ The legal successors of people's assets will take pos- 


session and use of the wealth belonging to the assets in 


question and previously transterred to nonstate enter 


prises and may dispose of it 


The State Property Fund and its bodies will contribute to 
the mpl mentation of this right by the legal SUCERESSOFS 
S. The People S assels placed at the disposal of nonstate 
enterprises as sole patrimony complexes will be prepared 
for privatization and wall be made private by the State 


Property Fund on the basis of the general principles 


physical persons—ot nonstate entet 
quire the people's asset that was previously 
allocated to them by participating in the auction and 
> therr own BPN tor the asset in question 


6 The property of nonstate enterprises created after the 


i } i 
Signing otf the contract whereby the people s asset was 
PIVEN TAG sem lol He put up for privatization 


Article 14. Privatization of the Property of Political 
Parties and Vlass Organizations 


| The po al parties and mass organizauons may take 
{ Ollective) DOSSESSTON ()] the property PresvtOUSIN 
assigned tor therr use on the basis of the principles and 


conditions envisaged ino the present bill tor assets 


rship of tt property ot 


nizations will be changed 


within the tramework of special auctions by the solc 
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patrimony complex. The present bill does not envisage 
additional limitations concerning the participation of 
citizens in such auctions 


3. Shares of the property of political parties and mass 
Organizauions purchased at auchions by citizens who are 
not Members of the political parties and mass organiza- 
Lions in question may be redeemed by their leaderships 
on the real estate marked atter the normal completion of 
the privatization 


4. Shares of the property of political parties and mass 
organizations not aucuioned off atter the completion of 
the privatization will be transterred tree of charge to the 
leaderships in question, provided they are legal 


S. The property of political parties and mass organiza- 
tions that ceased their activities betore the beginning oft 
the privatization or during it wall revert to the State 
Property Fund 


Chapter IV. Concluding Theses 


Article 1S. Social Guarantees for Citizens Without 
Legally Certified Length of Service 


| Citizens over the age of 1S who could not hold legally 
certified employment because of having to take care of 
two or more children. will be allocated BPNs in the 
amount corresponding to the entire childraising period 


In calculating the amount of the BPN tor ciuzens who 
stopped working in order to raise two or more children 
the period in question will be added to their uninter- 
rupted length of service 


Article 16. Social Guarantees for Invalids and Orphans 


|. In calculating tor the purpose of BPN allocation the 
uninterrupted length of service of ciiizens who stopped 
working in the wake of traumas or physical impairment 
suffered on the job. the period between the time they 
stopped working until pension age will be included if the 
ciuzen has come of pension age. or the pertod until the 
issue Of BPNs if the citizen is not of pension age 


Citizens handicapped since childhood. who did not 
hold employment. and orphans who became |S during 
the period of privatization will be allocated BPNs in an 


amount equivalent to five vears of employment 


Invalids since childhood who had employment will be 
allocated BPNs in normal conditions 


Article 17. Special Guarantees for Workers at Assets 
largeted for Privatization 

Ihe social guarantees tor workers employed at assets 
targeted for privatization will be decided under the 
legislation concerning the employment of the MSSR 


population 
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Article 18. Guarantees for and Protection of Property 
Rights 


1. Citizens who in the wake of the privatization won the 
right to own. dispose of. and use a Share of the people's 
property in the form of stock will become legal succes- 
sors to the property rights and will be responsible tor the 
financial and other obligations of the privatized enter- 
prise trom the moment of their registration as co-owners 
as per regulations 

2. The methods of changing assets belonging to the 
people's property privatized in other torms of organiza- 
tion (public company, state public company. ete.) will be 
regulated by the MSSR State Property Fund and the laws 
in effect 


3. The state guarantees the implementation of all avail- 
able opportunities and means in order to protect the 
citizens rights to Own. use. and dispose of property 
obtained in the wake of the privatization 


4. The state guarantees equal conditions tor protecting 
the citizens’ ownership rights 
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Article 19. Legal Consequences of Privatization 


|. After the completion of the privatization process, the 
concept of “people's property” wall lose its: legal 
meaning 

2. The allocation of property to citizens in the form of 
shares exempts the state trom legal obligations to pro- 
vide them with paying employment 


3. The state executive bodies forfeit their right to dispose 
of and use the assets subjected to privatization 


4. Property acquired by the state in the wake of the 
privatization will be run and managed by the state 
executive bodies in line with its budget interests 


Article 20. Manner of Implementation of the \ISSR 
Bill on Privatization 

At the date of entorcement of the MSSR law on privati- 
zation. the legislative acts in effecton the territory of the 
republic which do not come into conflict with the present 
bill will remain valid 


[he draft Pi wads MITTEN Py NOPLST | 
adviser at the MSSR Ministry of National Economy 
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foxt) Phe Russian parliament has started to discuss the 
third reading of the draft law on privatization. Are we to 
ourselves have created over several 
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RSESK Law on Niilitia 


(NI OE Moscow ROSSTYSAIDLOAZEL | 
Russian lo Mav Yl pp 23 


lest ot Russian Soviet bederated Socialist Republi 
Paw On Moalitiae | 


[bent 
Section TL. General Provisions 


Article Lo \iilitiw in the RSESR 


| Nii the RSESK is a system of state organs ot 
ive power Which are called upon to protect the lite 
healt vhts and treedoms of citizens, property. and 
heount Isof socrety and the state from criminal and 
1 Noval intringements and which are given the right 
| | MC aASUECS 
|| part of the RSESR Ministry of Internal 
v1 


\rticle 2. The Militia’s Tasks 
’ the militia s tasks 
personal safely of Cluzens 


ind stopping crimes and administrative 


yu der and ensuring public satet 
the limits established by this Law 
A nlerpyr INshitulions. organi 
i Hons to exercise there legal 


harved with other tasks only by law 


\rttcle ) The Principles of the Militia’s Activity 


Lructured in accordance with the 
humaniscn respect of human 
} } il yur }) ty] 

Th i i perhormn 


\rticle 4 the begal Basis of the \Miilitia’s Activity 


} Law | i\ mad lega 
pul \| L pi RSI SR 
r peo 
rt | \ i} { 
not 
| iV 7 ine law 
| SSK «al } ' 
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Article S. The Militia’s Activity and Citizens’ Rights 


Phe militia protects a person regardless of his ciuzen 
ship. place of residence Hnancil or othenal 
posion, race OF Nationality. sex, ape. education. lan 
guage. reliprous beliefs. oF political and other beliets 


SOK al 


The militia is prohibited trom resorting to treatment 
which degrades a person's dignity 


Any restriction of the citizens: rights and freedoms by 
the militia as tolerated only for the reasons and in the 
manner directhh ensvistoned by the law 


Whenever a militia associate restricts a cilizen’s rights 
and freedoms, he must explain to him the rec son and the 
occasion of this restriction as well as bis rights and 


Obligations which arise im connection with a 


Ihe militia offers persons arrested the opportunity to 
realize the right to legal aid which as established by law 
at ther request (or when a minor is arrested. on a 
compulsory basis) informs ther relatives and the admin 
istration at ther work place of school and when neces 
sury takes measures to give them preliminary medical 
aid as well as to climinate a threat to anyone's tit 
health. or Properly Which ares as a resull Of these 


Persons arrest 


Ihe militia does not have the right to divulee informa 


hon regarding adocitizen personal lite which discredits 
his honor and dignity or may damage his legal interests 
unless performance of duties of pustice demands other 


WIS( 


Article 6. balisting Other Associates of the Internal 
Affairs Organs to Perform the \iilitia’s Lasks 


Associates of the RSESR Ministry of Toternal Attar 
who are not militia associates may be enlisted to perform 
the militias tasks from the moment and in the 
determined by the RSESR minist fHonternal attairs dn 


manne 


that rt th bylig stacory mal Tull mal ‘ ant ‘ 7] 
legal and social protection as 0 iS the accountabilit 
ChVIS oned lor miuhitta a i! Vlend | 1] 


Section TL The Organization of \iilitia in the RSESR 


Article 7. The Militia Svstem and Its Subordination 
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republics who are appornted and discharged: trom thy 
post by the Supreme Soviets of The republies with apres 
mentot the RSESKR minister of mternal athares 


I) KEUVS 
the cies of Moscow and Leningrad. the militia 


Oblasts. gutonomous oblast) and oktups. and 


managed hy the chiets of the WUMINISTEHOnS (Ob Wainy 
Kdmunistrations) of internal athairs of the ispolkoms of 
nat MOVICKS Of peopl ‘ deputies Of the krays. oblhast 

aulonomous oblasts and okrugs. and the cit vf 
Moscow and Leningrad who are appommted by th 
RSESR minister of internal affaires with the agreement of 
Ihe aspolkoms of the appropriate sovuets of peopl 

deputies and with subsequent ratification at the session 


iV citi and cus ravons. the mialitha is managed 
yy UMN hets of departments Cor administrations) of 
mternal atlas of the ipolkoms of rayon. city. or cat 
Is of peoples deputies appointed by th 
ministers of mnternal attares of the republic Which oat 
pa fihe RSESR and the chiets of the admuinisteat 
(orm administrations) of internal attairs of kea 
DiastS autonomous oblasts and okrugs. and tt 
\I \ and Leningrad with tl wreement of tl 
pom yin IPpPropriale soOvprels oF peap depul 
" ‘ ) ratitioatwor i! 7 j 
priate chiets of administrations and 
ta im RSESR Minists 1 int 
\ " 1} 
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Article & The Criminal Militia 


deputies ot thy i} pra | HVVVTINE al 
eran iy] i} 14 put) 14 ! hic oor thy Wierd Tame 
Patt 
| } | 1 i PVE Pda | | inal 
Wyant) i iy] Mead | ped 
Wom ab DN The nyast | il | | | pub 
hes which are partot the RSESR an Lil 
hdonestiation Oot Tbe TORRReE | | | Anh 
iHhams ofkrays. oblast rihOnon 1 >} yi 
mad tl hh i NI \ dl { 
i] . | \) | | ! i) | bait 
Pyrat 
1h) 1) | | | | i i i! 
j } i j , 
vp yyy Woop) i | | i 
| | | RSE S| { ’ 


Article Yo The Public Safety \Tthitua the Local \bulitua) 
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NS 
additional number of publig safety matithe 4) ia ty ana ong 
nilitiad) subunits using the capital of ther own bud) 
i | ( } ( «| | al | all i! | 
|} Cabion reorpanizabion und climination ot pul i)! reat liga 
veh militia docal militia) subunits maintained througl 
j , , | | , 11 i 
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Section Hl Obligations and Rights of the \iulitea 


\rtiicle TO. Obligations of the Militia 
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substances taken trom civilian turnover which the cit 
zens have without special authorization, store the own 
erless property and resolve the question of ther future 
ownership on the established basis 


*S) ulslize the means of transportation of enterprises 
Institublons, organizations, public associations, or ci 
gens. other than those belonging to diplomatic, consular 
or other missions of foreign states or international orga 
niZabvions or special-purpose means of transportation, to 
reach the site of a natural disaster and take ciluzens who 
need emergency medical aid to medical institutions, to 
pursue persons who have committed crimes and take 
them to the police station, as well.as to transport persons 
injured during accidents on means of transportation and 
reach the site of the accident or where the militia 


personnel are assembled on alarm in urgent situations 


ind when necessary prevent the drivers trom driving 


Lhese Means 


Or official purposes: treely use communications 
means belonging to coterprises. institutions. organiza 


IONS publie associations, oF CHuzens 


‘O) obtain intormation tree of charge trom enterprises 
OTpaniZations, tnstitutions. or citizens. with the excep 
lion of cases where a special procedure for obtarmming that 


nformation has been established by law 


4} ) use the potential of the mass mnformation media tres 


of Charge to establish the circumstances of crimes as well 
as the persons who committed them and to search tor 
PCrso vho have evaded interrogation. investigation. of 
th url and massing persons 
>) onhlist citizens to cooperate with them consent 
MNoUn rewards tor help in detecting crimes and 
inresting persons who committed them. and pay them to 
{ ns and organizations. encourage citizens who hay 
helped the militha perform other duties entrusted to it 
Section IV. The Militia’s tse of Physical Force, 
Special Means, and birearms 
Article 12. Conditions and Limits of Use of Physical 
berce Special Vleans, and Firearms 
hha has the right to use physical to i 
) cif ' i! WO ' mination mal sy 1) ref 


\1 ot , ASSO i? must nck ro special tramuny ' \A 
as penrods HeckS on ther fitness for ackhons au ond 
vi\ ny thy sy cy? physi 1 fey al | '? ir) 
tf rT 
. y} ‘ } ral +p ) ' mal f very 
} 
! | iS il YUN cf thy ' Ving 
VE ryan yf thy iT) rt ' fey +} , i 
‘ \ \ it tag + 1 ») ' ' ’ he ; 
' s} thy ‘a 





KBIS-USR-91-012 
9 July 1991 


where delayed use of physical toree, special means, oF 
Hirearms creates a direct threat to the lite and health of 
ciuzens and militia associates and may involve other 
serious. consequences or when such a warning ts 
improper or mampossible as the situation has taken 
Shape 


depending on the nature and degree of danger of the 
Violation and persons who committed it and the force 
of the resistance being made, try to ensure that any 
damage caused in doing so is minimal 


provide persons who have recernved bodily injuries 
preliminary medical aid and intorm their relatives as 
soon as possible 


inform the procurator of all cases of death or wounds 


Phe use of physical force, special means, and firearms in 
excess of authority entails responsibility established by 


La 


Article 13. The Use of Physical Force 


Militia associates have the right to use physical torce 
including combat tighting techniques, to stop crimes and 
administrative offenses. arrest persons who have com 
mitted them, and overcome resistance to legal demands 
i nonviolent methods do not permit them to perform 


the duties entrusted to them 


Article 14. The Use of Special Means 


Militia associates have the right to use special means at 
the militia’s disposal in the following cases 


1) to puard against attack on citizens or militia assoct 
i 

to stop resistance to a militia associate 

4) to arrest persons caught while committing a crimy 


against ite. health) or property and trying to hide 


4) to arrest persons where there is sufficient reas 


suppose that thes intend to offer armed resistance 


yt tak 


ind vuard arrested person as well as persons subject: to 


arrested persons to the militia station, escort 


idministrative arrest and those imprisoned under guard 


\} ther behavior they give reason to belreve that 
ma scape or do harm to those surrounding them 
thems Or resist a maiblttia associate 
Oy) to ts buildings. spaces, structures, means of trans 
proortatrayr md plots of land seized 
lo StOp mass ts and group actions which disrupt 
4 h ' ty iT) }) 11 OMMunreations COLCEPEIS « nl 
' . ' '{ iT rath mwmyN 
‘ pn i! YT transportation whose driver hast 
‘ ‘ dot} fomoand fthe meclitta associate to st 1) 
fentity persons who has ommitted con 
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Article 16. Guarantees of the Personal Safety of an 
Armed Nislitia Associate 
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When a militia associate is show'ng his tirearm while 
arresting a person and the person attempts to approach 
him, in doing so reducing the distance which the asso 
crate has indicated, or to touch his weapon, the militia 
associate has the right to use the tirearm in accordance 


with point ft part lot Article 1S of this Law 


Section V. Service in the Militia 


~ 


Article | Ihe Militia Associate 


Ymilitia associate is a person who occupies a post in the 


militia to whom a special rank has been assigned tn the 


Article 19. Hiring and Discharge of Militia Associates 


Citizens of the RSFSR who are at least 1S but no mor 
than 35 years of age, regardless of their nationality. ser 
social position, religious beliefs, convictions. or mem 
bership in public associations, and have at least s 
ondary education and in terms of their personal and 
practical qualities, physical training. and state of healt! 
are able to pertorm the duties entrusted to the milit 
have the right to enter militia servic 


Citizens who have or have had a conviction cannot be 
hired tor service 


manner established. The list of special ranks of militia Vacant posts in the militia are filled by 
ssociates and the procedure tor conterring them ts individual contracts 
establis ) RSESR Supreme Soviet 
For a person entering the militia a probationary py a 
In affirming their powers muilitta associates are issued trom three months to one vear is established 
+} yodentificat Naners and 9 hadve the estab. 
S papers and a badge of the estad on the level of training and the post which | . tak 
;, " , Persons subject to military service d 
S yht wways keep an DEECD 
; ; militia service. including students and letS In RSESK 
. Irm and sp il means after under 
, Ministry of Internal Attairs educationa Stitut , 
: which train cadres tor the militia 
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Article 20. Going Through Service in the Militia Students and cadets in RSESR MVD higher and sec 


dary special educationa stitutions which = train 
; ] \ d Ss ! ‘ fT ‘i 
militia SS Les iS We S Ul idministrators and 
. wed by the Statute on Service in Interna 
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Section VI. Guarantees of the Legal and Social 
: : Protection of Militia Associates 
P , 
Article 23. The Obligation Lo Fulfill the Legitimate 
Demands of Militia Associates 
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Articte a Ira ning of Nil fra \ssoctates 
Article 4 Necessary 1) fermse and } \treme Wecess {\ 
as Regards the Noilitia Associate SS Lctivities 
Article 28. U nacceptability of Interference in the Viilitia 
Associate Ss Lctivittes 
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Article 26. [he Militia Associate’s Testimony 


Article 27. The “Mlilitia Associate's Right to Legal 
Protection upon Discharge 
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Article 28. Militia Associates’ Right To UL nite into 
Professional Ll nions ( Associations) 
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Article 29. State Insurance and Compensation for 
Losses in Case of Death or Injury of a Militia Associate 
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Article 31. Provision of the Militia Associate with a 
lelephone and Spaces in Children’s Preschool 
Institutions 
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Article 32. Free Travel for the Militia Associate 
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ountability for Failure lo Observe the 
{(,uarantees of Legal and Social Protection of the Viilitia 
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Article 36. MMaterial- lechnical Support 
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Pyetihntate Party ofthe Ukraine!) which have the 

Parliamentary tact mplcmenting the CRP TT hte 
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Lb anftund Those who ha been Working of io oddrat 
. i, msauere fa locount ON State financing And att " 
7 iL r s needed both tor gathering informal ral | 
pout nly ing somiologica researct (nd w 1 po 
siihout saving. tt ts also needed in order to maintain 
ecdtack the democr. tic press” bulletir from 
) People’s Council, press-releas We will be forced | 
ppcal to the democrati public tor financial support | 
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letus have O00 rubles a nronth ot we 


diy RLeL in iT at ieant we sill NWiaave a | Pwaotths 7 | 


du 


LHyathy wht 


\oparent Til present stats Of atlaies stall suate the 


TPeeLelan’ 1 ih populace 
Wi have yest 
prove that society will not be able to climb out of its 


cl Managed to crack this mentality and 


poverty ibvery fehl people do not appear int We must 


explain that) working for themselves. entrepreneurs 
ofganize production i the interests of allot society. and 
while thy Puy takes thes also produce civ veh nds which 
the state can then distribute Personally. | see educa 
hhonal activities as the main task of all the new parties 
1] hoon sf) ATs abyh hound ar willing to compren ral thy 
information available to us today must sul convince th 
others-eonly then will there be real achievements in the 


public CONSCIOUSNESS 


The one and only cxample Bulgaria with its ten million 


yy op Spe we a SOOO 000) peopl out onto the streets 
during the time of the mass meetings, thatis, 40 percent 
of the population took part oin the political processes 
And in Av 
assemble only LOO. 20.000 people in the square On 
or cite the tact that 


the capit. Fis acity of functionaries, that is to say. thos 


with its §.000,000 people. we were able to 
can blame the “rotten intelligentsia 


whom the city feeds) Bul we cannot explain the situation 
by that alon 


kolk hos 
still control 


The nomenklatura class—plant directors 


chairmen, rectors of institutions and so on 
Ourtates Administrators of this rank are ready to restrict 
themselves to a guaranteed minimum, but are unwilling 
to take any risks. for thes are afraid that thes will not 
find their “niches” in new forms and structures. And so 
onsinced of the tact that a democrat 
places the highest value on knowledges 
ind skilled labor Naturally. there will be much more risk 
and stress in their work T think that for this category of 
people the problem of property and freedom is quite 
important 


they must be 
markel societs 


\fter all. the degree of freedom ts largely determined by 
the measure of property Not only the ability to buy 
something. but also the real opportunity to rest. take a 
trip. see the world and learn about it. ultimately depend 
not so much on one's “rights” as composed on paper. as 
much ason the availability of assets. The majority of our 
people carn only enough to maintain their family and to 
cover their mortal flesh. We arc practically deprived of 
the true joys of life. The state must return these things to 
the people—by means of property 


Removal trom state control [razgosudarstvlenie| is not 
merely the idee fixe of the democrats. itis a vital 
necessity for evervone who wants to possess the simplest 
and most ordinary elements of freedom 
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er alsa pul print hylan 1} i j chillie ull thane 


Hon period followed po the pron of whih the press 
dusl\ acl poral changed holtmioalh | i the tate of thy 


| hrain hoy endure unital sucll cuit } ral 


IPilenko] f Htil now the Ukraine bas taken this or that 


palhoon the Dasis of changes i the Conn She did not 
have an Mmdependent ctv und well fot fave vb tte 
state Duilding process is fot tinal ompleted And 
ve hie reuson the economy preann ify preaeyeal Laisa Tf 1a is 


removal from state control on the political plane state 
hood for the republic and independence are paramount 
In essence this is also removal of property trom stat 


control by the central authorta 


[Pogorclos a] But th | word Stulelieonnd cver dus 


consciousness, brings to mind the simphisti thought 


that. since the state is the apparatus of repression, then 
what difference is it whose apparatus itis. the central of 


our own, local onee<it will repress me all the same 


Ihilenko] Well | TiLiLe) ae sith that That oo thre 
formulation which Lenin proposed at the time when the 
question was one of seizing power Bul we know other 
ck hinitions as well bor CNP thi Tail is tbe nsatru 
ment by which society organizes itself Thos namely 
self-organization. There have always been. there are. and 
will continue to be tunctions—and not only the repres 
sive or fiscal functions, which the state must assume tor 
itself at various levels of government transportation 


communication. science. defense health-car 


Incidentally. there is also the following definition the 
best state i one that a liven remembers only once a 


year when paying his taxes 


[Pogorelova] Our parhament. when discussing the con 
cept of a constitution. was simply unable to. assume 
responsibility tor self-organization) The decision to hold 
a referendum on the most important questions—1s this 
not an attempt to transter ats responsibility to the 


pre ple , 


[Filenko] Frankly. [see a referendum as an opportunity 
to conduct the kind of educational work of which LT spoke 
earlier 
democracy. tor it politicizes a societ 


And in the best case. a reterendum is a school of 


ihe rele ndum 
bul the democratic forces will be able to achieve self 


Iwill not assume to predict the re: 


realization in the preparations tor it 


‘ 


[Pogorelova}] Quite recently, one could still hear our 


people saying. “Alas. we do not have a Yeltsin 


[Filenko}] And they 
when the conditions are rips 
happened in the Ukraine 
He is an apparatchik who has mutinied One of the first 
io try to smash the system. he 
populism and struggle with the party apparal Today that 


are Sull saying that. A leader appears 
Apparent! 


As tar as Yeltsin is concerned 


that has not vet 


ontinues to :ide a wave of 


iS NO longer cnough 





HIS ESR OLOD? 
WN LC ARAINI Y duly 1OO4 


| 0 ' ' } an | \ ' ; } | sitll i! it i ' ; }’ 
' | il | j } ' | adua | i i | ! ! i] i | ity | 
| 1 shil 





AY " , ' hy YT 
{| | { i hu oT} dew he i Palen iyi ho the i} i 
tate hea Wau ita \| foal Hedped pu ar 1 ty , | 
|) I< Na the den ms remain den ] it Mul the Gey } in 

ral i i i} ‘ 1 the’ tata he puly Tt i " i ( ' 
looselied 1 her dem poops Tih Praterprise adm tral sorkiny | 

if ihyh | pureed to tipht tot uth watl VHS tdea | Kilt ! NIN 
i} ( PSI Ma 1 tl Nhathkel mad ou 1h ttl if Trial is] ! itl 
lon , / { Hit t} inh hana | 
‘ ly i i} Qorth ij 

1 Tw he Vod although tl Hother ih (onl 1 haarad the tat Lal Tih, 

i | | ’ | ! | J rity ! f } } til ij \ Wii | lolded 
if J ral | J | pel i] 1 th mad wal tii tl ! i] / | ! in 


here at I ina i| AL | { 
\! | i ‘a i l kro | | ! ilread i] 1} } | les ! | i Tali | 
! | ij ma of Stated dd We ha i] ped a ! { | ming th 
i | \ 1 | | if rary j | nled ana iT } | j al ! | 
Hi that ow \ t attracted f | ! AL ita aL | hi 
i t they presents | ndicate. wea | ntib Vind the ( 
’ ’ 4 i i L | | ; ? i al " if ! }) 
Gg ‘| nf Wwroga mssun 1] | Mon Progra | led ita 
given on | | ' mmon problen republics w pin fraternal ran | Ut 
1} ‘ k ! wl ’ fyeta ne will ip ' ral " " L that ‘ (| ; 
il orga I lents thought that they « mery 11) then 4 ( 
1? Na ! bart? Mik! Vitching fron } Voth 
femocratie d lo the national has 4 | 
} is! i | TT Ny ‘ , j 
} 1) 
| ‘ ; ; ;’ i 
I! ' ; ; ! ; ! ! ! / | | ; 
{dutw } / j ! ! i! iim tl i 1] j } 
he f b ‘ ‘ { af ry 
j 
; 1) i} ‘ ; 
}’ " i , yom / 7? \| ! H K | \ if 
1 possi 1 Independent’: Democrat Hthe poy 
l kro i! I Trad ru | i ‘ } D / 
Te \ \ | | 1? \ 1 ! ! } | | 
nan i" I } tf i \! Ll alraid of get \ 
} han, ‘ ‘ ; » i. ‘ i pr 1 ‘ ‘ }’ ‘ " 1) 
+) ; ‘ , ; ) " ; | | ; ‘ , } 
mal ’ | ry , 
} 


+} 4 | ‘ \1 bt hy } " ‘ 1 vt} 4 ‘ ; ‘ 
] ’ ' 
, } 
} , ’ ins y i b i ' | ni } 
nal ' } ; \ TAL ' \ ! h | > in 
P (4 } I rating ’ } | } if I |? ‘ , 1} } ; i ‘ 
’ ; | ’ ‘ \ ! , hor " ' Ny ’ r ’ ; ’ ii be ! \ [ \ 
arta fury \ ‘;  ) } ‘ : } | i | 
‘ | . 
ldor | {Maka hs per i gua i boob 
Rut ’ ' '’ ryolwerr that? Vriag wot ; nal \ \] ; " ’ 











PHIS- UL SH-OELOT) 
Y July 1991 


Palermo] As 
heme ot legislative. executive and pudiciual we 

ey to have forgotten the fact that the power of the 
CPSt and CPE Central Committee. which combine in 
themselves all these forms. has not vel pone away any 


WE EPPOLLON POWeF TA dee ordance with the 


ETASSHE EES 


hus been concemed and bull as a society 
wilh a powerful executive authorty. whieh has the 
and the material resources, plus the capability of 
taking decisions on ther disposition. The judicial and 
powers have been simply window-dressing 


(dual mht 
weshe’\ 


rt pishats 


The present parliament has managed to “seize” part of 
the power, but the government, andthe Central Com 
This combination of the 
ontroticr ot the material assets and the main ideologue 
hus been implemented through the cadres. The Central 
Committee placed its cadres in the Council of Ministers 
dtter has fattened the Central Committee. As we 
seccunconmection with the formation of anew cabinet 
vers thing remains as before with respect to the cadres 
The present parliament too, whieh includes 300 commu 
yectively unable to take power from it 


Mittee still hold) most of at 


rrvad the 


nists 4 


Vnd taking into consideration the fact that there is stl 
Pasios s cabinet and the CPSU Central Committee, the 
powerotour cabinet, according to this outline, reverts to 
Ihe Center 


When Pokin was elected. he garnered about 330 votes 
Thismeans that he was supported by the opposition as 
well inthe hope thatthe Premier would conduct a policy 
more or less independently of the Center, His most 
mr nti steps testify to the contrary 


\\ shatotit’ We learn trom our mistakes. According 
foo unwritten political law. the opposition does not take 
formation of a government cabinet without 
roundtable” first Our “roundtable” was not 
held. soo tet the majority form a cabinet and bear full 
moral and political responsibility for it 


part r) thie 


hold ne a 


In forming the present cabinet, we corrected our mis- 
take The opposition refused to participate in this pro- 

ssosin Lis impossible to place in the cabinet people 
and programs which suit us. without a legal basis as we 
understand it 


iPogorclova] The documents of the All-Ukrainian Strike 
Committee [VS] spoke of the fact that the People’s 
( ouncil must be prepared to assume full responsibility 
inthe Ukraine. it the VS is dispersed. Are 
sou prepared tor such a turn of events’ 


fave thy Poesy 


iPilonko} Responsibility is possible only when one has 
power We have already lived through a period in which 
thes said that we are not struggling for power We are 
Because otherwise itis impossible to imple- 
cur programs But | must emphasize that if the 
democrats come to power, they will be able to maintain 
their hold on the situation only ina coalition 


Struggiing 


ment 
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[Pogoreloval Viadinir bilippovieh you work on the 
Human Rights Commission No doubt most of the 
complaints and the “tears of our longsuffering ciiivens 
wind up right here What sort ot real results have there 
been for the year’ 


lhilenko) On the whole the Commission was created 
becuuse the volume of international documents on 
Human rights is very great, although many of them have 
not been ratified, neither by the Union nor the Ukrain 
It is necessary to study all this and introduce iin our 
logislation—tirst of all, and secondly. this necessary to 
monitor the existing legislation trom the porntot view ot 
observance of human rights 


UU niortunately, in practice evervthing turned out to be 
much more complicated To the parliamentary majority 
Our citations of international law were insufficient The 
majority has pre-packaged counter-arguments— “the 
socialist option” our specitic situation, and so on 


Qin the other hand. your observation about tears and 
complaints is correct. In one quarter the Commission 
receives over 2.000 letters and appeals There are only 
seven of us on the Commission, since the Commission is 
“unpopular” Deputies prefer the agricultural or con- 
struction commissions, where they can hammer some 
thing out and achieve something. or, for example. the 
International Affairs Commission, That one has 25-30 
people. In other words. divide 2.000 letters among seven 
deputies, and do not forget that we have our own 
constituents as well) Buteven that is not the worst thing 


Our commission has no legally-established rights. There 
sno regulation or statute on wt. nor a law on the status of 
adeputy. The members of the Commission are trom the 
opposition, and the procuracy, the MVD. the court and 
the enterprise managers. all kick us around [ottutbaliy 
ayut], And that is where the problem lies 


But ina future democratic parliament, this will be one of 
the principal commissions 


[Pogorelova] Well, aside from the objective difficulties 
do the easy chair and the office have an effect on the 
people. who in their pre-election speeches declared war 
on bureaucratism. and cozy seats’ 


Although here too the 
In any case. even by 


[Filenko}] They do. of cours 
parhament is tar trom: unique 
simple division into deputies of the majority and the 
minority, they do not all “sit™ the same in their easy 
chairs. And if one takes an individual approach. | 
personally have serious complaints against certain of my 
colleagues in the opposition, whereas at the same time | 
have sincere and protound respect toward certain repre- 
sentatives of the majority 


But on the whole. a deputy’s chair is not a symbol of 
bureaucratism. This ts exhausting work, when a person ts 
himself deprived of not only the pleasant things 

relaxation and one’s tamily. but also the necessary and 
usetul—one's studies. | know people who work [&-20 
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[Pogorcloval But there as. after all tangible material 
COMpPensalion 

{| 1 Nhe] Davtipeatyl COP my Wipes, O90) PublES pon fos 
meals on catetertias and snack Pars. and for im all 
travels: My famaly us able to make ends meet. but thy 
household in the s inl 4 IS Hepler led PT do not pet to see 
my children but tor now my wite as bering patient bor 
eCvample, are three heart atlacks aoa years work a 


hormal price to pay for an “easy chain. fora person whe 


used to cnpawe Wn sport and did not Chnkn WW Wher Hie 


heart Was 

[Poporcloval There as a saying that politics i diet 
piaryie Whatus the dirtiest thing about it 

|| Henke Ihe conviction that the end justifies th 
means Th Wounscrupulous methods tor ach iT 
lor example. the peopl welfare. or Statehood for th 
C khraine r sovercignty—first of all compromus ma 
that means. destroy, these noble ends While one 4 
attracted b (he pum mad with all ats CONV py 
POHUCSUIS TRUS a RFIPpiINg, VCNtUresome game Cri 
hot cross these bounds Otherwise twill be the end t 
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Views of Fast. West Oblast Heads Given 
AIENINSGOT At) AOVMSOMOLSAOYT AN INDY 


\( mytrast y response to cor spond HIS Questions 
the Ukraine s tuture by AV RKRasvano, and VM Ct 
NONI 


[leoat| Is the Ukraine united in its aspiration to economic, 
political and national revival? Hlow high are the republic's 
chances of emerging from the crisis with the fewest social 
and moral losses’? This is the central theme of a contra 
view in which, thanks to our correspondents in Lugansk 
and Lvov, Petr Shevchenko and Yuriy Kril, the leaders of 
the soviets of the eastern most and westernmost oblasts of 
the Ukraine take part. Confrontation is prescribed them 
by geography also, seemingly, not to mention other pre 
conditions. The responses to the same questions adduced 
below are food for the readers’ thought as to what there is 
more of in the contrasts, to employ a dialectical defini 
tion—struggle or unity. So our interlocutors— Anatoliy 
Vasilyevich Kasyanos, chairman of the Lugansk Oblast 
Soviet and people's deputy of the USSR, and Vvacheslas 
VMaksimovich Chornovil, chairman of the Lvov Oblast 
Soviet and people's deputy of the Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, answer KOMISOMOLSKOY FE 
JZ NANIY A'S questions: 


1. Hiow do you evaluate the situation 
psychological 


political, economic, 
in your oblast by the year’s mid-point? 


\re vou expecting tt to stabilize or the crisis phenomena to 
intensify! ts there sulfictent wuthorty to the bands of the 
soviet vou lead for controlling the situation’ 

), The oblast soviets in bvoe and Lopansk have majorities 
with w different political ormentation. Could this create 
difficulties, given direct economime and cultural contacts 
between the saviets’ Are there any political, economic of 
other complaints agaist the “bast by the West) of vice 
versa Which should be stated publichy? 


1 Whatis sour attitude toward the idea of the lepishative 
enshrinement of the status of the governing party, which 
was proposed in certain speeches at the CPSU Central 
Committee (pal (1991) Plenum? 


4. Your attitude toward strikes, political mass meetings 
and demonstrations. Thas it changed over time and, if se, 
in what way? 


S The idea of the repional-autonomous division of the 
lL khraine into the Galicia region, the Krooy Rog 
Donetsk ond Crimean Republics... (the latter has already 
acquired autonomy status, for that matter) ts bruited in 
the press from time to time. Tlow serious and realistic do 
such ideas seem to you in the long term: 


Anatoliy Kasvanos: “lo Be Guided by Common Sense” 
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Speaking of th ryan Situat nents SE 1 
made r the tel PV ing S \ | yy TAG 
prod downturn Tt has cxatended to pra ys all 
branches of the economy Tn the past five months of this 
vcar alone production has dechned 3 percent The 
disintegration of cconomiuc relat S the disorganization 
of the consumer market. destruction of the tinan ind 
credit system and Onsequ ntl ad deterioratuo n the 
hfe of the popula ime ad CONSequens the V1 
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lo our way of thinking crvthing could et Labdie 
political and psy chological Channel it. at least iISNno 
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Sures pertaining tod tabil Lor {tt Onon ind 
transition to the market which are implemented: are 
decisive and well thought ul 
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\nd, finally, we ourselves should fundamentally alter 
many of our rooted ideas. For example, enhance the 
social protection of the population not as an automatic 
increase in subsidies and compensation but primarily as 
the creation of conditions whereby each able-bodied 
person may by his labor socially provide for himselt 


\nd in this sense the oblast soviet and the soviets locally 
today also have sufficient authority, That the exercise of 
the functions of power could be more effective were the 
soviets to have a precise legal foundation, primarily on 
questions of the delineation of the functions of owner 
ship. privatization and denationalization, is another 
matter 

2 Yes, this is a reality, Communists constitute the vast 
majority of our oblast soviet. Like the entire corps of 
deputies also, in Lvov Oblast included, most likely, they 
are guided in their work by common sense and the 
interests of the electorate 


And in this connection we see no grounds tor the 
confrontation of deputies of the two soviets— 
legitimately elected authorities. In addition, our oblast 
soviets have long-standing economic relations with firm 
historical roots. And today also products bearing the 
Lvov trademark enjoy authority in the Lugansk region. | 
believe that the diesel locomotives and mineral fertilizer, 
pipes and rolled ferrous metal products, sanitary engi- 
neering equipment and machine tools and other prod- 
ucts which we manufacture are known in Lvov Oblast 
also. These contacts need to be strengthened and devel- 
oped 

\s far as the “East's” complaints against the “West™ are 
concerned, IT believe that framing the issue in this way 1s 
not entirely proper. We should obviously be talking 
about evaluations of certain processes which are well 
enough known in both Lvov Oblast and ours. Thus, for 
example, it 1s difficult for us to agree with the quite 
high-handed and not always ethical attempts to “take in 
hand” the national consciousness of Lugansk people and 
interfere in and direct into a particular channel certain 
events occurring in the Donbass. The manifestations of 
political and ideological intolerance which are demon- 
strated from time to time in the mass media and also by 
individual representatives of Lvov Oblast calling in on 
us are evoking reyection among people also. 


Nor, obviously, can any commonsensical person take 
calmly the confessions of M. Glubysh, deputy of the 
Lvov Oblast Soviet and chairman of the Drogobych City 
Soviet, at a mass meeting commemorating the installa- 
tion of a stele in remembrance of fallen soldiers of the 
“Galicia” SS Division. We allow that his call for people 
to “mow down the Bolshevik scum” does not express the 
positions of the whole oblast soviet. But it would be 
wrong not to say that such speeches hardly contribute to 
the establishment of the contacts and mutual under- 
Standing between people which we so much need today 


3. If by this 1s understood a return to Article 6 of the 
Constitution, such attempts are, understandably. 


UKRAINE wr 


doomed to fail But if itis a question of the legislative 
cnshrinement of the mght of any party victorious al 
elections to form a government and determine policy 
(not ideology, as was the custom previously), this us a 
normal phenomenon characteristic, mcidentally, of 
many parhamentary republics 


4. Toa certain extent this question contains the answer 
also. Truly, many of us have traveled a difficult and, to 
be frank, painful path from a reyection and misundes 
stinding of mass meetings and demonstrations to an 
awareness that this is people's inahenable constitubional 
right 


In addition, a whole number of signs testifies that the 
mass-mecting “peak’ is passing. An increasingly large 
number of people recognizes that the existing problems 
should be solved not in the ardor of mass-meeting 
passions but by the normal parhamentary path and 
labor 


Strikes are a special subject inasmuch as this is an acute 
problem in our oblast. Lam protoundly convinced—and 
this is the opinion of the oblast soviet as a whole also, 
incidentally —that, granted all the pustice of the demands 
of many strike committees, strikes in the present situa 
lion are a disastrous way of solving emerging problems 


5. | would like ilexplained right away: Who ts stirring up 
the ideas of a division of the Ukraine’? These matters 
have not arisen at the level of our oblast soviet, at least 


On a theoretical level—tor study, discussion—this idea 
has some point, most likely. If, however, we proceed 
from the Declaration on Sovereignty and our aspira- 
tion—-mutual, | hope—to see the Ukraine a sovereign, 
strong and united state, on the practical level, it seems to 
me, this idea will hardly gain sufficient supporters 


And one turther point. It seems to us that in the process 
of formation of new state relations the highest wisdom of 
both the Supreme Soviet and the government should 
amount to a consideration of the particular features of 
each region. 


Vyacheslav Chornovil: “We Are Strong by the People’s 
Trust” 


1. | would not stipulate a particular condition— 
extraordinarily interesting, dynamic processes attecting 
all walks of life are unfolding. It 1s easier, possibly, listing 
the main characteristics of these processes and acknowl- 
edging that they are determined primarily by the inten- 
sifying economic crisis. | believe that the principal 
specific feature of Lvov Oblast, and of all of Galicia, is 
the varied directionality of sociopolitical and economic 
processes which has emerged. We have succeeded in 
democratizing social life and through the balancing and 
equilibration of the interests of various political schools 
in Stabilizing the political situation also. Only two small 
groups—the ultraradicals and the remnants of the once 
big oblast organization of the Communist Party of the 
U kraine—are attempting to wage war with us currently 
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Indeed. our assocition as now called the ALLE non 
Trade Enon \ssocmtion “Solidarity as resolved by the 
Phird Congress. whieh was held in Donetsk. In our 
such oa trade union structure as necessary an 
order to more quickly resolve social problems whieh are 
of continuous concern to hundreds of thousands of 
employees ia the nonstate economic sector Many of 
these problems have been caused by the clearly diserim 


pil oon) 


MNatory Measures oF offen structures with regard to the 


sphere of catreprencurship 


Lotus look at the recent increase of prices for goods and 
services. A genuine. i curtailed. system. of COM pensa 
Hhonsos being implemented in the country. However, the 
\tend to coopera 
small or jyornt enterprises. or tarmer 
operated farms. Having recenved no compensation, we 
ended up in the position of second-class ciazens. Dele 
gates trom the Kuzbass. Novporod, Diepropetros sk 
and other oblasts reterred to this at the congress with 


concern of the government does not 


tives, leased 


bewilderment and alarm 


This year one more income tan was introduced 
contributions to the retirement tund. Tt would be good 
for them to be deposited in the personal accounts of all 
employees as an additional source of financing for extra 
social welfare expenditures. However, these funds are 
transferred to an impersonal general fund. The people do 
not Know how the tunds are used. Our trade union does 
not intend to put up with vet another withholding which 
employees do not understand 


\tter all) Berdyansk delegate Ye. Lebed said. enterprises 
of the emerging business sector spend relatively higher 
Mmounts for social security, paving the same 26 percent 
of the wage tund but given higher salaries. Their people. 
as a rule. operate old equipment. use backward technol 
ogies, and this is why high earnings are attained almost 
universally by boosting the intensity of labor and 


extending shitts 


Phe congress expressed its aspiration to ensure the social 
protection of the trade union members in its Program oft 
Intentions and Actions. Itenvisages the establishment of 
a system of social security and social insurance of the 
employees of the entrepreneurial sector which is new in 
principle Scientists from the Scientific Research Insti- 
tute of the USSR Ministry of Finance. and other special- 
ists. Were used to develop it. Tt was resolved to prepare 
the draft of a tan system which is in-line with) the 
conditions of market relations at an optimal combina- 
tion of the interests of the individual. the enterprise, and 
the state 
Despite being young and. most importantly, lacking 
sizable financing. our trade union already guarantees 
additional social preterences tor employees. In. parti 

ular, the duration of paid child-attendance leave ts 
extended to three years instead of the regular 1}8-month 
term. Temporary disability benetits are paid at the rate 
of LOO percent if continuous labor tenure exceeds tive 


Vears Payments on. certificates of 


(instead of eight) 
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Lo onporary disability for part-timers are recommended 
bach emplovee and one family member are guaranteed 
vouchers for treatment and recreation at reduced prices 
with the payment otontly LO percent of the cost 


In the economire sphere, our program provides tor aiding 
small business enterprises and aid in providing equip 
ment, raw materials, and fuel tor them. A lot was said at 
ihe congress about the need for this. The trade union 
seeks to reduce to a minimum losses caused by the 
unlawful actions of state organs and officials 


The congress addressed an appeal to jointly develop 
proposals and dratt laws aimed at defending the rights of 
the working people, to the General Trade Union Con 
federation of the USSR and alternative trade unions of 
the country 


Kuel Oil Contaminates Zhitomir Oblast 


YIPSOQSSA Moscow LESNAYV A GAZE T tin Russian 
IS Jun Yi pl 


[Article by Vo Kuznechikov, LESNAY A GAZETA cor- 
respondent reporting trom Zhitomir Oblast: “Fuel Oil in 
the Preserve’ | 


{Text} More than 100 tons of fuel oil seeped trom an oil 
pipe-lioe which runs through near the village of Ignatpol 
7hitomir Oblast. The cause of the seepage is) sull 
unknown. A huge pool inundated the best mushroom 
and berry areas and portion of the forest: preserve 
Moreover, tor the past five years Ignatpol residents have 
been living ina zone contaminated by radiation because 
of the Chernobyl! AES accident. And now another eco- 
logical blow. Tt will apparantly be a long time betore 
Ignatopol residents again smell the aromatic pine torest 
The heavy odor of oi! products and the contaminated 
areas which have begun to decay now trequently 
emmanate from the forest. Not only human beings but 
animals and birds which have happened into the tuel 
oil-contaminated zone are in trouble 


lranscarpathian Religious Situation Viewed 
YIUENIGISA Atev MOLOD UKRAYINY in Ukrainian 


» 


23 Mav Yi ppl 3 


[Interview with Yefymiy. bishop of Mukachevo and 
l' zhgorod, by Vo Nytka, MOLOD URRAYINY corre- 
spondent, published under the rubric “Manuscript for 
the Reader: “Peace and Blessings U pon Our World’ ] 


[Text] 


|Nytka] Viadyko. we are living in difficult times. How 
would you, the highest spiritual leader in) Transcar- 
pathia, characterize them? 


[Yeftymiy] The times truly are tempestuous, and this 
disquiet has brought us first and foremost) political 
conflicts. Today everything 1s intertwined: both politics 
and religion. Political forces are meddling in religious 
affairs. And spiritual dissension 1s arising. We trust that 
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people will realize and understand everything and set off 
down the road of the Truth) We trustin the strength of 
the people 


The people will tind a solution to this present crisis 


[Nytha] We know that thes are beginning to restore hols 
pluces——the monasteries in irshayskys and Abhustskys 
Rayons How are they bering statted’ The readers would 
also like to know who ws worthy of being ordained a 
monk of a nun 


[Yetymisy] Sin monasteries were opened during 1990 in 
addition to the two operating monasteries. There are 
cightin the oblast in all Ot the newly opened monas- 
teres, the one in Horodslova (the city of Ahust) os tor 
men All the others are tor women 


‘ 


> women and |2 men have expressed 
a desire to be ordained. Where are they trom? Almost all 
are trom: Transearpathia. And T take some othe credit 
(he laughs) cight out of the 12 men are trom my home 
Village of Ropashnes 


Iniess than avear 2 


Iwill emphasize that the organizers of the restoration of 
the monasteries were those same monks and nuns who 
earlier were the residents of these same sacred cloisters 
but, of course. new women and men who had decided to 
dedicate their lives to God and to the people began to 
arrive right trom the start and renounced worldly and 
family lite 


Pvervone that arrives ata monastery is given aterm. [tis 
two to three vears. If he can endure the charter and the 
monastic rules, then he takes up the habit. after which he 
can no longer change his mind: up until that time he can 
leave the monastery atany time and there is no penalty 


[Nytka] For obvious reasons people. especially young 
people. Know almost nothing about the history of the 
establishment of Orthodoxy in our region. Thisis advan- 
lageous tor some people these days: alter all. itis easy to 
assert that it happened only with the establishment of the 
new power, even though our arrival occurred in ancient 
times under the jurisdiction of the Serbian Orthodo, 
Church 


[Yetymiy] Indeed. we sense that not only the young 
people but even middle-aged and elderly people know 
little of the history of Orthodoxy in Transcarpathia. And 
how should they know when it has been impossible to 
tind literature on this question tor the last four decades? 


Let us turn to the history. [should say that Saints Kyrvlo 
and Metodiy brought us an Eastern form of Christianity 
It was established in Transcarpathia 100 vears betore the 
acceptance of Christicnity by Kievan Rus: we are pres- 
ently celebrating the }}00th anniversary of Christianity 
In Our region 


Our opponents assert that Ayrylo and Metodiy were 
emissaries Of Rome. They did indeed visit the Pope. but 
they were seeking protection trom German Catholic 
priests in Moravia, there is a document in which the 
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Roman Pope torbids under threat of damnation th 
dissemination of the word of Grod in Slavonic. calling at 
o barbarian language But the holy brothers: paid no 
atiention. Ina letter to Metodiy in 8 ?4 Porn lol \V Ut 
CAPFESSES dissatisfaction with the latter s activities 
among the Slavs) “We have heard that you are not 
leaching the preachings of the holy Roman church 
Which was taught by the Prince of the apostles himselt 
and that you are leading the people into error We hays 
also heard that you hold the Holy Mass in barbarian 
fashion, thats to say ro Slavonic 


The remains of St. Meftodiy hein Velygrad. although no 
one Knows where. St. Ayrvlo is buried in Rome-—again 
no one knows where. The Roman popes did all thes 
could so that the Slavs would Know nothing about ther 
brothers trom Salonika 


Many old books testify that Orthodowsy existed in) bran 
scarpathia trom the very beginning. Orthodoxy and the 
polemic with Rome is described ino them Another 
example. The Kievan Metropolitan Isydor, who signed 
the union of the Greek and Roman Catholic Churches at 
the Florentine Cathedral in Constantinople. teared to 
return to Kiev and came to Carpathian Ruthenia where 
he wanted to find refuge. but he was driven trom here as 
well. But the most powertul proot is the very fact of the 
adoption of the unton in 1646 in Transcarpathia 


From this its clear that the union has an exact date tor 
its founding. And there is one More tact that is Known to 
few people: Dasvtey. the last Orthodow bishop of what 
was then Pranscarpathia, died at the Uholskis Monas 
terv in 1735 


The union suited the Austrian-Hungarian authorities 
and as a result they used force to compel people to 
convert tot. Any sympathy to Orthodoxy was punished 
This became especially apparent at the beginning of the 
20th century—remember the Maramoros trials of the 
Orthodox. And itis only during the times of © zech 
democracy that the Transcarpathian people were able to 
return to their ancestors’ faith, In 19822 an Orthodox 
diocese was formed which tell under the jurisdiction of 
the Serbian Orthodox Church 


The tollowing detail is of note. Emigres who came to oul 
region after the revolution in the Ukraine and Russia 
and there were not many of them—had their own 
church, In) Mukachevo there is the temple of St 
Mvykhavlo (presently in the U zhgorod museum). and in 
lL zhgorod—on the watertront there is the Pokrovskis 
temple. But the local Orthodoxy has no connection 
whatever with that of the emigres. Afterall, those settlers 
lived for the most part in large cies. As for the Uniates 
they spread propaganda to the effect that “the Russians 
brought Orthodoxy on their tanks. and it never existed 
here.” That is an unjust attitude toward the history of 
our region 


I must say that when Soviet power was established in 
Transcarpathia, it was militaristically atheistic and ot a 
Stalinist spirit. And it needed neither the Orthodox not 
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the Greek Carmhole churches. Bear in mind as well the 
political situation at that time Th as some people assert 
loday. Orthodoxy was truly initiated ino the region by 
White emigres. then Beria’s: people would have suc 
eceded in liquidating ttand its adherents forever Butat 
was a faith introduced many centuries ago. And no 
political winds have been able to shake its thousand:s ear 
At that time the 
authorities tried to uproot the faith and destroy the 


foundations and never wall be able to 
church in general 


lo do this they decided at tirst to climinate the Uniate 
diocese by reason of alleged ties with the West. caleu 
lating al the same time that the people would not go over 
to Orthodoxy and that religious faith as such would cease 
to ex stain’ Pranscarpathia. Naturally. no one has the 
bility to tear a religion out ot the people. The Transear 
yathian people are Orthodow by ther nature and history 
and in the forties the majority. of them went over to 
Orthodovy 


When our ancient region joined the Ukrainian SSR 
there was no sense tor the Orthodox diocese to remain 
under the yursdiction of the Serban Church—it placed 
itself under the Russian Orthodox Church 


[Nytka] In general, Vladvko. what kind of relations does 
vour diocese have with the CU niates? 


[Yetymuay}] Untortunately. ver: strained relations 
Because the Greek Catholics do not demonstrate toler- 
ance at all and seize temples by force. in the process 
threatening the Orthodoyn and calling them communists 
members of the KGB. ete. although those who quite 
trequenthy held party membership) cards—tormer 
teachers and even party workers—are now converting 
back to Greek Cathoheism: PE state that quite unequivo 


( ally 


Nonetheless. we sincerely expect that we will understand 
on. another and will seek peacetul solutions to. this 
comples situation 


[Nvtka] Presently the state is separated from the church 
here, but new times bring changes: The public’s tres with 
the sacred church. properly speaking. have never been 
broken (the official dogma and persecution in the past 
are another matter), and now they are growing stronger 
For example. in the great capital cities Sunday school 
classes and optional classes have already been created 
\s for affairs in the oblast. many parents would be 
sausfied to send their children to study the word of God 
as well 


[Yetymiy} The church is separated trom the state, but the 
church 1s the people. [tis another matter that the state 
Should not meddle in the attairs of the church and the 
church in the affairs of the state. We observe such a 
Situation during perestrovka and democratization. But 
We Support ties with the state—that is a natural phenom- 
enon 
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Phere are many such instances in the oblast. At present 
more than hall of the schools conduct religious classes 
predominantly in churches. In) Mukachevo, the priest 
conducts a class on the history of religron ina vocational 
training school The state does not intertere with char 
table work 


[Nytha] Vladyko, how 
ents of the Unite Chucch who state thatthe UKramian 
people are practically the only people in the world who 
cannoteven speak to God in ther own language’? And is 
the Russian Orthodox Church to blame tor thar 


would vou reply to those adher 


([Yetymaiy] Phe question is very timely and complex, and 
it arouses not only interest but often irrepressible emo- 
LIONS 


Historically at has happened that not only Ukramiains 
but also Russians, Serbrans, Bulgarians, Czechoslovaks 
and Belorussians praved in Slavonic. And therefore the 
Uhraiman Orthodox © hurch conducts divine services 
not only in Russian but also in Church Slavoni 


Ihe sermon as preached in) Russian in the Eastern 
Ukraine as well) There the church was attected by the 
pressure of Russification) under tsarism Ukramian was 
prohibited, and then in the twenties Russian was again 
the most respectable language. which has been the case 
literally until quite recently. And the church—oppressed 
and persecuted—should not be blamed tor this. The 
cause lies elsewhere. After all. all of the spiritual litera- 
ture, the seminaries, and the academies were exclusivels 
Russian-speaking. Only very recently almost two million 
copies of Ukrarman Bibles were distributed among 


believers 


[Nvtkha] A number of Ukrainians (Ruthenians) living in 
Eastern Slovakia and Romania—atter all. at one time 
they belonged to the tamily of counties and districts of 
our region—contess Orthodoxy. Does your diocese sup- 
port spiritual ties with them? 


[Yetyvmiy] We maintain ties. Although not such close 
ones perhaps. But we often travel to © zechoslov akia— 
recently we were in Presov, and a week ago we were in 
Romania and Suceava. We asked Siget (Romania) to 
permit. an Orthodox chorus to visit here) But as much as 
we might desire it, tes are not maintained ino such 
Instances 


[Nvtka] The colortul recollections of their ancestors 
concerning pilgrimages and processions of religious trav- 
elers to monasteries still live in the memory of the 
indigenous Transcarpathians. Wall this tradition be 
renewed? 


[Yetymiy] Indeed. it already has) Previously our people 
lhked very much to visit holy places. But as a result of 
obvious reasons that was prohibited during recent 
decades. People travelled by buses 


Now that tradition is beginning to be restored in Tran- 
scarpathia. The people gather in a village with a cross 
and banners and go to the monastery. Ifitus very far then 
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thes travel only the last one or two kilometers by toot 
and use transportation to get there 


Last year there were about 30 processions trom various 
Villages of the oblast to the Assumption of the Virgin in 
Mukachevo's monastery of St. Mykola 


[Nytka] Last year in Mukachevo there was a funeral tor 
the famous Bishop KRopolosvych. a professor and instruc- 
lor—a man undoubtedly well Known throughout the 
entire Orthodox world) How many) Transcarpathian 
bishops have there been and are there now? 


[Yetymiy] In addition to the aforementioned Bishop 
lonatan (Kop ch to laymen) and the late Bishop 
Kyryl. our seven birth to the following spirt- 
tual authorities” Metropolitan Dorotey, the head of the 
Czech Orthodox Church, Bishop Sava of Poltava and 
Kremenchug, Bishop Mark of Argentina and South 
America, and myself 


[Nvtka] What ‘ i d 


sion. 


sou wish tor our readers in conclu- 


vood will. more spirituality in lite 
rand tor glorification of God, and 


able to build the peacetul and 


then we wall together be 
happy society Which each person desires 


Religious Conflict Examined 


JTUNTGIOUM STITTERAUIUERNAVAGAZETA 

In Russian 19 Jun Vl pe 

(Interview with three religious leaders. as indicated 

below: “What Is Going On in the Western Ukraine?” ] 

(Text) Last vear alone some 4.000 religious commu 

nes wer rinted their leva atus in the Ukraine. Con 

rid , h j r i? ” ain (Ht) re v ( fa 

( l} (ara del Care C CAurch dla Are 

Cara i? Lid ePha is Orth OV CAUTC? renewed 

Nel’ a ‘ Re ( cle Cle? ihe R man Call 
Sevemth-D {iver \ Pente Vid dla a, val 

St TadT woh erga ] , ere created 


(From an Ul krintorm report) 


And so, the USSR Law on the freedom of conscience and 
religious organizations has been implemented; and is not 
the Ukraine the best example in this respect? 


It is all the more lamentable that the first genuine 
democratic gains, which removed many years of confusion 
and trouble from our consciousness, now are reminiscent, 
alas, of a genie released from confinement. And, you know, 
it is not at all because of religious dogmas—as was the 
case in olden times—that disputes are now being waged by 


the churches which have obtained their freedom, by their 
pastors and believers. Lhe “New Religious War” is more 
a reflection of the inter-ethnic conflicts which have 
engulfed our state. 
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We now offer the floor to clergymen from the three 
churches which nowadays have involved the Western 
Ukraine in a gravely serious internecine dispute. 


A third’ Church? An Interview with Filaret, 
Vletropolitan of Kiev and All the Ukraine, Dean of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church 


[Correspondent] Your Eminence, tirst of all) we would 
like to hear vour answer to the following question’ How 
has the new Law on Freedom of Conscience and Rel 
gious Organizations stimulated the development. ot 
church lite in the Ukraine? 


[Filaret] | would expand the tramework of sour question 
placing it within the context of the entire perestroy ka 
process which is taking place throughout the country 
The Millenium of the Baptism. ie. Christianization, of 
Russia undoubtedly became a turning-pointin the lite of 
the Orthodox Church. About 3.000 Orthodox churches 
have been opened in the Ukrarne pust during the last two 
years. The total number of our parishes now amounts to 
more than S.000. The restoration of old cathedrals and 
the construction of new ones have begun. Out of 25 
monastenes and convents, 16 have been reopened 
Theological seminaries are now operating ino Kies 
Odessa, and Volynia. and within about a vear we will 
open the Kiev Theological Academy. Atter celebrating 
the Millemtuum of the Baptism of Russia 
schools under eparchical. 1e.. diocesan, administration 
thes train readers and precentors. Moreover 
as the new law permits us to instruct children and all 
persons desiring the Word of God. we are opening 
church schools in the parishes 


Wi opened 


inasmuch 


[Correspondent] Does this attest to a revival of people's 
religiosity | 


[Filaret] Tt certainly does. Let me cite the tollowing 
figures: Out of the Ukraine's $2 million inhabitants, 35 
millon count themselves as believers in the Ukramian 
Orthodox Church. [tis indicative that during the last tew 
vears there has also been an increase in the number of 
baptisms. Nowadays. tor example. Kiev’s St. Vladimir 
Cathedral celebrates an annual averege of as many as 
8.000 baptisms of children and adults. plus more than 
1.000 weddings. Approximately 
baptsed last vearin Kiev. By the way. did vou know that 
there had been plans to turn the Kiev-Pecherskiy Lavra 
[Monastery] into a museum of atheism” This blasphemy 
was prevented by perestrovka. Moreover, the Kiev Ath 
late of the Atheism Institute has been completely shut 
down 


2S O00 persons Were 


[Correspondent] Ino short. the “schism” or “sphit™ 
between religion and atheism is gradually being over 
come—in favor of treedom of conscience and freedom of 
faith. But why. then. has the split: become so sharply 
delineated between the three churches in the Ukraine 


two of which came into being oniy quite recently” 


[Filaret] Democracy 1s, of Course, a positive process, but 
it has also engendered certain negative phenomena. In 
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our country democracy has assumed, to a certain extent 
akhind of universal permissiveness. The laws are inoper 
auveorimetfectiive This on this soil that there has arisen, 
on the one hand, a conthet with the Greco-Catholi 
(Uniate) Church, and, on the other hand, a split with the 
\utocephalous Church 


The Umiate Church already has a history of four centu 
ries. Tt played a patently negative role in the destiny of 
Christianity: instead of helping to unity the Christian 
churches, it aggravated their division and break-up 


Yes. we recognize that the Gireco-Catholhies, as believers 
who belong to the Roman Cathohe Church, have the 
right to profess their own beliets and to have their own 
parishes (one out of every three belrevers in the Ukraine 
isa Unmiate) But pust why, when the new law had barely 
gone into effect, did they proceed to an open offensive 
against the Orthodox Church? 


Asa result, our Orthodoxy Church has been deprived of a 
great many cathedrals. Previously we had three cathe 
drals in’ Ternopol and five in’ Ivano-Frankovsk, but 
wowadays we do not have a single one. We have priests 
and even bishops in these cities, but the people have no 
place in which (o pray and worship. In Lvov, where we 
used to have 1? cathedrals. they were all taken away 
trom us by force, including the St. Yury Cathedral and 
the Residence. And it was only due to our persistence 
that one cathedral was returned 


However, the new political torces, which had placed 
their main bet on reviving the Grreco-Catholie Church in 
the Western oblasts of the Ukraine, became convinced 
very soon that not such a large number of believers 
would return to that church’s bosom. And it was ther 
that they seized upon the “revival” of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Church as the “true national” church 


(Correspondent] The Autocephalous Church is the 
youngest one in this triangle. right? 


[Filaret}] Tt originated in 1919. but it was subsequently 
banned. It was not Orthodox believers who initiated tts 
present-day rebirth, but political, non-church torces who 
advocate separating the Ukraine from the Soviet Union 
These forces needed an Orthodox church which would 
That is why they rendered 
their support to both the Greco-Catholics and the Auto- 
cephalists, who, although they were trequently hostile to 
each other, proved to be united in opposing the Ukrai 
man Orthodox Church, the latter has retained its canon- 
ical ties with the Moscow Patriarchate. These speeches 
and actions took on an openly political nature. | repeat 
the Autocephalous Church was approved specifically in 
those places where the separatists, the extremist forces 
had come to power, and this is a characteristic of 
religious life in the Ukraine. In places where they have 
not broken through to power the “Autocephalous 
Church” neither exists nor is even mentioned 


sever all ties with Moscow 


[Correspondent] “Autocephalous™ means “autono- 


mous) oF 


“independent.” Please explain the following. 
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Your Eminence: What has changed in the status of the 
Orthodoxy Church in the Ukraine which you head up and 
which, until pust recently. was a part oof the Russian 
Ort, dow Church? 


[Rilaret] On 27 October 1990 the Archbishops’ Council 
of the Russian Orthogos Church granted auconomy and 
administrative independence to the Ukrainian Orthodon 
Church. The latter's own Synod itself clects and appoints 
bishops in the Ukrame, which—prior to this ime—was 
a prerogative of the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodon 
Church. And all our assets and tunds, right down to the 
last Kopeck, remain at our disposal But, while having 
administrative independence. we do recognize the pri 
macy of the Patriarch of Moscow and ALL Russia, and we 
have retained our canonical Ges with the other Orthodox 
Churches 


And now let us delve into some figures. As ot | January 
1991. the Ukraimiman Autocephalous Church had 1.043 
parishes, of which 1.033 are in the Galich region, and 
only LO in other territories of the Ukratne The Auto 
cephalous Church took parishes trom. the Ukrainian 


Orthodo, ( hurch only inthe GCralich re BION 


Moreover, in matters of faith and the 
divine service, Wwe have 
the Autocephalists. They. in turn, have the same diver 
gences of views with the Greco-Catholies that we do 
And so, just whatis this split about? In my opinion, itis 
clear that these two churches are united by the following 
political goal to drive the adherents of the “trads- 
ional.” “Moscow-centered) Orthodoxy out of the 
Western Ukraine 


language of the 


In general, no differences with 


[Correspondent] Nevertheless. can a path to reconethia 


tion be tound”? 


a patl birst of allo we must 


[Filaret]) There as such 
ll churches. And not only 


recognize the equal rights of al 
recognize them, but also carry out the laws involved. The 
State has recognized these rights and laws. now the local 
authorities must stand guard ov: 
And if any one of the churches is hampered or hindered 
as they were previously. then tensions will remain among 
all three of them 


them unwavering!s 


The Last Liturgy: An Interview with a Disgraced Priest 
of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church 


Ternopol Oblast— This was during the winter before last. 
\ Sunday service was scheduled to take place in the 
lroitsa | Trinity] Cathedral in Berezhany, located in the 
lernopol region. But this customary business was per- 
ceived by the Orthodoy priest, Ivan Vasilyevich Pilipish- 
inyy, on that day as a very severe experience. He walked to 
the service as if entering into mortal combat. Greco- 
Catholics had gathered around the church and inside, they 
intended to create a scandal and drive the Orthodoy priest 
out of there. Ivan Vasilyevich conducted the service in an 
unusually animated, “upbeat” style, and the U niates 
decided not to demonstrate. However, that liturgy in the 
lroitsa Cathedral turned out to be the last one for him. 
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Vn adherent of the LU hrainian \utecephalows Orthodes 
( horch, bather tan Pilipishin has not had a parish fora 
year ow. We had occasion to speak with this anemployed 
priest for the Theet Chine 
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( hurl ! 1] mins \4 } anh espn rian }urranyg 
i} ( etho Vutocephalous Church had 
thousand 1 | il ntl | khraine During the 144 
Itwasrep i it was falsely a iscd of hostile activil 
and of pat nv in the Ft nion tor the Liberation of 
the t kra | 1 ‘ shops and SOOO priests wes 
subiected | i i I hy lrumped up as sf tte 
I nion f liberatvor fithe Ukraine has now beet 
f ccd and 1 tut tl \utocephalous Church 
a! ! mp } Vi l paurthiipant na stall net 
7. Patact j f Pr \ ontinuec to ty 
mnt i» ‘ hy 1 th 1’ ") 
1} i, { atl { hy } ‘i The repressed 1 has 
urred i ih when a f sas held in tive 
a (yf Thi | ‘1 Hedhissolution (older 
priests ha loki me how this happened Clergyvmen wer 
forcib cated ino motor sehicles and driven to. the 
(oun 1} s! lured to resist were annihilated 
And th 1 to adiuctat i. the Russian Orthodon 
( hurch began Th eradual hecame wolated trom thr 
poop anal i people turned away from ats pasto 


These moods and attitudes grew stronger during the da 
ebrating the Millenum of the Baptism of Russia 
dwhy the main ceremonies were held in 
Moscow instead of ku Because of course. Ares 1s the 
srvcd the 
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rade of is Christiania 
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ufhderpiouie | yapnathyy cd with then Phat che tit 
reall pive them thy piphil nowiaela ley Pee il tit 
(iihvados Chunmb' bah unto athens a thers actual 
peuds 

ny | if (dettvend AL Vluchin Yul | 
figs Hieciee Thom subordinate tov the M4 yal 
Their 1 hy meal Uf Hispieasule Pihhe hietatelica 
Thin cal styal thy 1) moculed VYurena > was tehisstull 
Ar Leni Protea Cathedtal and topethes vith 
proup 1 opt | ro proclaimed om Anon 
ubordination to Moscow We areal ( dethvcvcdooy Pyul we 
wished tol independent] Poor thy ti ii | ‘ 
punished and have remained without a paris! \ i! 
passed and nothing happened Lam holding out the 
yrown spiritual strong Th Poolher prose aryl T talk 
With poco 

loomespondent) On Wo otihe disputed) factor Tee 
onthe msohur as PT know is th matter of the lan 
pildpe il the ah ne SM Tae BL iu vadune t tye | 
mnt kramian 

(Pilipishin Poonduct the ser con hurch Stas ard uf 
lt khramian The differen iN COTLAIN Passages anal teat 
ure SOornSipniheant tal hy ati mot worth disputing 


lh aL a it would 1) map hy hetler ite Sy) ib ntvwoul 
ihe tl krammian pronunciation Vmong 4 im the Cralich 
region Church Sha has been U kramuanized 


iMoorrespondent}, And soo the stone of contention is 
specifically the question of the Church s subordination 


to Moscow 3 ta) “A har) 


Piipiushin} The question of the Ukrainian Autoceph 
jlous Church s purwsdiction was decided at the Council 
heldin June 1990 in Kies) We elected Mstislas Skryvpnih 

| rharchooan f hurch s center iw now located in 
the state of New Jerseys tin the United States) Ou 
(hurch ws already quite large Tt has cight bishops and 
approximately SOO priests. But the Moscow Patriarch 
\leksiy and the Aries Metropotiten Filaret 


he schismatics and do not recognize us) The Patriarch 


onsider us to 


declared as tollows Ans and all autocephalism is 
unlawtul, selt-appointed) schismatic. and without ans 


futur 
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iis , it i? Noth owned iy cm it Ne fadli / 
j iy Adar Conan ithe Chetan tah 
(dit HW Meld in Wham Plasl teu Me wales ole led 
Patpian 

(Wilipitin} Well thatois the kind of language that 
Mloscow uses Hut the Catholi hierarchy also. in ther 
turn speaks to usin the language of foree Ta the 
L hear Mubh sealousl supports ith, Cofecoet atholy 


{ hhutal 


Correspondent) However, the Church tvell, by subor 
dinating iiself to politics. thereby misses of overlooks its 
own purpose and destiny. it ceases to be guided Ny 
(Chostun prineiples of harmony and consensus amonye 
proce ngyl 

[Milipostin) Simple ordinary people are not to blame for 
this Her where the game of politicians begins 
poeta hans who an inflaming Passions We speak about 
reconciliation and consensus. but the Catholies remain 
ment 

irecall m whoyouth my vears of studs at the Moscow 


air Noopacal Ag ademy To this day | can hear the words 
spoken by an instructor named Ivano, Ah vou are 
from the | Eparchy’ He would joke in a hostile 
manneras to whether or not lwasa CU nate of a member 
of the Banderos group) This hostility would turn up on 
crams where bwould be given a mark of only “Three® of 

Twi lo recall this nowadays is both sad and tunny 
Hul are not such attitudes present today in high church 
officials when they say about a simple priest that he isa 
KCB agent a lo niate of an American spy’ 


We were never hostile toward the Russians and arc not 
ryons want peace. harmony. and consensus 
But af flames start to burn what can be done” Fin 


annot be put out by tin 


Resurrected from Non- Being: An laterview with 
Vladimir Sterayuk, Metropolitan of the Ukrainian 
Greco atholic Church 


voy After being cut off from the Ukraine for $4 years, 
the Miest Reverend Miroslay Ivan Cardinal Lvub- 
ochayskis, Supreme Archbishop of the Ukrainian Greco- 
( atholic Church, returned to his native land. 


“On this occasion Lvov seems to have exceeded itself. 
huge crowds, festive dress, an exalted mood, tears.... For 
two days, Wand 41 March, hundreds of thousands of 
I vovans and guests from throughout the Ukraine strove to 
follow the Mlost Reverend Cardinal wherever he went. 


“L pon descending from the airplane, which had arrived by 
an express fight from Rome, the 77-year-old Cardinal M. 
lL vubachivskiy dropped to his knees and kissed his native 
soil, The head of the Ukrainian Greco- atholic Church 
was met and greeted by Vvacheslay Chornovil, chairman 
of the Lvov Oblast Soviet and a Ukrainian people's 
deputy, along with his deputies, by Metropolitan \ ladimir 
Sternyvuk, the Resident and Ruling Archbishop of hie 
and Galich, as well as by other authorities and clergymen. 
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The official ceremony honoring His b minence took place 
at the St. Vurty Cathedral, Hut first, he and Metropolitan 
\. Sternyuk descended into the crypt where Andrey 
Sheptitekiy, Servant of God, lies at rest, and the € ardinal 
prayed for the repove of his woul” 


ir rrvenppal) 


(From the newspaper ZAPONTET 


\ young priest turned back a corner of the carpet—-and 
a square pattern was revealed on the wooden floor This 
was the trapdoor leading to the crypt “Nobodys foot 
had stepped here for 45 years he whispered Th 
(rthodos people had enough tact not to disturb the 
repose of Andrey Sheptitshiy. the great bierarch of th 
Cirecoe? atholi Church 


We were taking a tour around and about the St Yuriy 
( athedral and the Residence of Metropolitan Vladimir 
Sternvuk. he himeell was accompanying us 


\C orrespondent) Tis said) Your Eminence. that during 
the German occupation Cardinal Sheptitshiy was hiding 
arabbioin his own chambers Is that true’ 


[Sternyuk}] Not only arabby. but his son as well Thereby 
he placed himsell in danger of arrest and possibly even 
death The Soviet press has never written about this Me 
died on | November 1944. when Lvov had already come 
under Soviet control again’ And losif Slipyy succeeded 
him in the post of head of the Ukraman Catholn 
Church And the arrests began shortly afterward When 
the Lvov Council was held in March 1946—the Council 
which proclaimed the “sell-liquidation of the Cireco 
( atholhe Church—most of our bishops and priests had 
already been sent to the GULAG 


iC orrespondent| Were vou also sent there’ 


(Sternvuk] Five years of prison—the Metropolitan 
sighed Now Lam in my cighties. but | remember those 
five vears—what long. endless years’ | returned from my 
place of incarceration and worked wherever | could | 
was a guard in an orchard. a hospital attendant. a 
lands ape gardenct in the city's park service I was 
consecrated as a bishop in 19640 Our Church never 
ceased to cast) We held our divine services in private 
homes and even in the forest: OF course. the authorities 
knew what was going on. but it was really impossible to 
uproot and transpori tens of thousands of people 


lC orrespondent] Is it true that prior to 1943 there was 
only one parish of the Russian Orthodox Church 
throughout the entire Galich region’ 


[Sternyvuk] Yes. That was in Lvov. on Korolenko Street 
At the present time in the Galich region there is an 
attempt to take over the remaining parishes of the 
Russian Orthodox Church by the newly created Ukras 
nian Orthodox Church. as well as by the reborn Ukrar 
man Autocephalous Orthodox Church There is a dis- 
pute concerning 400-S00) churches. although 

historically speaking—most of them belonged to the 
Cireco-C atholic Church and should be returned to it 
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i TA wh Some of emt sMarted to pane oar tiny 
Widows and then broke otto Whe ote. His ler iy 


j fron andonnelh The Orthodoy Chir Has Wander 


‘ jig 4 Wher that, mtv hildren and ltonvely and 
[WT LALT nailed tor he arrival of my Nushand whe wa 
ndiating a divine sentoe in the vidlawe of Bartatin 


Moon Me arrived home he Gren COC atholty rrnotnded 
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loldvan Aachanvuk. Prosvtot the Gree Catholic Chur 

iow Nad iene 

RL, ay Jovus Christ dear Patyushtha fiittte hatha 

i Phid/ tare | Ww dome in hy villa cf ly Vidlu farm 
ios up all he: people and getting them ali 


Phaud té 


Pp’ We warn vou, dear hatvuashkha unless vou stop 
nd ting services around the church in the villave of 
howard Farnovitva, we will deal roughly with vou THyou 
donot heed oa warning, and thvouw tev to hold a divin 
onncoon Sunday. we will hane vow rrehtoin the church 

elf ind af we do not vet vou, vou have a sister and a 
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Correspondent] But discords and dissensions are taking 
place not only between the Orthodox people and the 
[ niates Tt seems that there 1s no peace even within the 
CGrrecoeC atholic Church itself Does the return of Car 
dinal Lyubachivskiy mean that he will become the head 
ofall the Ukraine's Creco-C atholics” 


[Sternvuk] Yes. precisely so) He 1s the de facto patriarch 
of our Church, although he does not hold that tithe de 
jure Tdo not Know whether you know it or not, but lone 
ago Pope Leo NUL wanted to establish a patriarchate tor 
the Galch area. Hungary. and the present-day Pryas 
evscina region in Czechoslovakia. But at that time Hun 
gary was opposed to this idea. and the pope yiclded 
However. as Pope John Paul I has emphasized on more 
than one occasion, this is merely a question of time 
rather than one of principle. Up to now, the “lack of our 
own. Native territory” was the reason why Cardinal 
Lyvubachivsk . could not become the de jure patriarch 
With his return carher this vear. this obstacle has been 
removed. and we hope that in June he wall return trom 
the Apostolic capital as the Patnarch of all the Ukraine's 
Catholics 


{Correspondent} Including those in the Transcarpathian 
region’ 


[Sternyuk] Yes) But there is a special situation there 
Transcarpathia has three Greco-Catholic bishops. and 
Iwo of them look to Hungary, where there are approx 
mately halt a million Greco-Catholics. At one time they 


PHIS-USKR-OLOD? 
Y July 1991 


used to conduct Them divine services an © hhureh Shavit 
but gradually thes have mntroduced Hunyparian call the 
Churches: Simtha attempts are Dberng made un several 
regions of Transcarpathia Ando only ca that partiot thas 
repron Which ous closer to Grabeel tas the population 


Hlihough they huse become accustomed to Church 
Slavic. now manifested a readiiess too make the tran 


Hon to Uhm as the lanpuape of the divine services 


Correspondent) Tn turn abe you dasistinge upon th 
Mtroduction of Ukrainian on the Greco G atholi 


churches of the Galieh region? 


Sternvuk] There is no need tor haste in this matter dn 


principle we consider UC hrainian to be the desiabh 
language tor all GirecoeC atholics: But we do not need to 
hurry this along ainany case. the last thing we want—-Crod 
save uS'-<18 to exacerbate the religious dissension: 

Correspondent] How can) such discords be ext 


guished’ Thatas the question! 


ISternvuk] We will be patient: Nowadays the Orthodos 
Churchis very hostile toward us) But we are prepared to 
forgive attorevervthing. The only thing we rasist upon is 
the return of of cathedrals and churches We have 
transmitted a request that the Bishop of Rome re. the 
But the Holy bather con 


sit by him to be possible only when order 


pope come te Visit us hye 1 
srders such a 
prevails here And a great deal of work must sul be don 


(our Church has been legalized by the 


for this purpose 
local authorities. but the central authorities are still 


silent 
Correspondent] How is this to be understood 


ISternsvuk] We have not 
ical person. We have been legalized de facto. but we ar 
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also insisting on the rehabilitation of our church 
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Son, Ow Lord Jesus Ch ithe Gracc andl ‘ // 
Hi Sour d hye i ‘ ’ donde he Nev 4 
(nod and Patriarch j cody de ive hi hig 
avs Meh A moacecin S yu ( hodra au 
he da (N70 VMfarch [9406 as TITEL, ilivad ‘ Ay 
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Self-rehabilitation has taken place Amen 
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